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PREFACE 


Written by E. Parmalee Prentice 
in New York, 1908 


Issac Disraeli, in his Curiosities of Literature mentions the 
fact that the historian Carte, found preserved in several ancient 
families of France, their domestic annals. "With a warm patriotic 
spirit," Carte says, "worthy of imitation, they have often care- 
fully preserved in their families the acts of their ancestors." 
Disraeli considers that "this delight and pride of the modern 
Gauls in the great and good deeds of their ancestors, preserved 
in domestic archives, will be ascribed to their folly or their van- 
ity; yet in that folly there may be so much wisdom, and in that 
vanity there may be so much greatness, that the one will amply re- 
deem the other." "Next to the sense of religious duty, and moral 
feeling," Daniel Webster said in his Plymouth Cration, December 22, 
1820, "I hardly know what should bear with stronger obligation on 
a liberal and enlightened mind, than a consciousness of alliance 
‘with excellence which is departed; anda consciousness, too, that 
in its acts and conduct, and even in its sentiments and thoughts, 
it may be actively operating on the happiness of those who come 
after it." 

Edward Gibbon, in the short memoir prefixed to his famous his~ 
tory of the Decline and %all of the Roman Empire expresses a not 
dissimilar vier. 


"A lively desire of knowing and recording our ancestors, 
so generally prevails that it must depend on some common prin- 
ciple in the minds of men. We seem to have lived in the per- 
sons of our forefathers; it is the labor and reward of vanity 
to extend the term of this ideal longevity. Our imagination 
is always active to enlarge the narrow circle in which Nature 
has confined us. Fifty or a hundred years may be allotted to 
an individual; but we step forward beyond death with such 
hopes as religion and philosophy will suggest; and we fill 

“up the silent vacancy that precedes our birth, by associating 
ourselves to the authors of our existence. The satirist may 
laugh, the philosopher may preach, but Reason herself will re- 
Bpsct the prejudices and habits which have been consecrated 
by the experience of mankind. Few there are who can sincerely 
despise in others an advantage of which they are sincerely 
desirous to partake. The knowledge of our family fron a re- 
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mote period will always be esteemed as an abstract pre-eminence, 
since it can never be promiscuously enjoyed; but the longest 
series of peasants and mechanics would not afford much pratifi- 
cation to the pride of their descendant. We wish to discover 
our ancestors, but we wish to discover them possessed of ample 
fortunes, adorned with honorable titles. ..." 

"For my own part, could I draw my pedigree from a general, 
a statesman, or a celebrated author, I should study their lives 
with the diligence of filial love. In the investigation of 
past events our curiosity is stimulated by the immediate or in- 
direct reference to ourselves; but in thse estimate of honour, 
we should learn to valus tho gifts of Nature above those of 
fortune; to esteem in our ancestors tho qualities that best 
promote the interests of society; and to pronounce the de- 
scondant of a king less truly noble than the off-spring of a 
Man OfefANIUS. asc va” | 


So said Gibbon; and if he be right in his appraisal of the 
gifts of Nature and the qualities which best promote the interests 
of society, the character and purpose of those who established and 
s0 long maintained in Amsrica, a society fowmded upon the durable 
satisfactions of life make an inheritance deserving of high value 
in the estimate of honor. 


The name "rentice is derived from the French verb aporendre, 
to learn, and from this verb also com tho words apprentice and 
apprenticeship - and prentice, as it has been cormonly shortened. 

Our principal acquaintance with apprentices is in connection 
with the practice of putting youmg men out among tradesmen eas ar- 
ticled clerks for a term of years to learn the business of the men 
vith whom they were apprenticed. This practice was so widespread 
that it was to many people the only meaning that the word appron- 
tice had, but in fact the practice of putting young people - young 
wonsn as well as young men = out into other houses to learn was 
mich more general than the mere practice of taking a position as 
articled clerk among tradesmen and prevailed among all classes of 
the community, 

ly. Frederick J. Furnivall, the learned editor of the vario- 
mn Shakespeare, refers to this practice of sending children as 
®pprentices into other houses to learn in the Yoreword to Early 
=Rglish Meals and Manners, published for the Early English Text 
ciety by Humphrey Milford (Oxford University Press, ‘London, 

1068 - reprinted in 1894, 1904, 1931), p. xiv. 

The chief places of education for the sons of our nobility - 

and gentry, lr. Furnivall says, were in the houses of other nobles, 
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and specially those of the Chancellors of our Kings, men not only 
able to read and write, talk in Latin and French themselves, but 
in whose hands the Court patronage lay. As early as Henry the Sece- 
ond's time, if not earlier, this system prevailed. (p. vi). 

A prentice, then, was a learner and might be of any rank or 
order in society from the highest to the lowest. 


The Memoirs in this book were begun in 1861 by Mr. Ezra P. 
Prentice (1797-1876) of Mount Hope,t Albany, New York, starting 
with the coming of Henry Prentice to Cambridge, Massachussetts, at 
some time before the year 1640 and bringing the narrative down to 
his own time of writing. Thereafter, the family history has been 
continued by contemporary writers in each generation. These Mem- 
oirs, therefore, are not a complete family genealogy, but are a 
record of events in each generation of a single line of descent. 

In order to preserves the chronological order in the narrative, 
a place must be made, however, for the diary of Nathaniel Sartell 

‘Prentice, who in 1775-6 was a member of the New Hampshire Commit- 
tee of Safety and of the Congress of that colony, which, on March 
19, 1776, established the independence of the government of New 
Hampshire, four months before the famous Proclamation of the 
United Colonies on July 4th of that year. The narrative of Mr. 
Ezra P. Prentice will therefore ba interrupted for the insertion 
of this diary and for the history of other events of the Revolu- 
tionary period. 

Moreover, in addition to the diary, and other events of the 
period mentioned in this insertion, there are three subjects which 
require explanation - the spelling of the name here written Parma- 
lee; the admission of Henry Prentice and of his son Solomon as 
freemen of the Massachusetts Colony (post xvii), and the services 
of Henry's three sons in King Philip's War (post xvii), also the 
service of Nathsniel]l Sartell Prentice in the Battle of Lexing- 

a (post xviii, xix). These three subjects will be taken up in 
order. 


The Parmalee Family. = Dr. George L. Parmele, of Hartford, 
tells me that the name Parmalee is probably of Belgian origin, 
and that he thinks the family came from the town of Oudenarde, 4 
little west of Brussels, near Courtrai, and settled in England. 
Our ancestors at any rate were English. 

The first of the name in this country was John Permerly, one 
of the original founders of Guilford, Connecticut, and one of the 
signers of the "Guilford Covenant,” June 1, 1639. Dr. Parmele 


1. Note by E.P.P., 1953. 2s to origin of name Mount Hope, see 
NOLS TITE Da..20. 
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thinks that the pronunciation is now what it has long been, and that 


._ the "e" in the first and second syllables of the name Permerly was 


pronounced as the English pronounce the word "clerk" and as we pro- 
nounce the first syllable of the word "sergeant." For the spelling, 
nevertheless, there seems never to have been a standard. A couple 
of hundred years ago, in Englend as in America, among all classes, 
free will ruled in writing proper names. The name Parmalee opened 
a wide field for election and the old family Bible, now in posses- 
sion of Mr. William Packer Frentice of this City, offers many dif- 
ferent spellings, none apparently preferred and none condemned. ly 
grandfather, Ezra P. Prentice of Mount Hope, sometimes used the 
spolling Parmeleo, and sometimes Parmalee. I think that the first 
of these tyvo spellings was more common with him, though he used the 
second form when he gave his name to Mr. Binney for the "Prentice 
Sook." The original "Guilford Covenant" is now in possession of 
the Massachusetts Pistorical Society in Bostcn, 

With John Permerly came to this courtry his son John and his 
dauchters Hannah and Mary. After the death of his wife, - whose 
piven name was Hannah, family name not mown to us, - he married 
Flizabeth Bradley of New Haven. He died in New Haven and his will 
was proved November 8, 1659. 

John, son of John, married (1) Rebecca - who died September 2%, 
1651, and unless there be scmo mistake in dates, married (2) Anna 
Plane, widow of William Plans, in the seme year. Anna died March 
30, 1658, and John married (3) February, 1659, Hannah, - and died 
January 1687, He hac ten children of whom the oldest was 

Nathaniel, son of John and Rebecca, born 1645. He married 
Cetober 24, 1668, Sarah, daughter of Thomas and Vary (Button) 
*“rench, born August 25, 1650. Nathaniel was killed in King Philip's 
Tar. Residence Guilford, leter Killingworth. Ee had two daughters 
and one son, 

Nathaniel, - son of Yathaniel and Sarah, born larch 22, 1672. 
Fe was a deacon of the church and lieutenant in the militery force 
of the colony. He married Fsther, davghter of Jchn Kelsey of Kilj- 
inrworth, born September 14, 1675. Both Nathaniel and his wife diec 
in 1718, - he on January 26. They had eleven children of whon the 
oh was . 

Fzra, - born April 28, 1714, at Killingworth, married February 
22, 1738, Jemire, davchter of Samuel and Hannah (Hill) Eushnoll of 
S*ybreok, Connecticut, born February 29, 1712, He died December 7, 
1#00, Shoe died December 27, 1783. They had eight children of whon 
tho Ath was 

Fzra, - born August 25, 1745, married May 1, 1769 (by Rev. Wil- 

iam Seward, pastor of the 2nd Church in North Killingworth), Sibyl, 
daughter of Jemes and Hannah (Nettleton) Hill of Killingworth, born 
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October 10, 1746. They removed to Newport, New Hampshire, where he 
died January 18, 1838. She died April 6, 1838. 

They had eight children of whom the 2nd was Jemima, born Feb- 
ruary 25, 1773, who married Sartel) Prentice, April 9, 1796. 

Edmund Wheeler's History of the Town of Newport, New Hampshire, 
contains on pp. 21, 256, and 490-499, some accounts of the Parmoless 
in Newport. 

Some of the foregoing dates, taken from the History of Newport, 
do not agree with dates in Grandfather's Memoir. Thus Ezra Parmeles's 
birth is given August 25, 1745 (Hist.) end August 23, 1745 (Mem.). 
His marriage is given the dates May 1, 1769 (Hist.) and April 1768 
(Nem.). These differences seem of minor importance. The History is, 
however, wrong in giving the date of Jemime Parmelee's marriage to 
Sartell Frentice as April 9, 1796. Grandfather's date (post p. €0) 
is April 8, 1794 and in this he is supported by ths Prentice Book, 

p. 67, which gives the year 1794, and by the fact that Sartel]l's old- 
est child - Grandfather's elder brother - was born in 1795, 


King Philip's War. - The New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register contains a fer scraps of information about the early Pren- 
tices which are not without interest. 

Under the first charter of the Massachusetts Colony, none were 
regarded as members of the body politic except such as were admitted 
by the General Court and took the oath of allegiance. Before 1664 
only church members could be freemen of the colony. The practice 
of making freemen was discontinued between 1686-1669 but then re- 
sumed with some modifications. Henry Prentice was admitted May 22, 
1650 (N. E. Hist. & Gen. Reg., Vol. 3, p. 192). Solomon Prentice 
was admitted February 2, 1681 (Vol. 4, p. 185). 

Henry Prentice was one of the original proprietors of the tom 
of Sudbury, Massachusetts, to whom lands were assigned in 1640. (Vol. 
13, p. 261). His three sons, Solomon born in 1646, Seruel born in 
1650 and Henry born in 1651 or 1652, all served in King Philip's War, 
Solomon and Henry being in Captain Joseph Sill's Company (Vol. 41, 
pp. 402, 408) and Samuel in Captain John Cutler's Company (Vol. 42, 
p. 299). In the first year of the war Henry was in Captain Daniel 
Henchman's Company (Vol. 37, p. 66). 

There are two later references to Solomon Prentice, neither 
telling mich. In November 1672 he witnessed the will of Gregory 
Stone (vel, 8, p. 70), a men of importance who had come to this cou- 
try in 1635, a deputy to the General Court, a meistrate and a deacon. 

In 1705 “eter Town, of Cambridge - a rich man if we may fudge 
by the number of servants named in his wil) - mde his “loving and 
trusty friends, Nathaniel Hancock, sen., Solomon Prentice, sen., and 
Vicholas Fessenden, sen." overseers of his will (Vol. 20, p. 371). 
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Solomon was a subscriber to Prince's Chronology (Vol. 6, p. 197). 


The Battle of Iexington. - Mr. Ezra P. Prentice, in his accomt 
of Nathaniel Sartell Prentice, his grandfather, mentions the fact 
that Nathaniel took part in the Battle of Lexington. We know that 
he had long been active in promoting the colony's supply of gum- 
powder for his G.G.G.Grandson, Pierrepont Isham Prentice, of New 
York City, found in the Boston Gazette of March 12, 1770 - which 


carried the news of the Boston Massacre- an advertisement as follows: 
‘ CASH 


To be given for potash, damaged potash, or black salts by Nathan- 
jel Sartell Prentiss at Grafton. 


The name is mis-spslled, doubtless by the type-setter in the 
Gazette office, but the advertiseris identified. 

There were many Prentices in the service of Massachusetts dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War and among them were three - Daniel Pren- 
tice, John Prentice and Thomas Prentice, who served in Captain 
Thatcher's company of militia, Colonel Gardner's regiment which 
marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775. The records also show 
that Nathaniel Prentice, “Cambridge (probably)" served in this 
sane company at this time. 

This my be Nathaniel Sartell Prentice, and it would parhaps 
be natural that he would join a company made up largely of Cambridge 
men, as Captain Thatcher's company seems to have been, 

There was a Nathaniel Prentice who served in Captain Thatcher's 
company from Cambridge during the Battle of Lexington. This was not 
the Nathaniel Prentice montioned on p. 262 of the Prentice Book, for 
that Nathaniel was the second son of Edward Prentice who married 
Nery Kileup of Boston in 1760. (See Prentice Book, pp. 256, 259). 
At the time of the battle, therefore, Edward's older son could not 
have been mors than fourteen years old and the second son probably 
was not over twelve. 

There was a Nathaniel Prentice born in 1742, a son of Jonas 
and Mercy Prentice of Cambridge (Prentice Book, p. 19). He is said 
to have been a member of the Boston Tea Party, but nothing is said 
of Revolutionary services. He was 33 years old in 1775 (3rd cousin 
Ol Nester ol 

Hee of the two Nathaniel Prentices last named might have 
been the man who served in Captain Thatcher's company and it might 
have been N.S.P. whose family had come from Cambridge. If it was 
not ‘.S.P. the one who seems nearest to probability is the son of 
Jonas and Mercy. ' ; 
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Besides N.S.P. these are the only Nathaniel Prentices men- 
tioned in the Book. It appears, however, that there was a Nathan- 
jel P. who furnished the men of Captain Dow's Company which left 
Hollis om April 19 end were at Bunker Hil). Who was this Nathaniel? 

Vassachusetts Soldiers & Sailors of the Revolutionary War, - a 
compilation from the archives, published by the Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, Boston, 1904 - Vol. XII, pp. 737-746, contains the name 
of many Prentice's - Prentiss's, &c. Among them is Nathaniel] Pren- 
tice, private, Capt. Oliver Bates' Co. in Co). James Prescott's Rep't 
from Festford which rarched on the alarr of April 19, 1775 - 4 days. 
Also Capt. Joshua Parker's Co. in Col. eee Reg't - & days. 
Enlisted May 2, 1775. . 


The period covered by these Memoirs was in Euroye the period ex- 
tending from the end of the Middle Ages to modern times, but in the 
seventeenth century Eurepe had the aid of animal power, - horses and 
oxen, well shod and the horses wel] harnessed - while the colonists 
of the Plymouth and Vassaechusetts Bay Colonies, from which the an- 
cestors of the Prentice family came, had no such aid. In the begin- 
ning and for long thereafter, they were wholly depender.t upon the 
labor of their own hands. 

Massachusetts is a small State, having an area of about 7,200 
square miles of which only a small part is fertile - that in the 
eastern part and in the valleys of the Connecticut, Saugatuck, Hou- 
satonic and Hoosec rivers. West and southwest of the land occupied 
by the early colonists, the soil is sandy, rocky and in their tine 
was covered with evergreen trees. Colon‘sts in Virginia and in Nerth 
and South Carolina were the heirs of endless wealth for they had 
wide expanses of fertile territcry provided for them to use as they 
wished, and they had slaves to do their labor. Colonists in the 
North had no such inheritance; they, like younger brothere, were 
dependent on their own efforts. The South lost the Civil Far - 
not merely because they were defeated in battle, but because de- 
feat was caused by utter exhaustion. While the South had livec con- 
fortably producing and selling the free gifts of their soil, the 
North had built up the agriculture, business and industry cf all the 
northern States and had developed the States of the Old Nortrwest. 

This, therefore, is what in these Mermoirs we see going on. 


Solomon Prentice III, after leaving Harvard, settied in Grefton. His 
son, Nathaniel Sartell, moved from Graften to Alsteac, New herpes ial 
and his son Sartell owed from Alstead to Canton, New York. In’ the 


meanwhile, with the surrender of the western posts after the ecnelu 
sion of the War of 1812, the great line of western transportaticr. 
through the State of New York had grown up. Canton was off this 
line and Sartell's two sons, Ezra P. and Jotn E., moved from Canter 
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to Albany where they were able to make their place in the growing 
business of the country. 

This story is told by original contemporaneous writings, and 
with it is given a description of the life and society which grew 
up along with the industrial and commercial activities of the time. 


It is common in these later days to speak of the life of the 
Puritans as stern and hard. Perhaps the life of the Parmelee fami- 
ly may have some bearing on this noticn. | 

Mr. Edmund Wheeler in his History of Newport says that Esra 
Parmelee was conspicuous in the progress of the colony. "He im- 
proved his homestead and estate, and in the course of a few years 
came to be what was considered in those days as forehanded, or in 
good circumstances, end able to dispense a generous hospitality to 
friends and strangers visiting tls torn. 

In this connection the good wife and mother claims our per- 
ticular consideration. She was the presiding genius of a welle- 
ordered household. In addition to the ordinary domestic, every- 
day work, she spun the wool and the flax, and wove the cloth, and 
fashioned and made garments for her children and husband. Her 
heart was full of sympathy as her hands were full of work, and 
she ministered to the necessities of her less prosperous neigh- 
bors, - thoss whom poverty and vicissitude and sickness had over- 
taken, - giving not only sympathy, but bread and garments and 
help. In this old representative family of New England we my 
find the trues elements of happiness and prosperity, - industry and 
energy on the farm, and assiduity and frugality in the household. 

A wellespread board, a cheerful hearth-stone, the large, old- 
fashioned blazing fire, surrounded by happy faces and loving 
hearts, enjoying the games and frolics of childhood and youth, - 
here is the fountain-head of that love for the old home that wells 
up in all hearts, and is with us in all the ways through which 
we may pass to the last day's journey of this life." 


"Ezra and Sibyl Hill Parmelee lived to great age. Their days 
were spent in mutual confidence, aid, and comfort, the one for the 
other; and, living in their pleasant home, surrounded by children 
and friends, they descended into the vale of years, passing far 
beyond the allotted three-score years and ten of human life, un- 
til they stood upon the outer margin of almost an entire century; - 
and so they passed away." 


Simple pleasures surely, but such as an appreciation of all 
that life can offer must rate high in the scale of valves. 


1. Goncord, N. H., 1879, pp. 495-6. 
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RECOLIECTIONS OF EZRA P. PRENTICE 


In the winter of 1861-2, Ir. Prentice fell on the ice in the 
City of Albany, sustaining injuries which confined him to his room 
for some time and to his house for months. The following notes 
were written during this period. 


Realizing in my om experience the want of more particular 
information in relation to my ancestors, and believing that my case 
ia not a singular one in this respect, but that all who regard 
their descendants will necessarily have respect to their ascend- 
ants also; (1) and that the time will come when my children will 
wish to ask questions of the past which only the present can an- 
swer, I determined to make notes in relation to some of the mat- 
ters which have come under my orm observation, or have been de- 
rived from my parents and grand-parents, ali of whom it is my hap- 
piness to have known, revered and loved, and most of them for a 
long course of years. 

My excellent Mother, with almost unabated faculties, still 
lives at the age of 8&9. (2) My egrand-mocther Prentice, tho first 
to break this sacred circle, died at the age of 71, on the 1°th 
August, 1&06, when I was little more than eight years old, fifty- 
six years ego, and yet the very lineaments of her countenance are 
almost as familiar to me as her teachirg. Perhaps thore has been 
no day in the intervening time when I have not, "“unuttered or ox- 
pressed," repeated to myself, by the way, in lying down or rising 
up, some of the varicus Psalms and hymns or other Christian honi- 
lies, with which she stored my memory. In this connecticn I ought 
to sey, my grand-parents lived in the house with my parents, and 
that it was no doubt because my grand-mother assumed this particu- 
ler teaching with myself and brothers, that we were indebted to 
her rather than to others for it. 

My grand-father Prentice (Nathaniel Sartell) died at the 
house of my Father in Alstead, N. H., on the 24th of Janvary, 1615, 
at the age of SO. He was a man of fine appearance, sirong powers, 
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1. "People will not. look forward to posterity, who never look 
backrard to their ancestors." Edmund Burke, Reflections on the 


Revolution in France. 
2. She died Nov. 19th, 18€5, in her 93rd year, at Prooklyn. 
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Graves of Ezra Parmelee and his wife, 
Sibyl Hill, at Newport, New Hampshire, 
photographed in 1906. The flag was 
placed upon Ezra Parmelee's grave as 
part of the local observance of Decora- 
tion Day, marking the graves of Revolu- 
tionary soldiers. 
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and extensive usefulness, both in church and State; was a member 
of the convention to form the State Constitution, and for several 
years represented the town in the State Legislature. He served 
many years as a Justice of the Peace, Judge of Probate, and Judge 
of the Chesire County Court. Rev. Mr. Arnold in his historical 
sketches of the town, says of him, "He performed a large portion 

of the public business of the town for a long time." He made a 
public profession of religion when twelve years old, uniting with 
his father's church in Grafton, Mass., and was even after my recol- 


_ lection, a deacon in the Second Congregational Church at Alstead, 


Rev. Libe Sancton, pastor. I shall have occasion to speak of him 
again in these notes, and will therefore not be more particular here. 
My maternal grand-father 


Ezra Parmeles 


was born at Killingworth, Ct., on the 23rd of Aug., 1745, and died 
in Newport, N. H., on Jan. 18, 1838. He was one of the six first 
settlers in the town of Newport, N. H. These all being friends 
and neighbors in Killingworth, went in at the same time, June, 1766, 
with the intention of then making a home for themselves and fami- 
lies. His companions were Deacon Jesse Wilcox, and his two sons, 
Jesse and Phineas, Samuel Hurd and Jesse Kelsay. They reached 
their destination, Saturday P. M. and made themselves a shanty. 
The next day being the Sabbath, they had worship under a big Birch 
tres standing near where Deacon Wileox afterwards built a barn. 
They soon separated and each went to his own selected lot; but 
still congregated for mitual protection, social intercourse and 
religious service. My grand-father's lot was that on which he 
ever afterwards lived, and where he died. His shanty was nearly 
opposite the brick house built a few years ago by Mr. Griffin, and 
very near the river. I have heard him say that he "felled the 
first trea that was cut in the town." All their supplies except 
the ganes they caught had to be brought from what was then called 
"No. 4," now Charlestown, and that too on their own backs. This 
was a journey of twenty miles, all the way through the woods, 
guided only by "blazed" trees. In the Fall they all returned hone 
again to Connecticut for the winter. * 

The next Spring, i. e. the spring of 1767, they came back, and 
others with them. Among the newcomers was Esqr. Giles from Groton, 
Ct. He was a man of education and property and the great man of the 
Place. He commenced immediately to build mills on the stream near 
where Majr. Stow afterwards lived. 

In the Fall of this year my grand-father returned again to 
Killingworth, and in April, 1768 was married there to Sibyl Hill. 
Soon after this, leaving his wife at her father's, he started again 
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4 for Newport to make further provision for her reception. He took 

: with him a pair of oxen, a cart, a heifer and some household foods. 
The last two being his wife's portion. This summer he built ths 

i first framed house in Newport, ali dons with wooden pins instead of 

y nails, His chairs, tables, &c. except the few he brought in the cart, 

were all the work of his own hands. In the autuwm he expected to 

have returned for his wife, but his father insisted upon taking her 

to him, and this he did upon a pillion bshind him, on horseback, 180 

miles. At this time there were some women in the torn, my grand- 

i mother making the seventh. 

The following winter was one of very great severity, and as 
may be supposed she suffered terribly from homesickness. The snow 
was of extraordinary depth, and all their supplies still had to be 
brought from "No. 4," now of course on snow shoes. The next year 
their crops came in badly, and the second winter after Grand-mother 
went there, they were brought to pretty short quarters; and yet 
were quite as well off as any of their neighbors. A brother of 
Grand-father's who was aiding him to clear land, had the misfor- 
tune to cut all the toces off one foot where there was no surgical 
aid to be had short of "No. 4." All these things my Grand-mother 
thought were against them. 

The wolves were so plenty and so noisy she did not dare to be 
left alone at the house, but when her husband was out chopping, she 
would take her spinning wheel or other work, and ply her industry 
under the shade of some friendly tree near him. Ths danger fron 
wolves and bears was so great, that all their stock must be shut 
into pens every night, and fires kept about them. Game sometimes, 
however, both bear and ceer, served them a most excellent purpose, 
for it was about all the meat they had. 

The surmer of 1770 proved much more propitious. Many new set- 
tlers came in, and the crops were good. In November of this year, 
their first child Rhoda was born; and on the 23rd February 1773, 
my mother Jemima was born. Before this time everything about them 
hed come to wear a most comfortable espect. 

Thoy generally assembled on the Sabbath for public worship, 
and occasicnally hed preaching; sometines by Rov. M. M. Potter of 
Iebanon, and sometimes by Mr. Burrows of Hanover. The first set- 
tled minister there was a Wr. Remoly of R. I. He preached in what 
Was called the "Society House," on what is kmorn as the "Plane." 

l'y grandparents were members of his church, both wmiting in or about 
the year 1776, They were great friends of Ir. Remely, and always 
rerained so. Some difficulty crept into the church, greatly to the 
erief of my prandparents. ir, Remely was finelly dismissed, and 
vent to Orwell, Vt. After this a ir. Chapin was hired, without be- 
ing settled, and remained there some years. Soon after lir. Wines 
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completed his studies (he was a native) he was unanimously called 
and settled. He remained their minister until long after I left 
there in 1816. My grandfather's house was always a kind of centre 
of attraction, not only for clergymen, but for strangers and others. 
They had lived to see the wilderness they found in youth, become a 
fruitful field not only, but themselves looked upon as among the 
leading causes of the change. He became a man of considerable prop- 
erty, of great respectability, and decided influence in the torn 
and county. They were decided and consistent Christians. No par- 
son could be long in the family without being impressed with this 
fact. Some of the expressions of my Grandfather's morning and 6ve- 
ning prayer still ring in my ear, and “though dead he yet speaketh," 
I am sure in a multitude of cases. 
Their children were: 
Rhoda, born Novr. lst, 1770 - married Rev. Mr. Short of Medford, 
died at Tolland, Conn. NMch. 29, 1840. 
Jemima, my mother, born Feby. 23, 1773} died Novr. 19 U th 1865 
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Of these all but my mother, Jemes and Pamela, are now dead. 
Wy mother at this writing is with my brother, in Brooklyn; James 
at Duncan Falls, Ohio; and Pamola with her adopted daughter, Mrs. 
Patton, in Illington, Ct. 

James Hill graduated at Yale in the class of 1808. The next 
tro years he spent in teaching at Newbern, N. C., and then for about 
tro years in Mout Holly, N. J. In 1813 he went to Princeton where 
he remained two years, and a half one of these he was tutor in the 
College there. 

From 1815 to 1820, he taught a ladies school in Baltimore; and 
was married there in 1816, to Priscilla Horn, an English lady teach- 
er from Birmingham, He was the subject of serious religious impres- 
sions, from 12 years of age, but never made a profession of religion 
until the Fall of 1812, when he united with Rev. Dr. Inglis's church 
in Baltimore. He was licensed by the Presbytery of Now Brunswick in 
the Srring of 1815, and preached his first sermon at Trenton, N. J. 
In 1820, with his wife he moved to Zanesville, Ohio, where his wife 
died in 1822, In 1836 he married Catherine Louisa Baker, of Dutchess 
Comty, this State. She died in 1&44, and in 1&5 he married his 
present wife, Hanna Wilson. He was never settled over a congregetion. 
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Grave of Solomon Prentice near the center 


of the burying ground in Cambridge, opposite 
Harvard College gate. 


"Here lyes ye body of 

Wr. Solomon Prentice, Sen? 
Decd July 24, 1719, in the 
73°0 year of his age." 
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Ancestors 


Our ancestors were no doubt of the Britain stamp, who could 
not believe with James the first, in the divine right of kings. 
They probably came to this comtry soon after the landing at Ply- 
mouth, although the name is first found in the Roxbury, Nass. church 
record of 1631. The first certain knowledge we have of our progeni- 
tors is that in relation to 


; Henry Prentice my G.G.G.G.G.Father 


He was born in England but is knowm to have been a resident of 
Cambridge, Mass. in and before 1640. Barry's History of Framingham 
and Medbury speaks of him as a land owner in the latter town in 1640. 
The records of the first church in Cambridge, formed in 1636 show he 
was a member of it before 1643, and the old burying-ground there, 
shows that his wife, who died in 1643, was the wife of a deacon in 
the church. He died April 9th, 1654, and lies buried beside his two 
wives, the last of whom he left a widow. He left six children, the 
second of whom 


Solomon, my G.G.G.G.Father 


was born on the 23 July 1646. He married and settled in Cambridge, 
where he became a man of large property and extensive influence. 

The Church record there says, "Solomon Prentice, Sr. and his wife, 
members of the Church in Cambridge, did partake with us in the first 
administration of the Lord's Supper August 22, 1697." He died July 
24, 1719, aged 73 years, leaving eight children, the eldest of whom 


Solomon, Jr. my G.G.G.Father 


was born in 1673, and died June 25, 1758, aged & years. The Cam- 
bridge first church records show that his wife, Lydia, was admitted 
to commmnion in 1697, and that she died there April 25, 1758. They 
also show that Mr. Prentice was himself admittec, March 1, 1710. 
He left nine children, the third of whon, 


Solomon, my G.G.Father 


was born in Cambridge, May 11, 1705, and is known as Pev. Solomon. 
He graduated at Harvard University in 1727, and studied divinity 

in Cambridge under Pev. Mr. Shepherd, the successor to Rev. Mr. 
Hooker, the first-settled minister there. On the 29th December 

1731 he wes settled in Grafton (then Hasanamisco), Mass. over a 
Congregaticnal church of twenty members, formed the day of his or- 
dination, in Cambridge and but little time before his installation 
over them. On the 26th Cctober 1722 he was married in Groton, Mass. 
to Sarah Sartell, daughter of Nathaniel Sartell, who with his family 
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pratGEre EA of a page from a volume. of earaaned Ub 
notes made by Solomon Prentice while attending Har- 
vard Colleges during the years 1724, 1725, 1726, 1727. 

The notes contain an outline of each of the various 
sermons heard by ir. Prentice during these four years. 
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immigrated from England about the year 1726, this daughter at the 
time being 16 years old. The family seems to have been a wealthy, 
proud and aristocratic one. Early in life ho (Nathaniel Sartell 
was probably a sea-faring man, for before he removed his family, 
he is Inown to have made several voyages to this country; and at 
one time was cast away on the coast of France, where he lost not 
only his vessel, but every men upon it; himself only saved by 
swimming to and clinging upon the rocks until relieved the next day. 
In one case his protracted absence so alarmed his wife in England 
- that she fitted out another vessel and herself cams over to look for 
. ‘him, Before she arrived, however, he had left for home. She re- 
"turned again to England, and shortly after, the family came over. 
They first settled in Charlestom (Mass.) and afterwards removed 
to Groton, Mass., where he died on the 16th Jany. 1741, aged 60 
years. The daughter seems to have been highly educated and to 
have made a very respectable woran. 

The expectations of her family, as I have before intimated, 
were high. The members of it, therefore, particularly the mother 
and brothers, could not be quite reconciled to Sarah's marrying a 
poor country minister. They did not fail to give her some pretty 
sipnificant hints, that one penalty of such dereliction would be 
loss of interest in the paternal estate. 

On the death of Mr. Sartell, the only will found was one 
dated at Gosport, England, in 1710. This will was contested for 
irregularity but finally admitted to probate. The wife was made 
executrix and with her heirs inheritor of nearly all the property. 

Som real estate was left to both the towns of Charlestowm 
and Groton, but nothing to Sarah. I have been thus particular in 
this cass, not only because of the so extensive adoption of the name 
in our family, but also because the generation of which it treata is 
brought within speaking distance of my own times. I have frequently 
heard my Grand-feather tell of his parents; and as often my Father 

and his sisters relate the incidents here spoken of, with many oth- 
ers connected with their Grandparents. To me, therefore all this has 
a freshness which does not append to just as important matters and 
to hearts which were just as warm, generations before. 

I have said my great~-grandfather was settled in Grafton in 
1731. His connection with the church remained of a very pleasant 
and fraternal character until about the year 1743. At that time 
all New England was being shaken with strong religious excitement. 
Under the effort of such men ag Edwards, Whitfield, the Tenents, and 
Wesley, conscience was everywhere aroused, and as always in such 
cases, bitter controversies becams about as goneral. Mr. Prentice's 
society at any rate participated in both. He not only invited Whit- 
field into his pulpit, contrary to the wishes of a part of his pso- 
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ple, but also declined to make the concession, afterwards recom- 
mended by council called to investigate and judge of the case. His 
difficulties about this time were increased too, by what were deemed 
heretical notions, for the help-mate of a Congregational clergyman, 
entertained by his wife on the subject of bantism. She went as far 
as to be herself immersed but not far enough to excommmicats her . 
husband and the church. These difficulties finally culminated in 
his dismission on the 10th of July, 1747. 

After this he preached in Easton fow or five years, then in 
Bellingham, and from 1768 to 1772 in Hull, Mass. He is said to 
have been a man of considerable power, of decided pisty and very ex- 
tensive usefulness not only in Grafton and the other places men- 
tioned, but as an evangelist during the Great Awakening. His widow 
survived him 17 years, dying at the house of her son John in Ward, 
now Auburn, Mass. in 1790, aged 80, She was buried by the side of 
her husband in Grafton. 

Of their ten children, three died in infancy, and one by cas- 
valty at 14. The others are ssttled in and near Grafton. Tho young- 
est of the number, Mary, born in 1751, married Amos Binney of Hull, 
in 1770. This was the mother of the late Amos and John Binney of 
Boston, and the grand-mother of the elder present generation of Bin- 
neys, there and in New York. I recollect being at her houses with my 
Father in the winter of 1804 & 5; and of hearine my Father call her 
Aunt; also of coasting down hill with other boys, in the street near 
her house, while my Father was out about his business. 

The second of their children was my Grand-father 


Nathaniel Sartell, my G.Father 


born at Grafton, Dec. 8, 1735. He married Martha Howard, of Zaston, 
Mass. in 1757 and first settled in Grafton where for a number of 
years he was engaged in mercantile pursuits but in which he finally 
failed. He was elected Town Clerk there, and was one of the sxecu- 
tors to his Father's will. In Feby. 1774 he removed to Alstead, N.H. 
and settled on the farm where he died; where my Father lived and 
whore I was born. At the time of his removal, the town was quite 
new, and although he settled near the geographical center, yet the 
opening of public roads and subsequent settlements left him between 
and about equi-distant from the East and West villazes, afterwards 
built up. On the alarm being given in the Spring of 1775 of an ap- 
Prehended attack by the British troops upon Concord, in order to de- 
Stroy the public stores collected there, he took his only hired man, 
and with him taking such arms as they had, repaired to the scene of 
excitement. They were present and took part in the battle of Iexing- 
ton on the 19th of April. He was afterwards appointed to a Majority, 


a a * 4 
_rjcet abrsret Ta 


eep of WHO ot 


Jinotees snoo ond eteat of rentioe® 2 


» 


Gida« 
el Ds 


oh fr mg 


.a> oft to Optet Bae ofayiinevet of helfao ft j-. 
row Sattw yd ,cor ee otew omit eit? F g ‘pt oh 
fo Ienotfagetaned 8 To ofam~qled edt to? ysaotton f 
ow of2@ ,metigad to sSooldue etd oo eltw etd . aks. 
davrene ‘wat ton @ud Septerat ttnsted od ot ta 
st¢tvoltaib egedT sommes ods bes bee feud 
avr vin to afOr edd no noresimelt Lond 


iw 


taolornmnoone oJ 


y 


teters yl taatt 


e 
4+ .ecney avi to ‘mot m s¢e07 tt bedsasm ed etrit tet A. Pa: 
+ ot .eeat , Lien at ervye of S3TL aort bas , aad » 
an vteobha Sohtooh 10 . Teve"g eidatebtems To nam 4 neod ine - 5 
nanta sedto edt bas mod tsi at yiae for seonistonr evinnet 
matrevews geoto edt yaiiud teifegnave me 88 tud 's benots 
ae 


rts fii, he Cos | te a son acid ts yrtkvb ee Ee they Ti atd boviviwe 

te edd vd betud saw ene 08 begs ,OOCL mk . abet Reese wort . 

tod ber cut priadeael tod = 

yousiat mt beth eetit... svhtino aat ttedt 20 ld 

tet baa nt helfwese ers gpiieosr eit .if 38 eter i 

oak botviam ,LeTh m2 ‘tod , Tae , tecautt edt Yo. fae : 

‘odsoa ea? anw alttT ort ak | 

rebie afd te retite yn futerty ont DMS « = 
“1 I .dtoY wet al brs ered? , 

.2 § \OSf to wedatw eds ak adda | 
gattesco To oels 


+ at ~pyod Tex70 dttw [fia awob 
Be ats | oft at ye oftdw , ce ae tod 


wingd etd tvods yuo ESF 5S 

vodg at-bestd ya een verb Lede tiony To heron de "et Cs Ven 
io 
radia ov Hs [Ca?tec Lot mad at fa ’ _ “ a! 
bugmot addie'l bettran 30 zeve 8 .00d »¢ rodt ato 12 rt . 

race @ Ot etede aot late at befétee Fett bas verte nt - 

+$% ed dotdw ak dud etisemy aftigsotes at bepegne esw ‘ed 8 

T PET Pi eaw oH Aare 


sd¢ to eno BSF Oe , ered? ytelD aywot 
-+ofh of bevomet on ire ef .wde’ al {fiw e'tedist eld mh 0% 
bevil tedial ye etenw sal of eredw mint on? ao be 


| ese mwot edt ,Lavones atd Yo emty. ands +h ,srrod saw! « Tonw. 
+ teom belites- od rigquods is bre , wor 
) AS ' 


tay , r9tneo. Laoldgs'moeg ar! 
se ref atremetites samppoedina bre abeot otf 


~owmtis .copatity geet baa tex5 att mort oO tH 
cz t0 aver to natmge ei? et aevin gnted oe meer oe -~ 
_brooaed aaa egoos? dobtin® odd yo fontss 6 

{ ¢fno ald foot ed ,oteds botoel£oo wah gp Me 


4+ of herkaget hart yeds &a, SrtA, ows 3 


twat to oftiad, edd at $20q 3 Joot bas teem. 
fs ot beta oqqs vation exw on Theat 


- 
aul 


at : er sue ht 
J 1. < |= AS 
- iP art 


8 


and served during a part of the Revolutionary struggle, - was for a 
while stationed at White Plains, and participated in the battle at 
that point. At the close of the war he resumed ths peaceful pursuit 
of agriculture, and after my time seemed to enjoy as much of life as 
is allotted to most persons. He was a man of rathor full habit, a-~ 
bout 5 feet 8 inches high and weighed I should think 180 lbs.; was 
very genial and social in his intercourse, and however it may have 
been before, never after my recollection did he trouble himself a- 
bout the farm or any manual labor. He was yet by no means an idle 
man, but always seemed to be engaged in some public or professional 
matter. He was frequently consulted about social or individual af- 
fairs; wrote for the public papers; acted as referee, Judge or 
church officer. In short he was a leading spirit in the tom and 
comty. He enjoyed firm health, I think up to his last sickness; 
and then seemed to feel assured that he mew in whom he had believed, 
nor did any of his acquaintances doubt more than he, so far as I have 
heard. He buried two children in youth, Joshua aged 12 years, in 
1785; and Oliver, aged 23, in 1787. Of both these I have frequent- 
ly heard my Father speak in the most affectionate and affecting 
terms. With the scenes connscted with the sickness and death of the 
last, I think he associated, as his parents did, his own hopes of a 
blessed immortality. 

Five children survived their parents; these were 
Susan, born in 1759 - married John Banks 
Martha, oe 70. = : John Brooks 
Sartell, my Father, born in 1766 
Vary, born in 1769 - mrried Benjamin Brooks and 
Josish, as igh Aga iy of fb 

The first (four) of these, all settled in Alstead, and the 
last, after having graduated at Hanover, and studied theology with 
Dr. Emmons of Franklin, settled in the ministry at Northwood in 
1799. He remained over the same church and society until 1842, when 
in consequence of growing infirmities, he resigned the position, but 
still resided there wtil 1855 when he died. 

Against each of the others too, is now written "Died." The de- 
scendants of each of these families are somewhat numerous, but only 
those of the first, Mrs. Banks, reside at Alstead, and not many of 
them. 

The second, lirs. John Brooks, early removed from Alstead to 
Bethel, VYt.; and the fourth, lirs. Benj. Brooks, to Dalton, N. H. 
Their respective descendants will principally be found in those vi- 
cinities; and those of the Rev. Josiah in Northwood. 
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CHAPTFR II. 
An interruption in the narrative. By FE. Parmalee Frentice. 


The history of New Hampshire gives two brief glimpses of 
Nathaniel Sartell Prentice, - the first as a member of the Come 
mittes of Safety in 1776, and of the legislature which declared 
Independence of Fngland; the second as a magistrate taking an 
active part in the dispute over the Hamoshire grants, from which > 
later erose the State cf Vermont. In both instances he appears 
as a man of independence and leadership, - in the secord as of 
no little dering. It seems recessary therefore to interrupt the 
course of Grandfather's narrative to give some account of these 
matters. It seems well, too, before al] are gone rho mew the 
old homestead at Alstead, that some record should be mede of its 
location, and that for those who live wider new conditions some- 
thing should be said by those who have known the generations which 
built the foundations of American prosperity - political and m- 
terial, - of the New England character and the spirit of American 
society, a society which had some ground for its claims ef deal- 
ing with its small affairs upen great principles, and of maintain- 
ing high purposes amid plain surroundings. 

Alsteac Centre is about twelve miles, ty the road, northeast 
of Nalpole, and a somewhat shorter distance east of Pellovs Falls. 
It stands vpon a broad pletsau commanding beautiful views of the 
New Hampshire hills in every direction, with glimpses between the 
hilis which, toward the north, extend beyond Ascutney lountain, 
and toward the east show the winding of the little valley through 
which runs the stream flcwing by way of Alstead Post Office to 
the Connecticut River. 

The town itself differs from other towns of the period be- 
fore the introduction of reilroads only in the beauty of a loca- 
tion almost wunequalisd; in the fact that the bread common, about 
which the settlenent was grouped, is larger than was usual even 
in those days; and in the fact that the old houses are more sub- 
stantial than in most New Eneland villages. There is about the 
place an air of old-time distinction, a mark of a certair. self- 
confidence and hopefulness on tho part cf its builders, which made 
them expect much of it and of themselves. Walpole, a town hose 
origin was of about the same date, bears alec ea mark of distine- 
tion, even cf a decree of old-time importence, but Walpole, on the 
lines of modern travel hae kept a place in the worlc. About its 
old moruments of the taste and social life of a society lmg 
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passed away, have grown up the ectivities of a prosperous country 
town and of a resort for sumer visitors. To Alstead Centre no 
such compensations have come. Railroads brought to many commmi- 
ties the stimulus which comes of widening intercourse, and open- 
ing channels of commerce. To Alstead this stimulus was wuminowm. 
Even the telerraph, which, after the introduction of railways, 
brought to places beyond the reach of improved transportation, 
the news of activities in which they could not share, brought 
nothing to Alstead. It was not until toward the end of the nine- 
teenth century that the telephone carrisd to communities like 
that living about the old Alstead common the first means of par- 
ticipation in outside activities. 

Between Alstead Centre and Warren Pond, on the west slope 
of a hill still morn as Frentice Hill, a name visibly preserved 
on the building occupied by the farmers' association called Pren- 
tice Hill Grange, may be traced the foundation stones which out- 
line portions of the old house in which Grandfather was born. 

The place now belongs to Sumer and Merritt Wilder, prosperous 
farmers living in Alstead Centre. It can best be approached from 
Yarren Pond, going up the east side of the Hill through the farm 
now oymed by Arthur Wilder following the old road, still easily 
to be traced, over the shoulder of the Hill, wmtil half way down 
the western slope a broad space is reached, sheltered from the 
east wind by the Hil) behind, approximately level and ample in 
ize to afford room for house, garden and orchard. From this 
point, looking to the North and Northwest the eye travels far 
up the Connecticut Valley and into Vermont, while looking toward 
the West the view includes the easy descent toward the foot of 
the Hill, extends up the slopes toward Alstead Centre, takes in 
the church, the school house, the little burying ground where are 
the stones mrking the earthly resting place of Nathaniel Sar- 
tell Prentice and Martha Howard his wife, and is finally bounded 
by the crests of the hills along the east side of the Connecticut 
Piver, 

It is extremely difficult at the present: time mentally to 
reconstruct conditions of life in such a country a hundred years 
ago. In the effort we are likely to forget the relative slenent, 
to ettribute to cities the importance and advantage they not pos- 
sess, and so to over estimate the physical disadvantage of the 
country and to under estimate the intellectual life of the time. 

William Cobbett, an acute observer and in the phrase of 
leslie Stephen "one of the pithiest of all English writers," gives 
in his "Year's Residence" a pleasant account of country life in 
Nex York and Pennsylvania during the first twenty years of the 
nineteenth century. 
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America, he says, “contains very few persons very much raised 
jn men's estimation above the general mass; for though there are 
some men of immense fortunes, their wealth does very little indeed 
in the way of purchasing even the outward signs of respect. .. . 
It is supposed in England that this equality of estimation must bs- 
get a general coarseness and rudeness of bekavior. Never was there 
a greater mistake. No man likes to ba treated with disrespect, and 
when he finds that he can obtain respect only by treating others 
with respect, he will use that only means. When he finds that neoi-~ 
ther. haughtiness nor wealth will bring him a civil word, he becomes 
civil himself, and I repeat it again and again, this is a cowtry © 
of universal civility. ... 

"Fron the absence of so meny causes of uneasiness, of envy, of 
jealousy, of rivalship, and of mutual dislike, society, that is to 
say, the intercourse between man and man, and family and family, be- 
comes easy and pleasant while the wiiversal plenty is the cause of 
universel hospitality. ... 

. "But, as you my say, perhaps, that plenty, however great, is 
not ali that is wanted. Very true; for the mind is of more accowmt 
than the carcass. But here is mind too. These repasts, amongst 
people of any figure, come forth under the superintendence of in- 
dustrious and accomplished house-wives, or their daughters, who all 
read.a great deal, and in whom that gentle treatment from parents 
and husbands, which arises from an absence of raking anxicsty has 
created an habitual and even an hereditary good humour. ... 

"There ere very few really ignorant men in America of native 
growth. Every farmer is more or less of a reacer, There is no 
brogus, no provincial dialects, No class like that which the 
French call peasantry. As to the men who would naturally form 
your acquaintances, they, I mow from experience, are as kind frank 
and sensible men as are, on the general run to be found in England, 
even with the power of selection. They are well-informed; modest 
Without shyness; always free to commmicate what they know, and 
never ashamed to acknowledge that thoy have yet to learn. You nev~ 
er hear them boast of thoir possessions, and you never hear then 
complaining of their wants. They have all been readers from their 
youth up; and there are few subjects upon which they cannot con- 
verse with you, whether of a political or scientific nature. At 
any rate, they always heer with patience. I do not know that I 
ever heard a native American interrupt another man while he was 
speaking. Their sedateness and coolness, the deliberate manner 
in which they say and do everything, and the slowness and regerve 
with which they express their assent, these are very wrongly es- 
tinated when they are taken for marks of a want of feeling. It 
must be a tale of woe indeed, that will bring a tear from an Ameri- 
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can's eye; but any trumped up story will send his hand to his pock- 
et as the ambassadors from the beggars of France, Italy and Germany 
can fully testify. 

"However, you will not, for a long while know what to do for 
want of the quick responses of the English tongus and the decided 
tone of the English expression. The loud voice; the hard squeeze 
by the hand; the instant assent or disssnt; the clamorous joy; 
the bitter wailing; the ardent friendship; the deadly enmity; 
the love that makes people kill themselves; the hatred that mikes 
them kill others. All these belong to the charactera of English- 
men, in whose mind and heart every feeling exists in the extrema. 
To decide the question, which character is, upon the whole, best, 
the Amsrican or the English, we must appeal to some third party. 
But it is no matter; we cannot change our natures. For ny part, 
who can in nothing, think or act by halves, I must belie my very 
nature, if I said that I did not like the character of my orm come- 
trymen best. Ye all like our own parents and children better than 
other peoples parents and children; not because they are better, 
but because they are ours; because they belong to us and we to 
them and because we must resemble each other. There are some Amer- 
icans that I like full as well as I do any man in England; but if, 
nation against nation, I put the question home to my heart, it in- 
stantly decides in favour of my countrymen." 

There has Jong been slowly growing a tradition that for cul- 
ture and the refinementsof life America is indebted to the South- 
ern colonies, and to their social institutions. Upon social con- 
ditions in the South it is not necessary to touch, though much 
material is available - as for example in ir. Olmsted's "Journey 
in the Seaboard Slave States." It should be said, however, that 
this tradition which now by dint of Southern repetition in popu- 
lar form, promises soon to be established as historical fact, does 
injustice to New England. 

Mr. Edward Isham well said in a paper read before the New York 
Historical Society in December 1888, that the New England colonists 
were not ruined and debauched noblemen, nor penniless "gentlemen" 
hangers-on of the great and vagabonds by inheritance; nor hunters 
of fortune or glory, nor the refuse of the seaports or the farms, 
nor the criminals of the State. They belonged to the mniiest, 
and most intellectually accomplished part of the inhabitants of 
England. They worthily represented the best heart and brain, and 
character and scholarship of England, the material of the Parlis- 
mont of Elizabeth, of Cromwell's army, the associates and friends 
of Hilton and Algernon Sidney. Frontenac called thom "genuine old 
perliearentarians" and the "rebels and old republican leaven of 
Cromwell." They included graduates of the great wniiversities of 
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England, and among them mon like Thomas Hooker and like John Cotton, 
who abandoned the stateliest parish church in England, for the prim- 
itive meeting house of the Massachusetts colony. They spurned the 
mines and the fountains of Indian fable. They knew history, and 
they held a philosophy of history, by which the ultimate goal was 
not the extension of any form of government, of any particular so- 
cial institution, nor of any ecclesiastical system, but the estab- 
lishment of whatever would best develop the faculties of every in- 
dividual under its influence. The end of history with them was the 
development of man. 

Of the society which was thus built up, James Iredell, hin- 
self a Southerner, a member of the Constituticnal Convention and 
afterward an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, who had trav- 
elied the Southern Circuit and was familiar with the best the 
South could offer, should make a not too partial observer. Of Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshiro, Justice Iredell wrote 
on November 30th, 1792, that the habits of the people were "indus- 
trious and virtuous in a very great degree, and nearly as much or- 
der prevails as I believe the condition of human nature will per- 
mit of. The gentlemen generally have en extraordinary degree of 
liberality even on religious subjects." "I must cbserve that I 
did not see one man dmmk (et Burlington, Vermont, during session 
of court) whereas in Virginia, at county courts, on the sare occa- 
sions,one half of those who attend are intoxicated before night." © 


1. There doubtless was an uneducated class, but it is too insig- 
nificant to be noticed, and the remarkable phenomenon exists of 
a society consisting entirely of the learned and having the wil- 
derness for its habitation. After the Winthrop immigration, it 
may be said, that for tro generations there were few men in New 
England who were not educeted; for as a late writer (Tyler Hist. 
An. Lit. 1 98) remarks, "it is probable that between the years 
1630 and 1690, there were in New England as many graduates of 
Cambridge and Oxford as could be found in any population of sim- 
ilar size in the mother country. At one time during the first 
part of that period, there was in Massachusetts and Connecticut 
a Cambridge greduate for every two hundred and fifty inhabitants, 
besides sons of Oxford not a few." Such being the case, the colo- 
nists were probably the most educated body of people ever beheld, 
and not the least singular spectacle they presented to the world, 
was the extremely flourishing conditicn of classical knowledge in 
what was in reality a howling wilderness. (Tho Development of 
Constitutional Liberty, by Eben Greenough Scott, G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1882). 

2. Journal of Travels in U.S. John Palmer, London, 1818, p. 205. 
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later in 1795, Justice Iredell wrote to Mrs. Iredell "I certainly 
was intended for a New England man. I admire the people, and the 
country, as much as many of our Southern psople affect to despise 
them." On May 18th, 1795, Justice Iredell wrote from Windsor, Ver- 
mont, "I have been here about a week . . . and have passed my tine 
very agreeably in this place, where there is a small but genteel 
society, who have shown me many pleasing civilities. They gave a 
ball one night in a very slegant room, and where there was so 
agreeable a company, that I danced with pleasure wtil after tro 
in the morning. ... In Charlestown, New Hampshire, eighteen 
miles hence, a very pretty place, there are two more elegant houses 
than any I saw in Connecticut." 

In the society of this part of New Hampshire, and in State 
politics, during the Revolutionary and constitutional period, Na- 
thaniel Sartell Prentice wes a leading figure. 

John Fiske, in treating of the origin of the Federal Consti- 
tution, has aptly termed the years following the Revolutionary War 
and before the adoption of the Constitution, the critical period of 
American histcry. In a broader sense considered not alme in rela~ 
tion to national administration but with reference also to the 
form of civil government in each colony, the condition in 1776 was 
desperately critical. With the disappearance of royal authority 
after Lexington and Bunker Hill, with the closing of ths courts, 
the active resistance to the King's officers which generally pre- 
vailed and the formal operations of war in the siege of Boston 
and Montgomery's expedition to Quebec, all shades of political 
opinion arose, soms persons maintaining that all government had 
disappeared, - in the phrase of the day, that the people had re- 
turned to a state of nature, - while others denied even the ex- 
istence of a breach with England, and termed the popular movement 
one of resistance only to unconstitutional administration. 

To find some position between these two extremes, upon which 
it might reasonably be expected to secure popular support, to es~- 
tablish some government capable of maintaining civil order, the 
public credit and the military operations which were of instant 
importance - all this was the task of the legislature which as- 
sembled in Exeter on December 21st, 1775, - an assembly charged 
as the instructions of the Tow of Portsmouth given on Christms 
Day 1775 said, "with the consideration of matters of more impor- 
tance than ever came before any body of men in this Colony." 

Mr. Prentice who was a member of this legislature made at the 
time some brisf notes of its proceedings. These notes, apparent- 
ly intended for no eye but his while adding nothing to our knowl- 
edge of the action taken and suppressing almost every reference 
to himself, nevertheless discloses very clearly his own attitude 
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toward public affairs. 


Monday, December 18th, 1775. Rode to Keene. Lodged at 
Dr. Tiffany's. 

Tuesday, December 19. Cold. Rode to Wilton. Taylor. 

Wednesday, December 20. Very cold and clear. Rode to Chester. 

Thursday, December 21. Very cold and clear. Rode to Exeter. 
Col. Gilman's, Attended Congress. Chose Col. Thornton, 
President; Ebenezer Thompson, Secretary and Noah Emery, 
Assistant Clerk. - 

Friday, December 22, Very cold and clear. Boarded at Col. 
Gilman's. Attended Congress. Debate there about qual- 
ification of members, several elections set aside. Also 
about liberating Tories - put off till tomorrow. Whee- 
lock remonstrance against the Congress in general as m- 
constitutional put off. 


The discussion seems from the official journal of proceedings 
to have been largely spent upon credentials of mombers. Several 
election cases were postponed and a new writ was issued to the 
towns of Rindge, Feterborough Slip and Jaffray. The applicetion 
of George Jaffray Esq., Isaac Rindge Esq. and Mr. William Hart 
preying to be released from confinement as voted by the late Con- 
gress, on November 16th was considered and postponed. Ths ques- 
tion as to the disposition of these gentlemen was indeed not whol- 
ly free from difficulty. The great gqusstion before the Colony, 
long the subject of earnest discussion, and now brought before the 
Congress by “heelock's remonstrance, was whether the Colony was pre- 
pared to assert the right to govarn itself. Until this right was 
asserted, there was much to say for those who adhered to England. 


Saturday, Dacamber 23, Very cold and clear. Attended Con- 
gress. Voted out of the Treasury two thousand pounds 
to fit out vessel to the foraigen West Indies for arms 
and ammmition. Wheelock petition withdraw. Col. 
Hale's (illegible) from Rindge set aside. 


On this day too it was agreed that Jaffray, Rindge, Hart 
and other Tory gentlemen, confined "on suspicion of their being 
inimical to this country, and the cause of liberty now contending 
for" have leave to go about their affairs for fifteen days, un- 
less sooner called before Congress. 


Sunday, December 24. Snowy cold storm. Attended meeting. 
Mr. Rogers preached. 
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Rev. Daniel Rogers, of illustrious Puritan ancestry was at 
this time settled over the Second Parish - the church which Col. 
Gilman attended. Rogers had been a warm friend and admirer of Rev. 
George Whitefield, who had preached in his pulpit es he head also 
preached for Mr. Nathaniel Sartell Prentice's father in Grafton. 


Monday, December 25. Cold and more pleasant. Attended Con- 
gress, Heard petition from Rye, Mr. Wheelock and a 
prisoner. Nothing further material of a public mture. 


The Rye pstition was an effort to wmseat Nathan Goss, decided 
against the petitioner. The substance of the Wheelock petition is 
not stated on the journal of the Congress, but it appears that the 
petition of John Wheelock, agent for ths towns of Hanover, Lebanon, 
Relham, Canaan, Cardigan and Grafton, having been read debated and 
understood was dismissed. 


Tuesday, December 26. Pleasant and very cold. Attended Con- 
gress. Liberated a prisoner that had been committed 
for assault, on condition that he enlist which he ac- 
cordingly did to pay charges &c. Lengthsened the tims 
for payment of the province tax last sent out for the 
space of three months. The Treasurer's report brought 
in. Found $9102.17 in the treasury. Some petitions 
heard of not much importance. Voted that all soldiers 
who had been in the army this year, and should enlist 
for another should be free from poll tax. 


The journal of Congress shows that the petition of Barton 
Pollard (a poor prisoner) being read and considered it was voted, 
that the sum of seven pounds and five shillings be paid out of the 
Treasury of this Colmy towards his prison charges, provided he en- 
list himself as a soldier in the service of this Colony, and that 
if hea settle his othsr charges due to the Prison Keeper, he be dis- 
charged from prison; that he within thirty days next coming, re- 
pair to the corps into which he shall enlist (at which time his 
wages shall commence) or that he be again committed to prison. 


Wednesday, December 27. Pleasant and very cold. Attended 
Congress. Voted 51900 to Timothy Walker to pay the 
commissary and the troops. Doings of the Committee 
of Hanover regarding Tories brought in. 

Motion made to take up government. General Sul- 
ivan's letter read; a considerable contest erose, 
and a committees was appointed to draw the outline of 
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government for this Colony. : 
Nothing more of a public nature of consequence. 


On this twenty-seventh day of December the irrepressible con- 
flict moved appreciably nearer. The vote of Congress was "that 
this Congress will take up government in such mode and form as 
this Congress hereafter shall think fit; . 

"That a Committee be chosen to draw up a Plan for the Govern- 
ment of this Colony during the present contest with Great Britain; 
that the said Committees consist of fifteen persons and that the 
Hon. Natthew Thornton and Meschech Weare Esq. Mr. SecrY. Thompson, 
Wyseman Claggett, Benjamin Giles, Phillips White, John Hurd, Is- 
rael Morey, Samuel Sherburne, Clement March, John Dudley, James 
Briton, Noah Emery, Jonathan Emery and Jonathan Lovewell be the 
Committee for that purpose. 


Thursday, December 28, Warmer than before. Pleasant. At- 
tended Congress. Granted hr. Cutts £100 as commissary. 
Voted to take up civil government by way of an assembly. 
Chose a committee of five men to draft a plan for a form 


Ld 


of government, viz..- what power the council to be chosen 


should have, by whom for the futire should be chosen, to 
report the outline between the power of the Council and 


They brought in a form manimously adopted, that the 
Council have a negative in all cases except in the in- 
creases of Council or Representatives. 


The journal of the Congress shows that "upon the question be~ 
ing put whether this Congress will at any time take up Civil Gov- 
ernment to continue during the present contest with Great Britain, 
and resolve themselves into a House of Representatives and then 
choose a Council to continue one year from the 2lst day of Decem- 
ber current, it was voted in the affirmtive. It was further 
voted to choose a Committes of this Congress to frame and bring 
in a draft or plan of a new Constitution for the rule and govern- 
ment of this Colony, and that the Hon>l®, tatthew Thornton, 
lieschech Weare, Ebenezer Thompson, Wyseman Claggett and Benjamin 
- Giles Esqrs. be the Committee for that purpose and that they en- 
ter upon that business immediately. 


Friday, December 29, Warmer. Pleasant. Attended Congress. 

Saturday, December 30. Warm. Pleasant. Attended Congress. 
Voted £10 to Captain Worthen for barracks at Portsmouth. 
Chose a Committee to deal with the Tories at Claremont 
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end Keene, viz:- Esquires Giles, Major Bellows, E.Grout, 
N. S. Prentice, 

Sunday, December 31. Rainy and froze. I at meeting Exeter. 
Mr. Adams preached. 


There was no clergyman by the name of Adams then settled in 
Exeter, but near by in Durham was that Mr. Adams, under whose pul- 
pit it was said had been hidden part of the powder taken from Fort 
William and Mary at Portsmouth a couple of years before by Col. 
Nicholas Gilman, General Sullivan and other leaders of the popular 
cause. A clergymen known to be so devoted to the causs of the Col- 
onies might well have sought oceasion to preach and have found a 
welcome in Exeter at this tim. 


Monday, January 1, 1776. Fair and pleasant. No Congress. 
I at Colonel Gilman's, 


January 2. Very fine day. Congress in the afternoon. Pro- 
posed taking up government agreeable to the mode pre- 
sented, by the Committee, but put off once or twice. 
The Committees chosen of ways and means to provide a 
plan to sink the Colony charge. Presented the report 
of the Committes. Sent to Portsmouth to view the work 
there. 


On the Committee of ways and means mentioned in the diary were 
Samuel Sherburne Esq., Benjamin Giles Esq., Major John Belloms, 
Jonathan Lovewell Esq. and Captain Nathaniel Sartell Prentice. The 
title, which here appears on the legislative journals for the first 
time, came from a commission issued to Mr. Prentice September 5th 
1775 "to be Captain of the Third Company in the Sixteenth Reginent 
of Militia, within the said Colony of New Hampshire." 


Thursday, January 3. Very warm for the season. I attended 
Congress. A dispute arose there about taking up govern- 
ment - some for taking up the old and some for new. Upon 
the whole, voted to take up government by a House and 
Council, - five in Rockingham, two in Stratham, two in 
Hillsborough, two in Chester, one in Grafton, to be cho- 
sen by the separate counties - A number of amendments 
brought in and argued. 


It was also at this time "voted that Benjamin Giles Esq. 
Major John Bellows, Captain Nathaniel Sartell Prentice, Mr. Thomas 
Sparhawk and Mr. Elijah Grout be a Committee to examine and try 
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Captain Benjamin Surmer, Sanmel Cole Esq. the Reverend Mr. Ranna 
Cassit and Eleazor Sanger, persons reputed to ba enemies to the 
liberties of this country and on conviction thereof to inflict 
euch penalties, as punishment as they shall see fit, not exceed- 
ing fine or imprisonment, saving an appeal to this House or Gen- 
eral Court." 

Cassit was the first minister of the Episcopal church in 
Claremont. He had gone to England in 1772 to obtain holy orders, 
was ordained by the Bishop of London, and returning the next year 
took charge of the church in Claremont. His sympathies appear to 
have been on the English side, for he refused the Association Test, 
became invoived in the charges brought against Colonel Asa Porter 
and after the close of the War removed to Cape Breton Island. 


Thursday, January 4. Very warm for season. Attended Con- 
gress. No great matter done but (debating) the mode al- 
ready agreed on. Several petitions read &c - all that 
could be done. The public affair did not go on. 


Friday, January 5. Thawy day. Attended Congress. Motion 
made to take up government. In the morning dispute 
reised and continued all day till night, when the Con- 
gress resolved into a House of Assembly, chose a Speake 
er and Clerk. 


The meaning of phrases has changed, and the brief record above 
quoted no longer expresses its original significance. It matters 
little now whether the legislature was Imnown as a House of Assembly 
or otherwise, but at the time the difference of title touched the 
fountain springs of authority. In what capecity did these legis- 
lators sit - as delegates in Congress, meeting under royel author- 
ity to determine how in the absence of Governor and Council the 
government should be continusd, or did they sit as the first rep- 
resentatives of a new and greater authority gathered in a new House 
of Assembly? The decision of January 5th was nothing less than the 
establishment of a government based upon popular authority. The 
delegates Mr. Bell says in his history of Exeter "in pursuance of 
the powors committed to them by their constituents, resolved them- 
selves into a House of Representatives; adopted a written consti- 
tution, the first of either of the United States; elected under 
it the needful legislative, judicial and executive officers; and 
thus New Hampshire becane, in effect, free and independent of the 
British ercwm." 

In fact, the intention to esteblish a constitutional govern- 
nent in the later meaning of the words referring to a rigid organic 
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law may not very clearly appear from the legislation of January 5th 
but the establishment of independent government is unmistakable. 

By the system then adopted, the legislature was divided into two 
branches, a House of Assembly or of Representatives and a co-ordinate 
branch composed of twelve persons and know as the Council. These 
twalve were to elect their own President and any seven to mke a 
quorum. It was ordered that no act or resolve should be valid un- 
less passed by both branches of the legislature; that all money 
bills should originate in the House of Representatives; that nei- 
ther house should adjown for more than two days without consent 

of the other; that a Secretary and all other public officers of 
the colony and of each comty for the current year, all general 

and field officers of militia and all officers of the marching reg- 
iments should be appointed by the two houses, all subordinate of- 
ficers by their respective companies; that the present Assembly 
should subsist one year, and that if the dispute with Great Britain 
should continue longer and the general congress give no direction 
to the contrary that precepts should issue annually to the several 
towns for election of councillors and representatives. 


Saturday 6. Something colder. Attended Congress. Chose 
Council. Dispute against assuming government by Ports- 
mouth member. 

Sunday '7. Clear and pleasant. I at meeting. Mr. Rogers 
preached morning and afternoon. 

8, Clear and pleasant. I attended Congress. Got 
along but little. 
9. Same as yesterday. 


Besides adopting rules of order it was 

Voted, that John Dudley Esq., Colonel walker, James W. McCraroy 
Esq. Colonel Svans and Captain Prentice be a Committee to draft an 
Act to confirm the proceedings of the late Congresses, excepting 
what relates to the pay of members of this House. 


‘10. Cold and dry. Attended Congress. Went on with 
business and chose officers for the County of Cheshire. 
Indian preacher. 


Nicholas Gilman of Exeter was appointed Treasurer and Receiver- 
General and compensation of councillors and representatives referred 
to a committee of John Dudley Esq. Captain Prentice, Mr. Baldwin and 
Mr. Chase, The unexplained mention of the matter of the Indian 
preacher, is probably a reference to the vote which appears on the 
journal of the House under date of January 12th, appointing Samo] 
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Cutts, Timothy Walker and David Gilman a Committee to draw up a rec- 
ommendation of an Indian preacher to the Indian natives, 


li. Nothing done. Received a petition from Portsmouth to 
drop all that had been done and begin anew, but after 
disputing all day, at length dismissed it and so some 
prospsct of going on peaceably. Proceeded to some lit- 
tle business choosing officers &c. : 


With the Portsmouth petition appeared also an anonymous Istter, 
a forerunner and preventer of the petition which may well have pre- 
cipitated the inevitable division. This letter, brought into the 
Houss by a member, was read as follows:- 


Portsmouth Jamary 11, 1776. 
Dear Sir:- 

As the Committee chosen yosterday by this Town are just 
going to Exeter with a Petition and Remonstrance to the Con- 
press against their procssdings, I thought I would just in- 
form you of it, for I think it gives a silly cast to all their 
doings. I hope they will not comply with their request. The 
objection was first started in the Comnittee at the Work 
House, the night before last, and the town meeting called yes- 
terday; the meeting was very thin - not above forty or fifty 
persons in it. Every one in the meeting voted for it, though 
I believe they were actuated by different motives. They had 
voted to send circulars to all the towns, that they may re- 
monstrate likewise. It was proposed I think by designing men, 
on purpose to make a division in the Colony, and I believe it 
will go near to effect unless the wisdom of the Congress pre- 
vents it. 

I am &c. 
Veritas. 


12. The bill passed for procuring fire-arms. Chose Colonel 
Nicholas Gilman, Stephen Evans, Maj. Bellows to receive 

then. 

13. Petitions brought in signifying disapprobation of taking 
up government, but were put off till next Thursday. 


This was the issue which from the beginning was inevitable. 
Government must be left with the Crown or taken up by Amorica - 
time and the logic of events to decide. The Journal of the House 
shows that on Friday January 12th. Captain Long and Mr. Sherburne 
brought in the following Dissant and Protest. 
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"ie the subscribers, chosen by the people of several 
towns in the Colony of New Hampshire to represent them in 
the Congress of said Colony hsld at Exeter on the 21st day 
of December 1775, beg leave to enter our dissent to and pro- 
test against, the present plan of taking up Government, for 
the following reasons: First, That the vote of the Conti- 
nental Congress countenancing the sams was obtained by the 
unvearied importunity (both within and without) of our Dele- 

: gates there as appears by their letter. Second, That the 
said vote does not appear to have been unanimous, but we 
have reason to think very otherwise. Third, Because the 
Colonies of New York and Virginia - which are in similar 
circumstances with us, are much larger and more opulent 
and, we presums, much wiser (to whom we would pay all def- 
erence,) - have not attempted anything of the kind, nor as 
we can learn, ever desired it. Fourth, Because we have no 
ground on which to pretend to make a Council, as our neigh- 
bours of the Massachusetts, who act by Charter never vacated 
on any legal trial. Fifth, Because it appears assuming for 
so small and inconsiderable a colony to take the lead in a 
matter of so great importance. Sixth, Because ow constitu- 
ents never expscted us to mke a new form of Government, 

. but only to set the judicial and executive wheels in motion. 
Seventh, Because, the Congress as such, could have done what 
was necessary, and their power could not be enlarged by any 

act of their own. Eighth, Because the expense of the Colony 
is greatly augmented thereby. Ninth, Because it appears to 
us too mich like setting up an independency on the mother 
country. 

. North Hill, Newington. 

levi Dearborn, " 

Richard Downing, Portsmouth. 

Samuel Sherburne, Dover. 

Stephen Evans, Portsmouth. 

Pierce Long, Rye. 

Nathan Goss, Dover. 

Otis Baker, Kensington. 

Ezekiel Worthen, Strathan. 

Benjamin Barker, Rochester. 

James Knowles, Sandwich and Moultonborough. 

Daniel Boede, Lee. 

Hercules Mooney, Les. 


On the same day was read also the Portsmouth petition, a sig- 
nificant and alarming document for those who had committed then- 
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selves and their psrsonal forties to the hope that "an open dec- 
laration of independency” might indeed not alone ba countenanced, 
but effectually supported. This it mst be remembered was six 
months before the open Declaration of the Continental Congress. 


"The hemorial and Remonstrance of the Freeholders and 
other inhabitants of ths Town of Portsmouth in legal tom 
meeting convened, humbly shows:- 

That your hemorialists are justly alarmed by the in- 
formation of their Delegates, that they together with the 
Delsgates of the several towns in this Colony were about to 
dissolve their existence as a Congress and assume that of a 
House of representatives, and to proceed to an election of 
twelve Councillors, who are to act as another branch of leg- 
islation, for the future Government of this Colony; which 
measure your Memorialists, with all decency, tenderness and 
respect, beg leave to remonstrate against for the following 
weighty reasons. 

First. As we are of opinion that the inhabitants of the 
Colony do not generally approve of this measure, we could 
therefore have wished to have had the minds of the people 
fully taken on such a momentous concernment, and to have 
known the plan before it was adopted and carried into exe- 
cution which is their inherent right. 

Secondly. fe humbly conceive that such a measure is an 
open declaration of independency which we can by no means 
countenance, until we shall know the sentiments of the Brit~ 
ish nation in general. We have hitherto viewed the contro- 
versy as with the llinistry and Parliament only; and our 
enemies are styled the Ministerial Army and Navy, and we 
have considered them as acting contrary to the voice of the 
nation. We have just received certain advices that ow 
friends in Great Britain are at this time exerting them- 
selves, and uniting in their petitions for a redress of 
grievances, and in all probability will make a powerful 
diversion in ow favour, and will finally prevail; if it 
is once fully belisved that we are not aiming at independ~ 
ency. But when they perceive we are setting up new forms 
of government, they will be exasperated against us, and 
losing sight of their former friendship and affection, will 
be filled with resentment and charge us with duplicity. 

Thirdly. We have the highest opinion of the upright 
disposition of the Congress, and that what has been done is 
intended for the general good; but, at the same time we 
must beg leave to suggest our apprehensions that this measure 
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wil] have a tendency to disunite us, which is a most alarming 
consideration, as being a circumstance, which we were well- 
informed our enemies greatly expect and will be rejoiced to 
hear of. We would be cautious of prolixity in addressing your 
Honours, but mst beg leave to repeat that the Ministry among 
other deceptions have asserted that the rebellicus war (as 
they term it) now levied, is’ become more general, and is mni- 
festly carried on for the purpose of establishing our inde-~ 
pendency. This ovr friends in Great Britain utterly deny. 
While we are governed by a Congress they have a right so to 
do, because necessity compels us to the measure, but they will 
certainly make a very wide distinction between necessity and 
what will] be called usurpation, the consequences of which de- 
serve due weight. : 

We therefore pray that the assumption of povernment may 
at least be suspended for the present, and that some regulation 
may be adopted for the preservation of property under such re- 
strictions as the Congress in their wisdom shall think proper, 
And your NMemorialists as in duty bound shall ever pray. A 
true copy. Attest. 

John Penhallow, Town Clerk, 


For those who might think Portsmouth half hearted in the mat- 
ter Clerk Penhallow later transmitted a letter which had been framed 
and adopted at a legal town meeting, held January 15th. 


To the Honourable Congress at Exeter, 

May it please your Honours: The Comnittee appointed to 
prefer the Petition of this Town of the 10th instant, having 
acquainted us that, after they had preferred the same and had 
retired, they were informed that a letter subscribed Veritas 

was read before your Honours, purporting that it was voted at 
a very thin meeting, and with other assertions utterly false, 
scandalous and derogatory to the honour of the Tow; it is 
our duty to acquaint your Honours that there were upwards of 
tio Immdrsd persons present, who unaninously voted thorefor; 
and we earnestly request that your Honours will indulge us 
with a sight of the original letter, of which that was a 
copy, in order that the author who has been guilty of this 
scandalous falsshood, may receive the reward of his just de~ 
mrit. A true copy. Attest. 

John Penhallow, Town Clerk, 


The communication was not entirely coherent, its style was 
lamentable, or absent, but as evidence of vigorous and growing dis- 
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sension the letter was sufficient. Evidently the situation needed 
careful managoment. It was resolved therefore to reply to the town 
of Portsmouth and Colonel Walker, Coloney Morey, Captain Prentica, 
Captain Long end Mr. Sherburne were made a committee for that pur- 
pose. What reply could these gentlemen make to Clerk Penhallos? 
Long and Sherburne were in sympathy with the Memorial - the other 
members of ths committes vigorous supporters of the policy of 
Thorough. Time alone could settle this issue and time doubtless 
was the purpose of the reply. 


15. Settled the wages of the Court and Council at five shil- 
lings a day. ‘ade some few civil officers. Several more 
petitions brought in, in order to break up all that had 
been done. Put off till Thursday for hearing. Ports- 
mouth members did not attend. 

16. Chose some few civil officers. Chose several Committees 
to forward business, viz. - one to examine fee table, 
one to answer letter sent to the House by General Washing- 
ton, and a Covmittee of Safety to do business in the re- 
cess of the Court, viz. - Phillip White, Esq., Captain 
Jonah Moulton and Captain Pierce Long. 


An important committee, indesd, with a most significant title - 
the Committee of Safety - charged in tims of public danger, under 
no settled governnent with no constitution and no courts open for 
protection of private right, with no less a function, as defined 
in 1775 than "to take under consideration all matters in which the 
welfare of the Province in the security of their rights is con- 
cerned, and to take the utmost care that the public sustain no 
damage." 

Upon a minor committee to prepare and bring in a bill to es- 
tablish the fees of the several officers in the Colony were Noah 
Emory Esq., Stephen Harriman, and Captain Prentice. 


17. Made civil officers for the Counties of Rockingham and 
Strafford. 
An ignominious letter had appeared, dangerous in its 
consequences. Ordered that the author be sent for. 


The letter mentioned appeared in the New Hampshire Gazette 
Tuesday, January 9th, 1776, and was the occasion for an order that 
the publisher appear at the bar of the Houso. The jowrnal of the 
House shows no further action in this matter. 


18. Sundry petitions from the several towms, as read last 


feaf Baot a2 Jenne forever ol? mot? © 


Nees 


~ nr 


ashat « xiIT .osvot edt To tad ant wa anoqgs 


outta odd ylinebivi .dmet toitine sow. modtel « Oe 
‘foot oF eto leer Lf Belles te ese 31 toga s ay 


t tra > o eon ft femeLenes enort bluco vine aro 


Of] efi To #7 roe BUOF by mad tiaras odd to 8 
omit bas oveet eicd eftdea Givod onole octT . 


e ol fing orld $naks etao secnty edt lad of bus ,beazeo 


e of s te 
vnolod edt at etasitto Laroves edd Fo soph od? datidad 
colineri : rirata ad bas cack ital nodqesé ,spad rend 


inh ,betssags had tettel avokninongt mA nal | 
scree ed condi add ¢ tadt berebt) .seomeupenmos = saa. 


erie amet well eff act beteeaas bectok es nod ent, 


a 


,Yyoras yon Bigs anole bas dtisce 70% te 
frag # obs a etow emuimete «ai bas gaol 1 


of edd Attw yitegnye mE eter. erunds 


vclges ond to seoqag oct mew 


oD bea tauvod ect to sensw adit Belsisoe aL 
Eto Ltvio wet antoe obs ,iep & egatl a 


ty deetd of tebto at .al Snqeom enoisizeq i 
sod rot yabewdT (Itt TYo A seGob need : 


¢ 


ton Bib esedpiem atrvom | 

ee oaodd .eteoitho Ifyfo ) re enon onodd wot 
keud Heel of 

cp * teal of e060 

rd ob of ytots? to eottinwd B Rms .noe ‘ 

+ tfftdt ~ .xiv , smo em Zo seen 


} Lwa tT) hve som & o hf Saco T 
Tila iav Vis tO Sse FGIIO 


j ttw , boobrd timeoo #andtoqmt aA 
» atte y eatt : reo ~ ytets® to eottimiod ccf oa 
c sotdudisecos on ciiw dnemmrmevon bolites. om 99° 
refttonmrt e eeel on délw .dipka shaving to molvocsomy 
exatien ifs aoigatrebl \aop ‘rebey efaf of ® andt AVE mE 
ett tiedt to yviinrose ors ck esatwer ent to etstiow | 


oma t j 
i unted bar eteqetq of cakkapene tonia g moqgU 


pec. we 
-inoft ‘to eakdauod oft tot eteot¥te Civico ebat SE. 
biotisds. we 1c a ) 


‘s Tot sotesooe ond saw bas .OvVE 


tadtam etdd at aoltfos roid ast 


- 


26 


week, to suspend government were considered and largely 
debated. Captain Langdon, membsr of the Continental Cone 
gress, Was present and represented the mind of that 
House to be as the Representatives of this Court had 
agreed, but notwithstanding the determination of the 
petitioners they were put off until next session. 


This was the action taken on Thursday, the day to which deter- 
mination of the great question of government or no government - 
independency or submission - had been adjourned for final hearing 
‘and decision. . 

On this day also came up a contested election which was re- 
ferred to a committes composed of John Dudley, Esq., Captain Pren- 
tice, Mr. Balch, Captain Wait, James Betton Esq. and kiajor Bellas, 
by whom evidence was heard and a report made. 


19. Isle of Shoals people before the House by its order, as 
being represented unfriendly, but were finally, after long 
debate, discharged. Several letters from headquarters 
recommending to raise two thousand men, to be considered 
tomorrow. ; 


With this entry the diary stops - probably because of increas- 
ing pressure of public business, - for the session continued eight 
days longer. During this time the records of the House referring 
to Captain Prentice show the following action. 

January 19. "Voted, that John Dudley, Esq., Samuel Dudley, 
Esq., Captain Prentice, James Betton Esq. and Major Bellows, be a 
committee of this House to join a committee of the honorable Coun- 
cil to examine into and report what Wages or Pay each committee 
man employed by the late Congresses and by this House ought to re- 
esive for their services" &c. 

Monday, January 22. A committee composed of Colonel David 
Gilman, James Betton Esq. and Captain Prentice were directed to 
consider "General Sullivan's appointing officers for a new Regi- 
ment and his requisition to this Assembly, concerning said Regi- 
ment and to make report to this House as soon as may be. 

Tuesday, January 23. Colonel Walker, Captain Prentice and 
Colonel David Gilman directed to confer and report "what may best 
be done in respect to the Regiment now raising for the Continental 
Army and commissioning them." 

Voted, That Colonel Timothy Walker, Captain Josiah Moulton, 
Captain Prentice, Mr. Jacob Abbott, Colonel Evans and Colonel Morey 
be a committee of this House to confer with a committee of the hon- 
orable Council about the appointment of civil officers in this 
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Colony. ppm? 

Thursday, Jamary 25. Voted, That Colonel David Gilman and 
Captain Prentice be added to the Committee of Safety for the purpose 
of fitting out the Regiment under Colonel Bedel for Canada. 

Voted, That the Conmittee of Safety proceed to fit out and 
send off to Canada the Regiment under Colonel Bedel the sitting of 
the General Assembly notwithstanding. 

Voted, That John Dudley Esq., Otis Baker Esq., Mr. Jacob Ab- 
bott, Captain Prentice and lir. Emerson be a committee of this 
House to join with a committee of the honorable Board to nominate 
proper persons in the respective Counties to administer an oath 
to the respective Officers of each County in this Colony, and to 
nominate a committees in each County to receive bonds of the Re- 
corder of Deeds and Conveyances, Register of Probate and County 
Treasurer in the respective Counties in this Colony; and also to 
nominate a committee in each County to remove the Record of Deeds 
and Conveyances and of the Probate to the places where they are 
to be kept in the respective counties. 

Friday, Jamuary 26. Preparation of a form of oath to be tak- 
en by County Officers referred to Captain Prentice and Captain 
Hercules Mooney. 

Saturday, January 27. Voted, That the Committee of Safety be 
directed to write to the Cmtinental Congress and lay the plan of 
Government taken up by this Colony before them, and let them know 
that a number of the members of this house dissented to and pro- 
tested against the same (supposing it breathed too much of the 
spirit of independency) and to know the judgment of the Congress 
thereon. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety receive out of the Treas- 
ury nine shillings per day for their past services, and for every 
day of their sitting in the recess of the General Court, they pay- 
ing their expenses, and that they be allowed the same travel as 
the members of the General Court have. 

The chief defect in the government thus hastily put together 
was the failure to create an executive authority, - an omission 
which was probably due to the wide-spread reluctance to make a 
final breach with the English people and assume the royal author- 
ity. It was therefore sought to govern by means of a legislative 
assembly and a Committee of Safety. Frequent legislative sessions 
were necessary and every one was continually interrupted by execu- 
tive duties often of minor importance. For the session which be- 
gan on March 7th 1776, Mr. Prentice's diary, - if one were kept - 
is not preserved. The proceedings refer to his part in public af~- 
fairs as follows:- 

Friday, March 8. Voted, That Jonathan Lovewell, Esq., Joseph 
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Badger, Esq. Mr. Dearborn, Captain Nathaniel Sartell Prentice md 
Mir. Elijah Grout be a committee of this House to join a committee 
of tho honorable Board, to revise and correct the table of fess for 
the several Officers of this Colony, and to make report to this 
House as soon as may be, 

Thursday, March 13. "Voted, That Captain Natheniel Sartell 
Prentice forthwith repair to Cambridge, and carry the letter now 
prepared to General Washington and request of him to return the 
Powder lent by this Colony for the Continental Army." 

Surely not a very promising errand =~ the uses for powder in 

' those days exceeding the hsadquarters supply. It was but ten days 
earlier that Washington writing from Cambridge to Joseph Reed, ac- 
knowledging two letters added "For the agreeable accounts in one 
of them, of your progress in the manufacture of powder, and pros- 
pect of getting arms I am obliged to you, as there is some consola- 
tion in knowing that these useful articles will supply some part 
of the Continental troops, although I feel too sensibly the morti- 
fication of having them withheld from me, Congress not even think~ 
ing it necessary to take the least notice of my application for 
these things." 

More will be heard about the powder later. In the meanwhile 
it may be assumed that lir. Prentice went to Cambridge as direct- 
ed, for he doas not again appear upon the journals of the House 
until March 19, when it seems that he had returned in season to 
join in the Proclamation then adopted announcing to the Colony the 
establishment of the much-disputed government. 


"By the Council and Assembly. 
"A Proclamation. 

"hereas the Congress of this Colony have, agreeable to a 
recommendation from the honourable Continental "Congress, resolved 
and formed themselves upon a form of government by a Council and 
House of Representatives, which plan has been published and dis- 
persed through the Colmy, and is to ke in force during the pres- 
ent dispute with Great Britain, unless otherwise advised by the 
Continental Congress; conformable to which said plan of govern- 
ment the Council and Assembly have chosen and appointed the proper 
officers for the administration of justice in the several Coun- 
ties, who are to be sworn to the faithful discharge of their sev- 
eral trusts. It is therefore expected that no person or persons 
claim or exercise any civil authority but such as are or may be 
appointed as aforesaid, on the penalty of being deemed inimical 
to their country. Provided: nevertheless and this proclamtion 
is intended not to interfere with the powers of the necessary 
Comuittes of Safety chosen in the several towns through the Cole 
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ony, by virtue and in consequence of any recommendations or re- 
solves of the Continental Congress, whereof all persons are bound 
to take due notice and govern themselves accordingly. And at the 
same tims it is earnestly recommended that in this distressing day 
of public calamity, when our enemies are watching all opportunities 
to ensnare and divide us, every one should strive to prevent and if 
possible to quell all appearance of party spirit, and to cultivate 
and promote peace union end good order, and by all means in their 
power to discourage profanity, immorality and injustice. 

GOD SAVE THE PEOPIE. 


The Declaration of Independence, adopted by the Congress on 
the 4th of July, 1776, asserts that a decent respect for the opin- 
ions of mankind required a statement of the causes which had led 
to the separation of America from the government of Britain. What 
part of mankind held the opinions which the Declaration sought to 
conciliate is not stated but the proceedings in New Hampshire show 
that in that Colony the effort was chiefly directed to bring Tory 
opinion around to support the adoption of Independence and in this 
matter New Hampshire took leadership and with Massachusetts pre- 
cipitated the movement which all the Colmies approved and adopted. 

The reply from the message to Cambridge asking for a return 
of loaned powder probably indicated as has been suggested, that 
there were urgent public uses for that commodity near Boston. 
Possibly too, word was brought back of Reed's proposition for the 
manufacture of powder and of Washington's favorable judgment. At 
any rate, on the same day, March 19, it was, "Voted, That a con- 
mittee of five members of this House be chosen to join a committees 
of the honourable Board to confer together about thse bounty and 
price of Saltpeter and all other matters relating thereto, and 
that Mr. Cutts, Mr. Lovewell, Captain Prentice, Deacon Knowlos, 
end Mr. Emerson be the committee of this House for that purpose." 

The committee advised "that three shillings six pence be the 
stated price of Saltpeter and that the bounties heretofore pron- 
ised be paid in addition thereto; that a committee be appointed 
well skilled in chemistry to receive all genuine Saltpetro, md 
give the omer a certificate of such reception directed to the 
Treasurer of this Colony, who shall be directed to pay for the 
same agreeable to the above price. That a committee be appoint- 
ed to get a Powder Nill erected on the best terms they can, and 
as soon as possible within the limits of the Town of Exeter." 

On Thursday, March 21, it was voted that Colonel Walker, 

John Dudley Esq. and Captain Prentice confer with a committee 
of the Council and roport what business was most urgent before 
adjournment. 
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Upon this the Committee reported, that a Committee of Safety 
should be appointed; that the regulations about Saltpetre be fin- 
ished and directions about a powder-mill; that a committee of 
three be appointed (in the recess of the Court) to draw out and 
present to the Court at their next session for their approval, a 
Table of Fees for a reward for the several officers of government 
for their services, and that the Court be adjourned on Saturday 
next to the first Wednesday in June. This program was followed. 
The Committee on the fee table was made by the appointment of 
Captain Trentice and Deacon Baldwin. On the Committees to audit 
the accounts of the Committee of Safety were Captain Prentice, 
Doctor Nichols and Deacon Knowles. The next day a comnittees con- 
posed of Captain Prentice, Colonel Evans, Mr. Patten and Mr. Grout 
was appointed to consider "the pay-roll of the members of this 
House" and the House then adjourned to the fifth of June. 

It was by the Committee of Safety in authority during this 
recess of the Legislature that the Association Test was imposed 
upon the inhabitants of New Hempshire - a proceeding whose returns 
from the several towns together mke up something like a Domesday 
Book for the State, showing the names and locaticn of the inhabit- 
ants and their political associations, whether patriot or loyalist. 
The basis of this proceeding was the resolution adopted by the Con- 
tinental Congress on March 14th, 1776, recommending to the several. 
Assemblies or Cormittees of Safety of the Colonies, to cause all 
persons to be disarmed who were notoriously disaffected to the 
cause of America, or who had refused to associate to defend the 
Colcnies against the hostile attempts of the British fleet and 
armies. In accordance with this resolution the New Hampshire 
Committee of Safety, on April 12th, 1776, directed the several 
towns to demand of all miles, (lunatics, idiots and negroes ex- 
cepted) "to sign the Declaration on this Paper, and when so done 
to make Return thereof, together with the Name or Names of all 
who shali refuse to sign the same" &, The Declaration read as 
follows: 


"In consequence of the above Resolution of the Hon. 
Continental Congress, and to show our determinatim in join- 
ing our American brethren, in defending the lives, liberties 
and properties of the inhabitants of the United Colonies; 

We the subscribers, do hereby solemnly engage and prom- 
ise, that we will, to the utmost of our Power, at the Risque 
‘of our Lives and Fortunes, with Arms oppose the Hostile Fro- 
ceedings of the British Fleets and Armies against the United 
American Colonies." 
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Tho returns show that €191 persons in New Hampshire subscribed 
to this Test, and that 773 refused. Among the signers in Alstead 
were Solomon Prentice and Nathaniel Sartell Prentice. In that Tow 
there were but four Se area - Simon Baxter, Sanuel Chandler, John 
Thomson and Sanuel Miller. 

When the Legislature met in June, Captain Prentice and Ir. 
Jacob Abbott were appointed a committee to consider and report upon 
the means of procuring fire-arms, and the next day Captain Prentice, 
Colonel Walker, James Betton Esq., Richard Dorming Esq. and John 
Dudley Esq. were appointed e committee of the House to confer with 
a cormittee of the Council and report a program of legislation. 

This program reported the same day as follas: 

The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider what busi- 
ness is necessary to be done this session, recommend the following 
things, viz: A table of fees to be completeds a determination 
about opening the courts of law; the civil list to be filled up, 
and commissions for the several courts to be made out; an act to 
enforce the payment of the Colony taxes,and others; an act to pre- 
vent alteration and counterfeiting the bills of credit of this and 
neighboring Colonies, and to make the bills of credit of said Col- 
onies a legal tender; an act to regulate taxation and the sun to 
be raised this year; an act to regulate the militia; an ect for 
abolishing the Court of Appeals in this Colony and for determining 
how appeals shall be made and heard from decrees of the judges of 
Probate, for the future. That the persons who have laid out the 
Colmy's money may be compelled to render accounts thereof; that 
the sending of our accounts to Philadelphia be no Imger delayed, 
and that attested accounts of the number of the people be procured 
immediately, Necessary orders to be made out for raising the Con- 
tinental Battalions. Some directions about Saltpetre to be given. 
Directions in what name &c. writs shal] issue. A resolve that all 
persons shell be prosecuted, who after the sitting of the Courts 
of Session in tho respective Counties shall sell liquors without 
& license, and that no person be licensed without procuring a cer- 
tificate that they paid their excise for the year 1775. An act 
for the better observation of the Lord's Day. An act imposing a 
fine on all Justices of the Mace and Ministers for joining per- 
sons in wedlock without a certificate from the Clerk or Clerks of 
the towns where the persons married live, that they have been law- 
fully published; To revive the late Highway Act. To make the 
Courts of Probate circular. Sore further directions about fire 
arms, An act for making captures on the sea &c. and for condemn- 
ing them and to commission the Judge end Register of the Admiralty. 

It was an ambitious program, much interrupted in execution by 
the pressing necessity of administrative detail. During the ses- 
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sion Captain Prentice was, as before, on many committees, includ- 
ing committees to commission officers for military service, and to 
prepare and equip the regiment which had been voted for Montgomery's 
expedition to Qusbec. 

On June 20th the quastion of the loansd powder once more cams 
forward, end it was voted "to choose a committee of three men of 
this House to join a conmittee of the honorable Board to confer 
upon the best method of procwring provisions, and other necessaries 
for the Regiment going into Canada, and to make report to this 
House as soon as may be; and that Captain Prentice, Colonel Walker 
and Captain Long be the comnittes of this House for that purpose; 
and also to consult upon the best method of getting Shots and Balls 
belonging to this Colcery now in store at Mystick and to write to 
General Washington for an order to receive the Powder loaned by 
this Colony for the supply of the Continental Army; and also to 
try and borrow some cannon from the Colony of Massachusetts Bay." 

The powder matter was despsrate, for nine days later, ~ on 
June 29th - it was voted "that Mr. Richard Champney be sent ox- 
press to General Ward in Boston and makes application to him to re- 
place to this Colmy the quantity of Powder fimnished and lent to 
Gensral Washington last year for the use of the Continental Arny, 
and in failure of that, that he ba empowered to borrow for this 
Colony thirty or forty barrels of Powder for the present urgent 
necessity, and if that cannot ba obtained either from General Ward 
or the Massachusetts Assembly, that he propose an exchange of Salt- 
petre, as much as can be spared from our present stock, for Powder 
on the best terms he can, and also to purchase Powder from private 
hands." 

Mr. Richard Champney appears to have lost no time in going ex- 
press to Boston, for on June 30th - the day after this resolution 
was adopted at Exeter, the mtter was presented to General Ward who 
on that day wrote to Gensral Washington wpon the subject. In his 
reply, dated at New York, July 7th, Washington, after noting that 
the exposed situation of the New Hampshire frontier renders every 
precaution necessary for their defence, says, "I think it would bts 
proper to gend a quantity of it (the powder) to some safe place 
on the commmication betwixt this end Boston, thers to be ready 
in case of accident, or if it should be wanted" - Norwich suggest- 
ed. How much of this encouraging reply was transmitted to New 
Hampshire it is impossible to surmise. No further effort to secire 
return of this powder was made. Tho powder miil which had been 
suggested at the previous session was however well under way. This 
mill commenced operations in Exeter about the middle of August 17% 
and continued probably throughout the War. In October 1776, the 
supply of powder was so great that a comaittes was appointed to re- 
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rt “what method is best to take concerning the Powder now on hand 
in this State, whether to store it, or distribute it into several 
towns (as the Powder house in Fxeter is full). 

In the meanwhile, the committees on the equipment of the regle 
ment for service in Canada reported “that Colonel Hurd be appointed 
to fix off all the companies from Cohos with ten days provisions, - 
except Captain Parker's and Captain Wetherbes's companies, who we 
would recommend to be fixed off by Captain Prentice at Charlestown, 
with ten days provisions - to proceed by way of Crown Point; and 
that the persons appointed Nustere-masters deliver each company a 
days provision for every twenty miles travel from the place thay 
march from until they come to Cohos or Charlestown - otherwise pay 
to each man one penny per mile for said distance; and that said 
Hurd end Prentice deliver each man e ouart of rum, and that six doze 
en exes be provided at Exeter and sent forward. 

During the remairder of the session Mr. Prentice was on all 
the most important committees:- Jume 26, a committee to report on 
the advisability of establishing a force of Rangers for the protece 
tion of the frontier; a committee to receive and tell over money 
contributed to the State by the Continental Congress; a commit- 
tee on the supply of powder for frontier towns; and a committee 
on the program of legislation; June 28, a committee on the supply 
of fire-arms for the Colmy. June 29, Speaker pro ten. 

On Thursday, July 4th, 1776 it was voted "that the honorable 
Neschech feare, Esq., Matthew Thornton, Nathaniel Folsom, Ebenezer 
Thomson, and Wyseman Claggett Esquire of the Council, and the hon- 
orable Fhillips White Esq., John Dudley, Timothy Walker, Matthew 
Patten, Otis Baker, Josiah Moulton, Benjamin Parker, Nathsniel 
Sartell Prentice end Pierce Long Esquires of this House, be a Com- 
mittes of Safety for this Colony, to transact all the business of 
both Houses, in the recess of the General Court; with all the 
power and authority that any Committee of Safety of this Colony, 

_ before chosen or appointed, have had and exercised, and to sppoint 
and commission officers, in case of the death or refusal of those 
that are already appointed; and on any emergency, to call the 
Council and House together as occasion may require, and that any 
eight of said Committee be a quorum to do business. 

The next session of the Legislature met on September 4th 
1776, and was devoted chiefly to executive administration. 

On the 10th of September, the Declaration of Independence, 
being read and published, it was 

"Voted and Resolved, that this Colony Assume and take upon 
themselves the Name and Stile of Now Hampshire, end that al] come 
missions, writs, processes and all Law Proceedings, which hereto- 
fore were made and issued in the Name and Stile of the Province 
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of New Hampshire, or in the Name and Stile of the Colony of New 
Hampshire, shall henceforth bs made and issued in the Name and 
Stile of the State of New Hampshire and not otherwise." 

Time itself had evidently been on the side of those who sup=- 
ported the policy of Thorough, for to this final declaration of 
independency there appears to have been no objection. No comm- 
nication from Clerk Penhallow is shown on the record of the Houses, 
nor any several petitions to undo all thst had been done and to 
begin anew. A too vigorous protest would doubtless be taken notice 
of, and might not, like the case of Colonel Asa Porter, bs put over 
until the next session. What had been done indeed could now no 
longer be wndons. It was too late to bezin anew, and those who 
had signed the Association Test, to resist with arms "at the Risque 
of our Lives and Fortunes" found further tests awaiting them. 

There was need for more troops. A force of Rangers was voted 
for the protection of the Western frontier, and Captain Prentice 
and Deacon Baldwin were made a Committee of the House to join with 
the Council in putting this force in the field at once. Captain 
Moulton, John iicClary, Esq. Deacon Baldwin, Captain Prentice, 

James Knowles Esq., Colonel Sherburne and Samus] Emerson Esq. were 
made a committee on the appointment of officers in the Continental 
Battalion then raising in the State. The regular course of these 
proceedings was interrupted by the following letter from the Presi- 
dent of Congress in Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia, September 3, 1776. 
Gentlemen: : 

Our enemies being determined to make a powerful attack 
on New York and the States adjoining thereto, and having for 
this purpose collected their whole force from every pert of 
the Continent, it is incumbent on the United States of Amer- 
ica to take ths most effectual measures to defeat their deep. 
laid Scheme against this Country. 

The Congress have just received Information from General 
Washington of the very great and Superior Strength of the 
Enemy, and if we consider the recent change in the Situation 
of our affairs at New York, we shall soon be convinced that 
nothing will prove an adequate Remedy in our present circum- 
stances but the most vigorous exertions on our part. I am 
therefore by order of Congress to request you will imnediate- 
ly send all the aid in your power to our Army at New York. 

The State of our affairs is so extrerely critical that 
Delay may be attended with fatal consequences. Suffer me 
therefore to press you in the name and by the Authority of 
your Country, to an immediate compliance, and with all the 
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earnestness so naturally suggested by the Importance of the 
cause. Altho' I doubt not your orn ardor would be a suffi- 
cient stimulus when called on by the voice of Liberty, yet 
my anxiety is so grest I cannot refrain on the present occa- 
sion from beseeching you to exert yourselves. Everything is 
at Stake; our Religion, our Liberty; ‘the Peace and Happiness 
of Posterity, are the grand objects in this Dispute; which 
that we may be able to procure and transmit to future genera- 
tione, is the constant and uninterrupted wish of, 
Gentlemen your most ohedt 
Very Humble Servt 
nt ' John Hancock, President. 
To the Hon5l® Assembly of ; her) dee y Sher 
New Hampshire. —¢ 161638% 


It seems likely that this letter reached Exeter on the lAth of 
September, for on the afternoon of that day a special meeting of the 
Couneil and Assembly was held for the purpose of raising a Battalion 
to reinforce the army at New York. The decision finally reached was 
to raise two regiments and Colonel] Walker, Jonathan Blanchard, Bene 
jamin Giles Esq., John Hurd Esq., Captain Prentice, Deacon Baldwin 
and Jacob Abbott were mads a committee of the House "to give out or- 
ders and make provision for marching said men, to give orders to 
the several companies of militia for raising their proportion of the 
wen, and all other necessary orders for mustering and equipping them." 

On September 17th the Legislature appointed the field officers 
of these two regiments as follozs: 

First Regiment: Colonel, Thomas Tash; Lieutenant Colmel, 
Joseph Welsh; Vajor, William Gregg. 

Second Regiment: Colonel, Nahum Baldwin; Lieutenant Colonel, 
Gordon Hutchins; Major, Nathaniel Sartell Frentice. 

With this appointment, Mr. Prentice's connection with legisla- 
tive proceedings ends for a tims. 

The published "Provinc‘al, Town and State Papers" contain a 
note, inserted by the editor, to the effect that "Prentice did not 
serve."1 This is undoubtedly a mistake. If his nama do not appear 


1. Tha only ground on which the editor mado the statement quoted, 
is that Major Prentice drew no pay. He was commissioned, but 
not paid. 

But the fact that he received no pay proves nothing whatever 
about his service, None of the men in Captain Smedley's company 
from W4liijamstown who fought at Bennington, claimed pay, and, a8 
Professor Perry remarks "consequently there is no muster roll of 
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on the pay-roll of his regiment, the explanation may be that rece 
ords were incomplete or that he served on some detail. This we 
know, - that although he had been a constant attendant at the As- 
senbly his ettendance ceased with his military appointment. This 
4s a matter of record. We know too the family history of his serv- 
ice, which I have had personally from Aunt Candace and from Grand- 
father, and I have in my possession a pewter utensil brought by 
Wajor Prentice from the battlefield of White Plains. Indeed the 
story is still told at Alstead how three other women whose husbands 
had also gone with the reinforcements sent at this time to Gensral 
Washington lived with Mrs. Prentice. TJ heard this story in the 
summer of 1907 from Mr. George A. Mayo of East Alstead, a man ap~ 

. parently over seventy years old. 

In the historical notes attached to the copy of the sermon 
preached in the First Congregational Church at Alstead, January 
1826, and published the sams ysar, Rev. Ssth S. Arnold eays of 
Mr. Prentice, "He was appointed Major in the Revolutionary strug- 
gle, to go to New York, and was stationed et White Flains." This. 
sermon was preached on the tenth anniversary of Mr. Arnold's or- 
dination. hir. Prentice died one year before hir. Arnold had cone 
to Alstead, but his daughter Susanna Prentice Banks was living in 
Alstead when the sermon was preached and is quoted as authority 
for one of Mr. Arnold's statements. Susanna was born in July 1759. 
She was therefore seventeen years old in 1776, and must have known 
the facts about her father's military service. She died in 1839. 

The records of the United States Adjutant Genoral's office, 
are stated in a letter of General Ainsworth, February 18, 1908. 


"Yt is shown by the records of this office that one 
Nathaniel Sartell Prentice served as a captain in Bellars 
Jr's Reginent of New Hampshire Militia Revolutionary War. 
His name appears on a return of that organization dated at 
Walpole, March 15th, 1776, which bears no special remark 
relative to his service. 

The records also show that one Nathaniel S. Prentice 
served as a private in Col. Benjamin Bellows's Regiment of 
New Hampshire Militia, which re-inforced the garrison at 
Ticonderoga in June 1777. His name appears on a roll 


their names . . . but the proof is conclusive on other grounds, 
and from tradition, that there were at least one hundred of 
them." (Williamstown & Williams College, published by the 
Author, Norwood, Massachusetts, 1899, p. 112). 
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dated February 20, 1778, which shows: 'Time of engagement, 
June 28; time of discharge July 9; time in service, 12 
days.' 
Nothing further relative to the services of these sole 
diera has been found of record. 
F.C. Ainsworth, 
Adjutant General." 


In 1777, Wajor Prentice and Solomon Prentice went as privates 
in Captain Amos Shepard's company of Col. Benjamin 3ellows' Regi- 
ment which marched on June 29th to reinforce the garrison at Ti- 
conderoga; Ezra Parmales, or as the name is slsewhere spelled 
Parmely, being a lieutenant in Lieutenant Nichol's Newport company 
of the same regiment. The service was short and the purpose of 
the movement not accomplished, Ticondsroga fell, and the troops 
disbanded. 

The expedition and its disappointments find an echo in the 
dealings of the Chesterfield Committees of Safsty with Ephraim 
Baldwin, a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, who after the re- 
treat not only advocated acceptance of the terms of peace offered 
in Burgoyne's proclamation, but in his judicial capacity released 
persons who had been confined by the Committees of Safety or the 
more stalwart members of the court. In the laborious and much 
mis-spelled report of these doings sent to tha General Assembly 
by Samuel Fairbank, Chairman of the Chesterfield Committees, Judgs 
Baldwin is quoted at somes length. He had released the prisoners 
he said because they had been confined "for ye sake of ye rabble." 
Burgoyne's proclamation, he believed "offered Amsrica psace and 
pardon and all liberties and privileges they were born under if 
they would coms and take protection under him." "I never could 
tell" Baldwin added “what it was that began this war, neither can 
' I tell what will end it, and my advice is for us all to take to 
plow, ye hoe, ye axe, ys scythe &c. and mind our own business." 
When "answer was made what we do fight for, then he said because 
they loved to fight and chose war rather than peace, and it would 
be better to make application to God.” 

This incident perhaps throws some light upon the nature of 
the Revolutionary struggle. 

The period of the establishment of the Commonwealth in J 
land, and of popular government in the Coloniss was one in which 
for a long course of years the minds of men had been directed to 
learn and define the principles which underlay the science of gov- 
ernment. In America this tendency had received an additional in- 
pulse from the conditions in a new country which compelled every 
citizen to take some part in the government then forming. In a 
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community whose conceptions of universal order gave to every in- 
fraction of binding law en sternal consequence there was thus d6é- 
velopsd in matters of public administration an educated public 
opinion which might judge lightly a question of expadiency but 
which would not overlook official usurpation. It was probably 
entirely true, as Judge Baldwin said, that a person who took to 
the plow, the axe, the scythe, the hos, might not readily under- 
stand "what it was began this war," but the colonists minded not 
alone their own business but also the public business. In this 
aspect the war was anticipatory, - it was waged upon questions of 
principle, before any great burden had fallen upon the body of the 
people. Judge Baldwin's advice then, to return to private life 
and let public affairs alone was not likely to find favour. 

Attached to Chairman Fairbank's report is a "coppy of a Let- 
ter Esqr. Prentice and Esqr. Bellows to Ephraim Baldwin, Esqr. 
and to the Comite of Safety of Chesterfield." This letter, Mr. 
Fairbank's "coppy" being reduced to more conventional forms, 
reads as follows: ; 

Alstead, Sept. 5, 1777. 

Sir, - 

I am informed by Saml. Fairbank of your town that you 
have through inadvertency, or good will been endeavoring to 
instill into the minds of your neighbours to lay down their 
arms and accept of Burgoyns's proclamation, which I could 
not have thought could ever have entered your mind, by the 
little acquaintance I have had with you - much more a man 
in your station must have known it being very detrimental 
to the peace and good order of our very much oppressed and 
injured country - and furthermore that you take it upon you 
to release those persons from their confinement into which 
they were put by the court at Keene of whom you were one; 
which was done for the safety of the State and not to satis- 
fy the rabble (as I understand you are pleased to say) - and 
this notwithstanding their refusing to take upon them the 
oath of allegiance which your Committee are favored with a 
copy of and which was made on purpose for the benefit of 
these very men laid under these bonds, and which upon their 
accepting and performing they were to be released and not 
otherwise, and ought strictly to be kept, as it is a still 
further proof of their being enemies, 

; Now, sir, as I have laid the matter briefly before you, 
my further advice is that you make a public and fres recanta- 
tion of the opinion that it seems you have advanced by the 
depositions before me, and make full and ample satisfaction 
therefor, if it be in your power. Otherwise, I shall, and 
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do advise the Committee of your town to take proper deposi- 
tions of the matters cf complaint and transmit them to the 
General Court for their determination thereon, that the in- 
iquity that you have endeavored to distil into the minds of 
the psople, which is of dangerous consequence and ought at 
all adventures to be stoppsd without any loss of time - which 
I doubt not if done and a steady and firm mind amongst the 
friends of America duly cultivated, that under Cod, we shall 
in due time see this Jand an asylum of liberty and religion, 
Therefore my prayer and desire is that ell unfriendly ones 
may be displaced from places of trust and power and even from 
society of true friends to her cause. 

Nathl. S. Prentice. 
To Ehpraim Baldwin Esqr. 

Sir, - Having perused the foregoing letter I find it 
apresable to my mind. , 
Benja. Bellows, 

To Ephraim Baldwin Esqr. 


The advice thus pressed upon him, Judge Baldwin fol)owed, 
signing on September 25,1777, a most ample ecknuwledgment of error, 
which subsequently he tried to modify. On March 2, 1778 he was 
cited to appear before the General Assembly on the secord Friday 
of their next session. No further acticn was taken end probably 
none was required, 

In the case of Simon Raxter, one of the four residents of 
Alstead who refused the Asscciaticn Test, and who afterward served 
with the British forces, a stronger course wes follewed. Baxter 
was arrested on a warrant issued by Mr. Prentice, examined before 
him as committing magistrate November llth, 1778 and sent to 
Exeter, The records appear to sugpest that Baxter subsequently 
acted as ea spy in American employ. 


The controversy which brought about a collision in the bor- 
der towns over the disputed jurisdiction in the New Hampshire 
Grants originated in. the convention of committees from several 
towns in the County of Cumberjand held in October 17&0, although 
the dispute had existed for a generation before. At this Conven- 
tion it was decided to call a Conventicn to meet in Cherlestown 
"to devise and carry into execution such measures ea they shall 
deem best calculated to unite in one political body all the in- 
habitants from Mason's Grant on the East, to the Heighth of Land 
on the Fest side of the Connecticut River." 

The Charlestown Convention, at which somes forty-three towns 
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were represented was held on January 16, 1781, and ea distinct and 
comprehensible statement of the right of the inhabitants of the 
Grants to self-government was formulated. . 

The Governor of New Hampshire, it was said, had long exercised 
juriediction over, and granted a large part of the lands within the 
territory known as the New Hampshire Grants - on both sides of the 
Connecticut River - to persons who had offered to establish eettle- 
ments thereon subject to the jurisdiction of the Crown of Great 
Britain in connection with the coleny of New Hampshire; that the 
King in 1764, had made an arbitrary decree dividing the territory 
between New York and New Hempshire at the Connecticut River, and 
that this was done without the consent cr Imowledge of the owners 
and proprietors in the Grants, and in violation of the royal engage- 
ments; that “this connection rendered the Government of New Hamp- 
shire more extensive than the object of their first incorporation, 
viz. - the Mason patent"; that the eubordination of the inhabitants 
of said territory to the Crown of Great Britain having ceased "those 
connsctions have ceased which resulted from and were dependent on a 
subordination to Great Britain, and as eaid territory was never an- 
nexed by charter to any one or more of the American Colonies, nor 
otherwise connected with them than by an order from the King to his 
Governors to exercise authority there in behalf of the Crown ... 
the jurisdiction was, of consequence, by the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, transferred to the inhabitants, which they had good right 
to undertake end exercise whenever they saw fit." 

The Convention then recited the failure to settle the govern- 
ment of the disputed territery by action of New York and New Hamp- 
shire or by action of Congress, and resolved that a cormittee be 
chosen to confer with Vermont in regard to a "union of the whole 
of the grants" and that the proceedings of the Convention be sub- 
mitted to a popular vote of the several towns in the Grants. 

To these proceedings a protest was made by a few of the del- 
egates. 


: In Convention at Charlestown 
January 18, 1781. 

We the subscribers, delegates from the several towns, to 
which our names are affixed, wishing for and endeavoring to 
form a Union of the New Hampshire Grants on both sides of Con- 
necticut River, and contented that they be annexed to New 
Hampshire, or be a separate State, as Congress may judge prop- 
er; but thinking ourselves not authorized by our constituents 
to unite with the said Grants, in the method resolved by said 
Convention; and bsing of opinion that their proceedings have 
a tendency to weaken the reins of government - to retard the 
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exertions of those who are engaged to oppose the public enemy 
to introduce irregularity and disorder in the County of Chesh- 
ire, and not conducive to the end proposed: - think it our 
duty to protest against the proceedings of said Convention. 
sSamuel Ashley 
Winchester : 
:Reuben Alexander. 


' Walpole Benjamin Bellows, 
Charlestown Samuel Hunt 
Richmond Oliver Capron 

:Timothy Ellis 
Keene : 
sDaniel Newcomb 
Alstead Nathaniel S. Prentice 
:Oliver Ashley 
Cleremont : 
:Mathias Stone. 
Newport Benjamin Giles. 


In accordance with the resclution of adjournment, the Convene 
tion met at Corrish February 8, 1781, and at once communicated with 
the General Assembly of Vermont, then in session at Findsor, trans- 
mitting a copy of the resolutions adoptec at Charlestown and re- 
questing a hearing. The Vermont Assembly, upon taking the matter 
up approved the plan and a form of union was forred and accepted by 
the Assembly on the one part and by the Cornish Convention on the 
other. These terms of union were then submitted to a popular vote 
of the towns concerned, and were adopted, of the towns east of the 
River, thirty-four voting in favor of the new government, and none 
dissenting. The new government being thus far established, Nathan- 
fel Sartell Prentice accepted it as a fact and supported its author- 
ity. In the light of the discussion aroused by the events of the 
Civil War, this course of action was represented as similar to the 
course of Southern officers who "followed their State," a sugges- 
tion which was never tolerable by his grandchildren. In some re- 
spects the two situations are indee@ comparable. It must however 
be conceded I think that boundary disputes at a time when govern- 
ment is forming are very different from an organized assault upon 
the integrity of the nation. 

In this condition of affairs, then, both States claiming juris- 
diction over the Connecticut Valley, ea constable acting under the 
authority of Vermont attempted to execute 4 writ in an action of 
debt within the town of Charlestown. The authority of the writ was 
denied, the constable resisted and finally compelled to retreat. 

By a warrant from a Vermont justice Nathaniel Bingham and Jokn 
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Grandy, two of the men concerned in resisting the constable were on 
the 12th of November 1781 arrested and two days later committed to 
prison in Charlestom. 

The matter was at oncs communicated to the General Assembly of 
New Hampshire which on November 29th passed the following statute: 


AN ACT 
For empowering the Sheriff of the County of Cheshire to re- 
lease from Prison sundry of the good subjects of this State 
imprisoned by certain evil-minded Persons assuming authori- 
ty for so doing under the People inhabiting a Territory com- 
monly called Vermont and for apprehending the persons go of- 
fending. : 

Whereas the people inhabiting a tract of country on the 
West side of Connecticut River originally granted by this 
State, and afterwards claimed by the State of New York, have 
erected themselves into a separate and independent jurisdic- 
tion by the name of the State of Vermont; and whereas sundry 
persons have by color of authority under the said pretended 
State of Vermont, acted as Civil officers, passed judgment 
and committed to prison sundry of the good subjects of this 
Stats and havea seduced many of the inhabitants of the Coun- 
ties of Cheshire and Grafton to submit to the jurisdiction 
of the said pretended State of Vermont, by means whereof the 
proper officers of the said Counties may be unable to release 
the good subjects of this State from such illegal imprison- 
ment, and to apprehend the persons so offending, without the 
special aid of this Assembly; and inasmuch as an impartial 
trial of the said offenders cannot probably be had within the 
said Counties where the offences have or may be Committed, 
Therefore 

Be it Enacted by the Council and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convensd, and by the Authority of the same 
it is hereby enacted, That the Committee of Safsty be, and 
hereby is empowered and authorized to issue their order to 
the Sheriff of the County of Cheshire to release from Prison 
811 persons confined or who may be hereafter confined in ei- 
ther of the said Counties by order, Process or Authority of 
any pretended Court, Magistrate, Officer or other Persons 
claiming Authority from the said pretended State of Vermont, 
and to apprehend the persons who heretofore have exercised, 
or hersafter shall attempt to exercise any office Power or 
Authority, within the said Counties of Cheshire or Grafton 
from, by or under the said pretended Authority of Vermont, 
and to convey said offenders to the Common Gaol in the 
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County of Rockingham, or such other County in this State as 
the said Committees may order, there to remain until released 
by order of the General Assembly, the Committes or by dus 
course of law. 


And be it further enscted by the Authority aforesaid, 
that the said Committee of Safety ba and hereby is impowered 
to authorize the Sheriff of the said County of Cheshire to 
call upon the sheriffs of any or either of the other Counties 
in this State, to raise the body of their respective Counties 
to aid and assist him in executing the order of the Comnittes 
of Safety, either to release persons imprisoned as aforesaid, 
or to apprehend the person er persons imprisoning them, and 
to convey the said offenders to any Prison within the State, 
and also to comvand the Aid of any officer or officers of 
the Militia or Troops of this State, which may at the time 
be within the limits thereof, and commanded by an officer 
commissioned by this State, and all Officers and other Sub- 
jects of this State shall yield due obedience to such command. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, 
that the several and respective Courts of Judicature in the 
County or Counties where the said offenders may be confined 
be and they are hereby respectively impowered to hear, try 
and determine any Process or Processes against the said Of- 
fenders, and to give Judgment and award Execution thereon 
in the same manner as though the offence had been committed 
within the Body of the County where such trial is had: « any 
law Usage or Custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 


At the same time, by direction of the Committee of Safety, 
Colonel Enoch Hale of Rindge proceeded to Charlestown and endeavor- 
ed to release ths prisoners but was himself arrested. 


Mittimus for committing Col. Hale to prison. 


State of Vermont : 
Washington 2 8st 

Whereas Enoch Hale Esq? hath been this day brought be- 
fore us Benjamin Giles, Wath! S. Prentice, and Elijah Bing- 
han Esq®8 three of the Justices of the Peace for said Coun- 
ty on a Complaint exhibited against him, by Isaac Fly for 
attempting to break the Common Gaol in Charlestown in said 
County with an intent to release Nath! Bingham and John 
Grandy, jun?, then Prisoners in said Gaol, which fact being 
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fully proved by the oaths of the said Isanc Ely and Isaacs 
Griswold, the said Enoch Hale was ordered to recognize for 
his appearance at the next County Court in said County, in 
the sum of five hundred pounds with sufficient surety or 
stand committed, and the said Enoch Hale refusing to Recog- 
nize, these are therefore, in the name and in the Authority 
of the freemen of the State of Vermont, to command the Shere 
iff of the said County of Washington, his Deputy or Gaol 
Keepsr, to receive the Body of the said Enoch Hale, and him 
detain in tha common Gaol in Charlestown in said Coumty, une 
til he shall be discharged according to lew; for which this 
shall be your warrant. 
Given under our hands at Charlestown this 29th day of 
November, A. D. 1781. 
Banj® Giles 
Nathl §. Prentice 
Elijeh Bingham. 
According to the within Mittimus I have committed the 

within fmoch Hale to the Gaol in Charlestown. 
Charlestown, Now™ 29th, 1781 

Isaac Griswold, Dep*yY Sheriff. 


Letter from General Bellows to Meshech Weare, President of 
the State of New Hampshire. 

Walpole NovY 29th, 1781. 
Sir, 

The mothods taken by the General Assembly for Liberat- 
ing Messrs Bingham and Grandy are so far from being effectual 
for that Purposes, that the Authority of Vermont who have in- 
prisoned the Sheriff of the County of Cheshire who was sent 
here for the purpose eforesaid; the authority of said Vere- 
mont are determined to keep the Gaol and their prisoners, 
and also to withstand and oppose (by force of arms) all the 
Sheriffs and their posses who may be employed by New Hampshire 
to counteract any of their Purposes or designs; it is said 
they can raise (by their account) six hundred men at the short- 
est notice, who will resolutely disputes the Ground Inch by 
Inch. That the Posse should be raised to carry the orders of 
this State into Execution now, is absolutely necessary; some- 
thing effectual must be done, dallying will not answer, and 
unless some force can be obtained from without the County of 
Cheshire, it will not be advisable to Dispute the ground any 
longer. You cant but be sensible of the 111 consequences of 
such an attempt from within ourselves within this County, and 
Especially within the Grants:- for should the Friends of New 
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Hampshire generally exert themselves at this time it would uni- 
versally alarm the Vermonters, and many who would not otherwise 
arm in this Quarrel] would exert themselves to the utmost to op- 
pose the orders of the Assembly, and all the New Hampshire Au- 
thority. JI should think that if New Hampshire are detsrmined 
to support and protect their Friends in this Quarter, and to 
maintain their Jurisdiction, it will be absolutely necessary 
that a sufficient force should be collected from without the 
Grants, be sure, if not without the Commty of Cheshire. You 
will put yourself in our circumstances, and especially in those 
of the Sheriff and the other Prisoners, and I think you cant 
hesitate a moment, respecting what is necessary to be done and 
how it should be done. 
I am, with esteem your Honors most obedt 
Humd Servt 
Benja. Bellows 


Honble ui. Weare. 


Letter from Samuel King to Col. Chamberlain 


To Col Chamberlain 
I shall transmit to you a ceoppy of an express I recd 
Sabeth day night for (from) the Sheriff of this county - 


State of Yermont : 
County of Washington : Charlestown December 

lst A.D. 1781. 
Sir, - two men belonging to Chesterfield, have been takan by 
the authority of this State and committed in the Gaol in 
Charlestown for opposeing the Constable of said Chesterfield 
in the Execution of his office - Intelligence of which has 
been sent to the general Cort of New Hampshire who Did Re- 
solve that Col° Hale Proesed to said Gaol and Release the 
Prisoners and in case of Resistance call on the Civil and 
Military Authority of the State of New Hampshire to support 
him, meaning the authority of the County of Cheshire. Col? 
Hail arrived here on the 28th of November last, Demanded 
the Prisoners, they being Refused he then attempted to brake 
the Gaol in order to release them for which he was taken and 
committed to Prison was Released on his Parole for the Pur- 
pose of Consulting General Bellows and calling on him to 
Raise the Militia agreeable to the order of said court but 
the General Refused to Do it the Colo is returned and is 
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now under confinement having the liberty of the yard. On the 
evening of the 29th General Bellows sent an Express to the Gene 
6ral Court of New Hampshire now siting excusing himself for not 
Raising the Militia and informeing them that if the Militia are 
to be Raised, it would be best to Raise them without the limits 
of the County for the Releaf of Col° Hail. Doubtless there will 
be a force sent to Relive him, in which case I shall call on you 
for assistance to withstand any force that may be sent to Re- 
leave him if I am advised to by proper authority as the Law Di- 
rects. I wish your Regiment might be notified without Loss of 
time to be in Readiness properly Provided with Provisions, arms 
and ammunition to march on the shortest notice should I be 
under the Disagreeable necessity of calling for your assistance. 
I have sent similar Letters to Colonels Haywood, Cass and Childs 
Regiment, have only to add that if the People that elected me 
into office will not turn out at so critical a juncture to De- 
fend ms and to Honour of the State and its Laws I shall be under 
the Disagresable Necessity of giving up a Cause which I Under 
Took for my own and their good. 

I am sir your most obsdient humble servt 

William Page, Sheriff. 

To Col° Samuel King. 


Therefore, Sir, I would desire you to Favor the Captains 
in your Town with a coppy of this or with this and exeart your- 
self that the men may be all Ready to march at the shortest no- 
tice and Doubt not your nor the Captains exertions on such an 
Important Matter and critical time as I view this to be, and 
wish they may universally turn out in Defence of so just a 
Cause. 

So I remain your most obedient servant 

Samuel King, Colonel. 
To Col© Chamberlain, Capt. Franklin, Capt, Coal and Capt. Sute- 
terfield. 

P. S. I have sent this day to the other Towns in the 
Regiment simeler Letters to this. 


Letter from Col. Wim. Heywood to Capt. Phineas Hutchins 


State of Vermont : 
County of Washington : Chariestown Dec. 2nd 1721. 
The following is a Coppy of a Letter from Doct? Page. 
(The letter is identical with the letter sent by Page 
to Col. King). 
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Sir, I should be glad you would show this to Capt. Hooper and 
Lieut. Bundy and assist them in Notifying all that are friend- 
ly to the new State to be in readiness with their arms and an- 
munition compleat with two or three Days provision each to 
march to Charlestown on the shortest notice. 

I am your Hunbl Seryt 

, Wm. Heywood, Col®, 

Capt. Hutchins. 


Superacr ibed 
On Fublick Service 
Capt. Phineas Hutchins, Walpole. 


Letter from Michael Cressy of Chesterfield to Gen. Bel- 
lows. 


Sir, - 

I beg the Leave to inform your HonT that the Per- 
tened (pretended) Coll. King has sent out: By order es I 
am informed fror Doc. Fage to Raise his Reg™t to oppose New 
Hampshire, and that he called the Militia of this Town to- 
gether yestercay to see who would fight against New Hamp-~ 
shire and that as I am Credably informed there wis about 
Sixty turned out as Voliunters for that Purpose and the sed 
King urgecé them in the strongest terme to stand By one an- 
other and by thire officers for thire Rights against the 
State of New Hampshire, agsuring them if they stood firm 
New Hempshire would not fight. It is also reported that 
he sent over to Capt. Sarjants at Brattilbrough to asist 
But what return unknown. 

Sir, I thought Proper to inform you of these a att a 
and I Pray Heaven to give both you and the State of New 
Hampshire wisdom to conduct matters wisely at such a Crit- 
ical day as this. 

From your most obedient and Humble Servt 

Nichae]l Cressy 
Chesterfield Decber ye 5th 1781. 
To Genal Bellows. 


State of New ) 
Hampshire ) In Conte® of Safety, Exeter 
—Decen? 5th, 1781. 


Sir, By the incloed Order you will see that you are to 


Th 


bas teqooH «qs? of alae oda bivow voy daly 
bast} ots tod? Lie gake?itot nt med? fakens 5 


-aa bas svte thea? dfiw eevatbeet at ed oF etste went odd 
of dose aolatvotg ered eetdat To ont mete 2 aks ‘ded 
.estion teefoda edd mo Ae ay oF f 
dy : ; ve soy, as I ai 
Ofod ,hoowreH .ah | ae h Z 
| ‘8 entdaton qd 
besdtusateqee? | 

psitvte2 folidvl m2 sore 

, sloqla® ,eatdoiutt paeatdt $489 ile 

fel .aed of SLettreteadd to yaaet? foatiollt-aort tettel 


, 2wol 


- ,the 

ot eit tat? tho wot atotnt of gvaed ea god T . 
ep tebyo YA rsuo dros sad yath Lied {heferst ot) horas 
eeoqgo of Mga ald satel of oysi .960 mT? hertotal me 
ot cw? etdt to alsrLih odd boltas oa sai? tos ,ottieqaall 
vent welt featsges Sdgtt btvow odw oo OF Yabtelesy Tedreg 
fuods eaw-ored? bemtotal qidabet) ms T oa tacit bas etide 
hee off bas exocturi Iaft tot atetaulfoT aa tuo Serius qixte 
ta efto ya baste of sais? Jnognote ett at med? Sontm gakt 
ait tontags efagiA ettd? tot steottto gitdt yd bas ‘todto 
uti? boots yeas th maf? gottiass ,stideqaad wor to efare 
4s badroget cafe ef tt fight fom Bivow extiequalt Ses 
tates of dquordibttani fs ataslte® .ogad of revo tuee od 
gwocles atvtot tadw soe 

etiesevos eands To upy mola oF x19qot? Sdguods T une” 

well to state edt bas vox dtod evty of aavsel qett I bas 
the) » dose de eloetw atattem toubsoo sobalw etldequal 
| sit? es tab {sot 


— dete® afdawil bas taetbedo Jeom Woy mot 


yavet) L[esdolt | ; 
face d$2 we don blebtseteedd | 


aatexd ,gtstat ‘lo eased af ( eptdeqaell 


’ » fERL fae Tassel ; ae a ——. 
res v Of ee 
gd ore voy teat eam Ete way 12620" | 


- 


we 


o : ' 2 - , : 
SS eate DAD 


raise the body of your County for the purpose of liberating 
the sheriff of the county of Cheshire from his illegal con- 
finerent. ; 

The Committee have wrote Genl Nichols and Gen! Bellows 
on the subject of raising men for that purpose to whom you 
will apply. 

You have inclosed a copy of the act of the Gen! Court 
impowering the Committees to liberate persons confined in the 
Counties of Cheshire end Crafton by any persons acting under 
the pretended authority of Vermont and for apprehending all 
persons who have or shal] attempt to exercise such authority 
in either of said counties. 

You wil} receive herewith a Warrant directed to Colo 
Hale or (in his absence or incapacity to act) to yourself 
for liberating from confinement and for apprehending sundry 
persons acting as aforesaid. You will first. proceed to lib- 
erate Col° Hale and afterwards give him your assistance agree 
ably to the act of the General Court. If (by any cause what- 
ever) Col© Hale should not be able to execute said Warrant, 
you wil) consider and proceed to execute the same as fully 
to all intents and purposes as though originally intended 
for you. 

The Corfining Coll. Hale is a Crime of such magnitude, 
that the Ceneral Court (as we conceived) had no idea of it, 
and demands speedy redress, doubt not but you and all the 
good people of this State who may be called upon for the pur- 
pose, will exert yourselves to give speedy relief to those 
confined and to bring to Justice all: concerned in such un- 
constitutional procedures. 

You will call on Francis Blood, Esq., for a supply of 
Provisions, to whom we have wrote on the subject - You 
will give to the Committee (or the General Court if sit- 
ting) all necessary intelligerce frem time to time in or- 
der, (if need be) that you may have further support. 

M. Keare, President. 
Moses Kelly, Esq. 
(p. 445) 


State of New Hempshire, 
In Committee of Safety, Exeter, 
Decer® 5th 1781 
To Mosee Kelley Esq. Sheriff of the County 
of Hillsborough - Greeting 
Whereas this Con. are informed that Honble Enoch Kale 
Esq. Sheriff of the County of Cheshire, (in attempting to 
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liberate Nathanie] Bingham and John Grandy Jr. from Charles- 
town Gaol in pursuance of an order from the General Assembly 
of this State for that purpose has been apprehended by some 
persons acting under the pretended authority of Vermont and 
confined in said Gaol. | 

You are hereby required in the name of the Governrent 
and People of said State to raise the Body of your County 
and proceed immediately to said Gaol (or to any other place 
in this State where the said Enoch Hsle Esquire mey be con- 
fined by any psrson or persons acting under the pretended 
authority of said Vermont) and him release and liberate from 
such confinement; after which you will give your assistance 
in apprehending such persons as he may be directed, by this 
Committee, to apprehend in consequence of an Act of the Genl 
Court passed Novem’ 28th 1781 - And all officers Civil and 
Military and other subjects of this State, are by said Act 
required to be aiding and assisting in the premises - for 
which doing this shall be your sufficient Warrant. 

Hereof fail not and make. return as soon ag may be. 

VM. Weare, President. 


On the same dey a warrant was issusd by Weare to Kelley fer 
the arrest of | 
Benjamin Giles Esq. cf Newport 
Nathaniel Sartell Prentice Esq. of Alstead 
Samue] King of Chesterfield 
Page of Charlestown 
Physician Ely of Charlestown 
-Isagc Griswold of Keene and 
"Woses Smith of " 


Instructions to raise troops were at same time sent to Brig. 
Gen. Moses Nichols for Hillsbcrough and Brig. Gen. Benjamin Bele. 
lows for Cheshire. 


letters anc orders from Thomas Chittenden to 
Elisha Payne Maj. Gen. 


Arlington 14th Decerber 1781. 
Sir, - 

-I have received despatches from William Page Esq. Sher- 
iff of Kashington County, which gives me to uncerstand that 
there is a high probability that the Government of New Hamp-~ 
shire are about taking coercive measures to ccmpel the 
peaceable citizens of this State to submit to the Lans and 
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authority of Now Hampshire. The Sheriff further desires my 
special orders in matters relating to the premises; and as 
my remote situation renders it impracticable that I should 
have the lnowledge of the particular occurrences which may 
take place shovld such an attempt be made by New Hampshire 
therefore I can only give you General Orders in the matters 
vis: Provided that New Hampshire rejects the proposals (for 
arbitration of the disputed boundary line) "of the Legisla- 
ture of this State, and insist upon hostile measures, you 
are hereby directed to call on such of the members of the 
Council and the Generals Fletcher and Olcott, and such of 
the field Officers of the Militia on the East side of the 
Mountains as you my think proper, and after having con- 
sulted matters, if need be you are directed to call on any 
or all of the Militia of this State to the Eastward of the 
Range of Green Mountains to your assistance, and assist the 
Sheriff in carrying into Execution the Laws of this State, 
and to defend its citizens against any insult, and provided 
New Hampshire make an attack with an armed force you are 
hereby ordered to Repel force by force; and in the meantime 
you will use every means in your power consistent with the 
peacs happiness and dignity of this State to prevent the 
effusion of human blood, which at this time might be more 
or less injurious to the common cause of America as well 
as attended with many other serious considerations; and 
which I pray God may never take place. | 
I an, Sir 
Your Obedient and humble Servant 

Thos. Chittenden, Capt. Gent. 

Elisha Payne Esq. 
Vajor General. 


N. B. Provided a force from New Hampshire, precipi- 
tate an invasion, you must act with that expedition which 
their manoeuvres may require, with such council as you can 
in haste collect. 

T.C. 


On Dec. 21st General Payne sent to President Weare from 
Charlestown a copy of his orders, received from the Commander 
in chief of the State of Vermont" and suggested that 


"You must be sensible it has ever besn our idea to 
have justice and equity take place in the decision, and 
therefore .. . renew proposals that the controversy in 
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respect to the territory, the jurisdiction of which is in 
dispute between the said States, ba decided by an impartial 
tribunal" &c. 


otherwise 


“shall find myself under the disagresable necessity to exe- 
cute the orders I havs received in raising the force of Ver- 
mont to repel encroachments on its jurisdiction exercised 
by consent of the people, and which I doubt not their most 
spirited exertions to support till the dispute is decided." 


On Dec. 27th a further warrant for the arrest of persons who 
had supported Vermont authority. This was accompanied by a letter 


Stata of New ) 

Hampshire ) In Committee of Safaty, Exeter 
Dect 27th 1781. 

Sir, = ; 

By the enclosed Warrant you will sea that you are au- 
‘tnorized to apprehend sundry persons who are therein named. - 
You will take with you sa number not exceeding six or sight 
resolute psrsons on whom you can depend for assistance. 

You will make it the first odject of your attentions 
to apprehend Samuel King - the next object with the Commit- 
tee is Prentice - You will proceed with proper caution and 
make as much despatch as possible. 

It is the earnest request of the Committse that you 
will undertake this business. 

Josiah Bartlett, Chairm”, 

F. Bhs 

Mr. Robert Smith of Londonderry has been sent to. 
apprehend Esqr. Giles of Newport. It is probable he will 
call on you if he should you will consult on the matter. 


Upon the warrant is an endorsement showing that Frentice 
was arrested and brought before the Committee of Safety on Jan- 
vary 7th, 1782, 

King was arrested and rescued. frentice was by order of 
the Committes committed to the Gaol in Exeter. Giles was twice 
taken and rescued. 
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1. Giles in Newport and King in Chesterfield were beyond the 
reach of the Committes, and the officers were bold men even 
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Thus the situation continued, - New Hampshire engaged in 
reising troops and Vermont holding the field, until in consequence 
of representations from General Washington, Vermont accepted the 
boundary line of the Connecticut River, as had been suggested by 
the resolutions of Congress of August 7, 1781. When this ques- 
tion was disposed of, it may be assumed that the one State prison- 
er in Exeter Gaol was released. Not long thereafter he was elect- 
ed a Justice of the Peace, and later filled the offices of Judge 
of Comnon Pleas, representative, and senator in the State Legis- 
lature. He was a member of the Convention which formed the State 
Constitution. 


Near the end of the first chapter of his Momoirs (ante p. 7), 
Mr. Ezra P. Prentice mentioned the fact that in February, 1774, 
hig grandfather, Nathaniel Sartell, moved with his family from 
Grafton, Wassachusetts, to Alstead, New Hampshire. Of the wis- 
dom of this move we are wholly unable at this time to form an 
opinion. Probably it was the best thing that could be done. 

To persons of later times Alstsad seems remote from markets, 
lines of travel and all conveniences of modern ways, but in 1774 
the country was very different from that we know. As compared 
with the America of fifty or a hundred years later, 1774 was 
from a pecuniary standpoint a day of very small things. The 
coloniss of that time occupied a narrow strip of land along the 
Atlantic seaboard. They had claims to western land but travel 
across the mountains was long, hard and costly. Had the condi- 
tions of those days continued, it was quite possible that set- 
tlers in the western lands ultimately would find it to their ad- 
vantage to build their trade along the line of the Mississippi 
River and its tributariss, conducting thair foreign comnerce 
through the port of New Orleang. 

When Nathanisl Sartsll moved from Grafton, he was looking 
for a location which in time would provide a comfortable settle- 
ment for his family amid such circumstances of life as those to 
which they were accustomed, and after the treaty of Paris in 1763 


to have attempted their arrest. 

With Prentice, on that lonely hill outside the village of 
Alstead, the situation was very different, and ons can imag- 
ine the appearance there, probably by night, of the Commit- 
tea's officer with some "six or eight resolute persons,” the 
reading of the warrant, the arrest and the rapid flight into 
the derknese of the winter night, leaving Mrs. Prentice alonsa 
with her children. 
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had removed the French and Indian menace from New England, there 
was a great movement of pioneers from the old towns of southern 
New England into New Hampshire, Haine and Vermont. This was the 
line of travel that Nathaniel Sartell followed and he found his lo- 
cation within a hundred miles of Grafton, his starting point. Of 
course both Nathaniel and the members of his family knew that the 
life of new settlers is hard. No person of modern times could 
tell New Englanders anything on this subject, but after all, lifs 
in Massachusetts two hundred years ago was not very different from 
life at that tima in old Engiand. There was no agricultural ma- 
chinery in either country and tillage with plough, spade and hoe 
ig hard. Most of the area of New Engiand had been settled in vil- 
lage communities with long narrow pieces of ground where the sst- 
tlers could carry on the strip-farming which they had known in the 
old country, subject to restrictions in New Englend, as in old 
England, on the choice of crops and the dates of planting and har- 
vesting. 

There was little gardening in either country because when 
farm work must be done by hand, there is no time for gardens. 

The advantages which the colonists had were in the freedon of 
American life and in the fact that in this country there was no 
pressure of overe-population. Ths supply of food was better, 
therefore, in Wassachusetts than in England. 

Moving to Alstead was going to harder conditions, it is true, 
than prevailed in older-ssttled communities. 

Perhaps Nathaniel found in Alstead all that hse expocted to 
find when he moved thither from Grafton, When he died, howaver, 
and the responsibility of caring for the family fell on his son 
Sartell, the son found that he faced, in 1816, a question very 
similar to that which had confronted his father in Grafton, for 
in the forty-two years which followed the move to Alstead, the 
country had gone through two great wers; had, by the Louisiana: 
purchase, extended the national boundaries from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, and the great West was opening. The generation after 
Nathaniel, therefore, wanted more than Nathaniel's generation had 
6ver dreamed, and the first thing they discovered was that Alstead 
was not in the line of progress. Yihere that line was they could 
not yet well say but probably any well-planned move that would 
take them from Alstead would improve their future opportunities. 
All this was long before well traveled roads to new country had 
bsen established. There were no railroads, no canals. Tha coun- 
try was wide open to all and no guides to help find the best path. 

America, a s all knew, had.a great future, but it was very 
Clear to Samuel Hutchinson and Sartell Prentice that Alstead would 
have but a small share in the great future that was coming, and 
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Billiam Cheney thought of Newport, New Hampshire, as his friends 
thought of Alstead. If some whispers could have reached these 

men of the information which a little later led Mark Skinner, fron 
Manchester, Vermont, and Marshall Field, from Ashfield, Massachu- 
setts, to go to Chicago, it is probable that Sartell Prentice and 
his friends would have been spared a disappointment. Thsre was, 
however, no such whisper to guide them - Alstesd and Newport were 
far from the active life of the country and the dwellers in these 
little places had no way to learn what the forward movements of 
American enterprise were, - and so these three men - Sartell Pren- 
tice and Samus] Hutchinson of Alstead and William Cheney of New- 


- . port - moved with their families from Cheshire Coumty in New Hamp- 


shire to Canton, in Saint Lawrence County, New York. 

It is impossible to say that in making this movement their 
judgment was at fault, or that in any wey they were mistaken. Ine 
deed, Saint Lawrence Comty ia one of the best dairy cowmties in 
New York State, the land is fertile, the agriculture is good, and 
had the world remained in the condition which they kmew - had there 
been no railroads nor manufactories, had landeowning continusd to 
be the principal form of wealth, they might have finished their 
lives as prosperous landlords of position and influence - but it 
was not so to be. 

Nevertheless, Canton proved to be what Alstead had been, and 
another generation would be required to discover all that their 
fathers and grandparents could not find. This came when Ezra went 
to Albany and there learned that the Amsrican demand for fure and 
the building of the fort at Detroit had made it possible for a 
large fur trade to come through Lakes Huron and Erie through New 
York State and the Hudson River. This trade was just beginning 
in Albany and Ezra made it his opportunity. Albany, however, 
was but a way station for the fur business, so when Ezra retired, 
his younger brother John went to New York with the business, and 
of Ezra's two gons, one, William Packer, went to New York and the 
other, Sartell, went to Chicago. 


q Importance of an inn for a pioneer _commmity. The inn at 
- Canton, in which the family was so much interested, and the coach 
ar between Canton and Ogdensburg, should by no means be over- 

cooked, 
a In a new country, while population is still small, some way of 
_ waking travellers comfortable is necessary for the ordinary trans- 
' action of business end for the growth and welfare of the community. 
| Roads in early times were poor, regular transportation by coaches 

; Glmost unlmown, there were few travellers, and inns were rare. 
| Yor these reasons the subject of travel end of caring for travel- 
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Jers was always of general interest and especially in New Fngland. 
It was common in those days, when a stranger came to a town and de- 
sired lodging for a night, to send him to the house of the principal 
citizen where room and service could most easily be provided. That 
this practice may have existed in many parts of the world is sug- 
gested by Nathan's speech to King David when he described a travel~- 
ler coming to a rich man who thereupon dressed a lamb for the way- 
farer that was come unto him (II Samuel 12, 4). It is described 

in early books of American travel, and may have been as agreeable 
to host as to lodger. When Vadam Knight rode on horseback from 
Boston to New York in October, 1704, she called in New London on 
the Rev. Gurdon Saltonstall, a widely Imown clergyman of the time 
and later, for seventeen years, Royal Governor of the Colony of 
Connecticut. The purpose of her call ig not stated but the result 
was that Mr. Saltonstall invited her to spsnd the nignt in his 
house. If this was what she desired, it would have been in keepe 
ing with the customs of travellers i those times and may have 

been agreeable to both parties. The next day re. Knight_left 

for New Haven with a guide whom Nr. Saltonstall provided.t 

Of New Englard life, especially in relaticn to the inns of 
New Fnglend, there is eae very interesting account given by Tim- 
othy Dwight, a grandson of Jonathan Edwards, born in Northampton 
in 1752 and President of Yale Collegs from 1795 to 1#17. His 
account of Travels in New Fngland and New York was published in 
New Haven in 182], and in it he describes the inns in Massachue 
setts, Connecticut and New Hampshire. 

On the afternoon of Thursday, October €th, 1814, Dr. Dwight 
s&ys, We began cur progress to Boston by Fascatequa tridge and 
rode to Sonersworth, a town in New Hampshire, north of Portsmouth 
betweer Rochester and Dover, where we lodged at an excellent house, 
kept by a Captain R., of whom Dr. Dwight says: 


- . . This gentleran, (for he emply merits the titis), had 
just buried his wife, and quitted the business of an inn- 
keeper. With some persuasion, he consented, however, to 
lodge us; but with evident apprehensions, that we should 
find less agreeable accommodations than we wishec. The 
treatment, which we received from him and all his, was such, 
as favourite friends might have expected from a very hospit- 
able and well-bred family. I never found an Inn nore Agree- 


re eee eee 
= ee me OR eee 


1.) The’ Trivete. Journal of a Journey from Boston to New York, in 
the year 17 kept by Vadam Knight, by Frank H. Little Gin- 
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able. The tenderness and respect, with which our host, spoke 
of his deceased wife, would, indeed, of themselves have rene 
dered ordinary entertainment sufficiently pleasing to ust2 


As population increases, however, and business becones sete 
tled, inn-keeping necessarily falle into ite place, having, like 
every other business, such degree of dignity as may belong to it 
from the volume and nature of the demand made upon it and from 
the character of the service rendered. 

The establishment of the inn at Canton seems to have devel- 
opsd as & necessity in a pioneer town. It must have created con- 
siderable business, for it wade increasing demands upon the at- 
tention of the family until Sartell Prentice left Canton to go 
to Mount Hope in Albany where he could confine his attention to 
agriculture. 

The inn which Sartell Prentice built in Canton was standing 
a few years ago and may be there still, - probably much enlarged 
end more convenient but no longer equal to many of the inns in 
New Hampshire, Massechusstts and Connecticut, described by Pr. 
Dwight, Brissot de Warville and by de la Rochefoucauld, who 
spoke of the inn at hkarlborough, Massachusetts, kept by the 
family of Captain Williams. 


Regarding the choics of Centon as a place of settlerent. 
When Sartell Frentice left Alstead, New Hampshire, for Canton in 
Saint Lawrence County, New York, land was the great basis of 
wealth and an estate in land was calied real, because its value 
was lasting. Persons, looking for an advantageous place in which 
to settie, attached first importance to desirable, fertile agri- 
cultural land, which could profitably be cultivated, leaving 
other parts to be leased as a source of income. There were no 
railways or steamships or mills driven by steam power, and 
stocks end bonds had not their present importance as bases of 
Wealth. Before the days when routes of travel had become sete 
tled, the search for desirable agricultural land was not an 

easy one, as well appears from John Palmer's Journel of Travels 
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1. Travels in New England and New York, by Timothy Dwight (Pub- 
lished by Timothy Dwight, S. Converse, Printer, New Haven, 
1821), Vol. I, Letter XL, pp. 427-429; also the quotation 
from de la Rochefoucauld which Dr. Dwight gives in a foot-note 
on p. 429, as well as New Travels in the United States, by 
Brissot de Warville (London, 1792), pp. 123-124. 
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in the United States in 18171 and from many other similar books. 
Palmer gives an account of his wanderings through the northeastern 
part of the United States, entirely omitting, however, substential- 
ly the whole of the State of New York, and following a line of 
travel which few psrsons rould now select if they wished to become 
acquainted with the northeastern States. 

Palwer left Liverpool on March 28, 1817 and arrived in New 
York on May 5. His first travels were near the City of New York 
and in the States between New York and Washington. His next in- 
terest was in Pennsylvania, southern Ohio, middle and western Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Maryland and New Jersey.2 For this 
trip he left New York on May 13, and after spending over three 
months in travel, returned to New York on August 29. 

From New York he then made a small circle in the northern 
country, gh et September 3 by boat for New Haven, thence by 
coach to New London and Boston, where he arrived September 7, 
going thereafter through New Hampshire to Hanover, then to Mont- 
pelier and Burlington, Vermont, - and after a short trip into 
Canada - returning to New York by way of Vergennes, Fairhaven 
and Albany. Thereafter, until he sailed for England on February 
5, 1818, he made New York City his headquarters. 

Palmer thought he had made a comprehensive survey of the 
northeastern part of the United States, but he made it without 
reference to lines of travel through Pennsylvania, central and 
northern New York, and without giving a thought to the growing 
settlements and farms of the great West. Nevertheless, emigra- 
tion from Vermont and New Hampshire into northern New York had 


1. Journal of Travels 3 ae _the United States_of North America and 
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(Printed fo ae Sherwodd., Neely” and Jones, soviet cone 
den, by R. and R. Gilbert, St. John's Square, Clerkanwall.1£12). 
2. "At this time approximately eight-tenths of the total popula- 
tion of 8,250,C00 resided in New England and in the States ad- 
jacent to the Atlantic ocean. Most of the balance were situated 
in Chio, Kentucky or Tennessee." Ency. Brit., 14th ed., 1929, 
Vol. 18, Tit. Railways - Section F, p. l. ~ 
John Falmer in his survey of a new comtry seems to have taken 
as his guiding principle the rule of travelling thrcugh the parts 
of the country marked out by the prevailing trend ef migration, - 
not a bad rule, one would think, but in his case it led him to 
overlook the rising importance of the great Northwest, as wel) 
as the State of New York, to which, as has been noted, he gave 
scant attention. 
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already bepun. The panorama of the A@irondack Mountains, seen 
from Vermont across the waters of Leke Champlain, was enough to 
fire the imagination - . 


Till a voice as bad as conscience rang interminable changes 
On one everlasting whisper day and night repeated - so, 
Something hidden. Go and find it. Go and look behind tha Ranges 
Something lost behind the Ranges. Lost and waiting for you. Gotl 


The advance first movement from Now England into New York came 
in the very early years of the ninsteenth century, and by 1830 Crown 
Point was settled with a population from New England. 

When Sartell Prentice moved from Alsatead, New Hampshire, to 
northern New York, he selected for a location whet has proved to 
be one of the best agricultural counties in New York Stats, and had 
the conditicns of his time continued, it would probably now be found 
that his search had been successful, and that he had laid the foun- 
dation of what, according to the standards of those times, would 
have developed into a substantial fortunes. At the very time, howe 
ever, when he was beginning to improve the land which he had bought 
in and about Canton, the new world of commerce was coming into ex- 
istence. Roads were improving, transportation by horse and wagon 
Was extending, and then in 1829, the Delaware and Hudson Canal Com- 
pany, which had built a short line of railway - the first ever 
built in the United States - commenced its operation, transporting 
passengers and freight by rail. 

Before the War of 1812, the fur trede went by water from Lake 
Michigan and Lake Superior through Mackinac, the northern part of 
Lake Huron and Georgian Bay, thence by the water-ways where now a 
canal has been constructed leeding to Lake Cntario, and by the 
Saint Lawrence River to Montreal and Quebec. Practically the whole 
of the western fur trade, therefore, was a Canadian business, but 
efter the western posts were surrendered by Great Britain at ths 
conclusion of the War of 1812, much of the fur trade began to move 
through Lake Huron and Lake Erie to western New York and thence to 
Albany, at the head of navigation on the Hudson. 

All agricultural products, toc, within hauling distance of 
Albeny, tended to go to that city to take advantace of Hudson River 
navigation, so there was a time wher Albany was of considerable and 
growing importance, - a prospect, however, which was ended by the 
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1. "The Explorer," Rudyard Kipling's Verse, Inclusive Edition, 
1885-1932 (Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1933). 
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construction of the railroads superseding the river traffic. 

While Sartell) Prentice, therefore, was engaged in developing 
his Canton property, his two sons, Ezra and John, went to Albany 
and found the fur trade just starting, - a fact of which they took 
full advantage. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Narrative of Ezra P. Prentice - continued 


The third of the surviving children of Nathaniel Sartell 
Prentice 


Sartell Prentice 


was born in Grafton, Cetober 27, 1766. 

He married Jemina Parmelee at Newport, N. H., April 8, 1794, 
and settled on the farm theretofore owned and occupied by his 
father. For a consideration he engaged to aid in a specific man- 
ner, and to the necessary extent in the support of his parents 
during their lives. For this purpose and to mke it more con- 
venient, he built an addition to the house by which my grand- 
parents' rooms were separated or could be shut off from the old 
part. To the farm too, my Father added by purchase, until it ene 
braced some hundreds of acres. It was all, however, rough, hilly 
and very hard land. Here my parents lived, labored and economized 
to feed, to clothe and educate their children. It is a marvel to 
ma, every time I go over the now houseless place, the immense sheep 
pasture it has been made, to think what their love and perseverance 
accomplished against such odds, 

It. was a rvle that their children should be kept in school, 
whenever there was a school available, either in their om or noigh- 
boring districts. In this way I have attended most of those within 
long walkirg distance, and never to my knowledge was I foot at hone 
for any industrial purpose. And yet, to keep us in school was an 
important item in their expenses, the eperegate of which taxed 
their efforts to the utmost. If I am not called upon to meke tne 
sare effort for wy children, so I dare not claim the same measure 
of gratitude from them, that I am bound to give. I desire to be 
thankful that my children do not seem to claim this immunity, and 
surely if virtues like vices descend to the third and fourth gen- 
eration, then something may be hoped from this inhoritance, coupled 
with the advantaces of a different kind, which they have. 

From such a farm as I have described, and such markets as were 
enjoyed, it is evident not much money could be raised in the year; 
and yet I think our femily was better off than most of its noigh- 
bers, as its aspirations were higher and efforts greater than 
theirs, 

For geveral years after my Father's marriage, besides taking 


TUL “AMAHO 


bounitass - oottnord .T pon q to ovits 5g AN 
~ eee 
lo corti chs gatvivwe edt to. brid se sip. 


¢ vers | Pr wet watt ok 
ffedre2 Lelmssssan 


eotianegTi ttedrad oy. 


ate (US sedoted , fot tat at 1 't0% 

hb fie A ..H EM ~droqwed fa 3 oolomrrs antnot beitiet of 

, ayooo bas bacco Yofeotods artet of? mo holttes & 
otto 7 haneore of mobsetebianco & 10% =. 308 

. - o4 %o Srocawe off al Pantene Yesesooon edt of ba 70 

rt ae ot fx ogma sit wt aout ated? sb 

vt ortt of not#ihbs ma tfltud ed , , 

fuoo to batataqea eter amoot 'g 

shbs ‘redtal qm ,oot aia oft of 

eonw #1 wertes Yo ebetbercel, eaog heos 

EY adeoted ue ete .basl Stad ae ie a 


ot Lectact-2 orbiide tredt otsevbs Sas artfo fo of Sen 
qeodn eenomit ony , 26 ‘ori wort edt tevo on I emls yroeve | 
d + dade Aatdt of ,obem mood ead tt onrtes 4 


ebbo deste tanteys bedekiquesos 
ch goed od biuode — do ttadd gedd olrt 8s caw - 2 


wing that+ at toigte ,efdeltseva Loones s esw oted? te node 
sit Yo trom bohmetis ovad I ysw etdt af etoiatelb's "7 
‘cat T eaw agbolwu ph ya ot tovem Sie ,oon ataib sation aie 
ane Sadie co gece, pommel to .. ne Et? ubeat ree 
FOooOnse OL GY Geca e~ iy Da 220g DY fa e te 
bexat dotdw io atssetuas off rete atiedt mt nett tass + ia “ 
aia? of moqu- beffiso tom as I * teomty oft of etxotts * 
weno onas edt atalo gon etab I pa ,serhiids yz to? Parsi be 


eta 
Sipe! 


een afmao ey be sett ott ot fnooreb esoky oftl costtty ian ‘o 
helaqvoo ,sonatktopink etdd mort. Seqod od vam gatdtemoe modt .m 
ovat yeds dotdw , batt fnotettib a to eonstnarhe 0 

etow as etetton dowa Bra (hevraeee evel I ee mist 2 fone § 
yeney oft mk boetet ed bisoo yerom domm for drrebhre i 
-digion ett to trom nadt To qotted anw yiias? best 
aly astner) aftoYte faa tedgid orew anolts 


gaiiat eohteed ,onsittem erredtet ‘ redte am +4 
ms : hus 
_ | ; ¥ me iy : 
5 a I 7 


SS 


? ‘ 


Ralph eet Acticin did nts dts A deh denen te Dualit aiectistiiteie onthe peer tes 
BARS AND RAMEN SAP GS ADO Na MERA SE ea APE RRITMEORRYDOO Bey ADAIR OEMS OTRO NERA: cree 4 


ey 
ug 
pe 4 


Rave ‘i 
, 
ce 8 
4 
¥ ¥ 
" oe 
4 * 
i? 
a 
ie i 
Te ie 
fe i ; ‘ 
AG 13 
a “ it 
2 i” 
“ } be 
4 ole o~ Ss 
is fa. The 
~ t | a3 
“i 3 ad 
. e fo Fi ay 
ate ws x ¥ 
rr j x i« 
be hs, < 
. he ee 
mt % 
7 \* 
? [ je 
~ & ~ 
# ' we = 
i H % i ) . 
en \ , is 
< 4, :< 
~ a fe 
b : % if 
we ie 
yf bs 
ae le 
- | \g 
éf Wahi 
r 
; Be 
% Lhe 
d 
| Le 4 'x 
Me ie PCE STS ee ee es DESO a 
; - iia RCO Be rectal Nabe a Lele 2 Y 


Nr. Sartell Frentice 
Son of Nathaniel Sartell Prentice 


Copied from a portrait in oils, made 

at Mount Hops, Albany, and now, 1906, 
in possession of Mr. W. P. Prentice, 

of New York. 
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care of his own cattle, his fires and farm affairs in tho winter 
without hired help, he taught school either in his own or othor 
districts of the town, doing his own work before and after school 
hours. I wali recollect having gone to him (probably with him) 
in a single case; and recollect it all the better, I suppose, 
from having there learned that in such a presence his own gon 
could not have a dispensation from the psnalty of an infracted 
law. 

My Father was very frequently one of the towm officers and 
enjoyed a degree of respect and influsnce, second perhaps to no 
man of his time in the town. With the utmost exertion and with 
perfect harmony in domestic counsel with good health, my parents 
in twenty years had besn enabled to support their family, pay for 
their farm and lay up a very few hundred doljars. They had now 
daughters coming on to bs provided for and waning energies to 
think of. Filial and local obligations to their parents had been 
discharged and the last sad offices performed. They for the first 
tims therefore not orly felt at Liberty, but called upon to examine 
the matter of locality, and if possible to select a place of resi- 
dence, where efforts would secure a better reward. After examin- 
ing several places, and givirg a year or tyvo to the investigation, 
in the summer of 1816, my Father entered into an arrangerent with 
Major Sarmel Hutchinson of Alstead, and Colonel William Cheney of 
Newport, to unite their interests in a mercantile establishment 
to be made in the Northern part of this State; leaving the per- 
ticular locality to be fixed on a personal examination. Of this, 
it was understood, my Father should take the charge. To carry 
out this plan the goods were purchased and started for Flatts- 
burgh, and such other point as should be afterward designated; 
and on the 26th August the parties themselves left home to view 
the pround and salect the place. 

Up to this tine, for about three years, I had been a clerk 
in Nr. Cheney's store, but it was now settled that I should acconm- 
pany my Father. I was therefore one of the party. fe crossed over 
to Plattsburch, spent a day or two there, went on to Malone and 
stopped there for a dav, and finally to Canton, where it was con- 
cluded to locate. All this comtry was then comparatively new; 
most of the space betvcen Plettsburrh and Canton was covered by 
the virginal forest; the houses were generally of logs and so 
too much of tho road. A part of the principal road, even through 
the village of Canton, was such, and much of the space there, now 
occupied by buildings and cultivated yards, was then covered with 
Slovghs and fallen tinber. 

For several years there was no settled minister in town. 
There was however en organized Presbyterian church, of a few men- 


bere, and with this my Mother became comected by letter from the 
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Second Church in Alstead, where sho united on profession in 1808. 
There was occasional preaching by domestic missionaries and others, 
but when no clergyman was present sermons were read, frequently by 
Silas Wright, and sometimes by myself. The advantages my parents 
sought for themselves and their children at this tims, certainly 
did not appear very grcat; and yet here was no petrified state of 
society; everything was moving; the tow was filling up with an 
enterprising set of inhabitants; it was central in the comty; 
the soil was good and everything betokened a prosperous futvre. 

In 1818 Wr. Cheney sold out his interest in the business to Major 
Hutchinson; and in 1819 Major Hutchinson died. 

This involved the necessity of closing up the concern for 
though with diminished capital my Father carried it on in a small 
way, yet in 1823 he gave it up altogether. Some money was lost 
in the business both to the estate of Najor Hutchinson and to my 
Father, but to no one else. My Father and Mother continued to 
live in Canton until October 1835, when John and IJ, having pur- 
chased and built upon thse property at Fount Hope, persveded our 
parents to come down and live upon it. 

This we did not only because it would be pleasant to us but 
principally because we thought it would be more comfortable to 
them. In this I am now very much inclined to think we made a mis- 
take; for though they were just as comfortable here as external 
circumstances could mike them yet they seriously felt the change 
from being the very first in the commmity, caressed and always 
consuited, if not origineting measures, to being comparatively 
lost sight of. We thought that if not already too old, they were 
fast approaching that age, when if not the grasshopper, yet ths 
cares of such a house as they kept must be a burden to then. 

From this we sought to relieve them, and at the same time have 
the family so near, that ws ourselves night enjoy a more frequent 
and intimate intercourse. 

From early life my parents had occupied the first rank in the 
commmity where they had lived, and although they were respected 
here, yet they were comparatively little known, and besides, if it 
had been othorwise, they would still have found themselves less 
importent integral "menbers of this commmity than of any other 
where they had befcre resided. The entire charge of the farm at 
Mount Hope was purposely devolved upon my Father and neither my 
brother nor myself Rabat of carrying out even ea favorite proj- 
ect there, without not only his approval, but if possible his 
suggestion too. This was done to make it as pleasant as possi- 
ble for him, since he had never been in a position to be dictated 
to by others. The plan was I think to a preat extent successful, 
and if my Mother had been as well content as he ot IT think they 
would have realized our expectations. 
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Mr. Sartell Prentice 
Son of Nathaniel Sartell Prentice 


Copied from a photograph which bears 


the name Edmondson who may have been 
a photographer in Albany. 
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Late in September, 1849, while superintending the affairs of 
the farm, my Father apparently took a severe cold. The usual rem- 
edies applied by wy Mother, failed of their usual result, and after 
a few days of disappointed hope the doctor was called in; vigorous 
measures were now adopted, but he continusd to grow worse, and it 
was soon clear that a fever of the typhus character was fastened 
upon him. This soon left hin, but so extremely prostrated that he 
never rallied, and on the 25th October he died as much lamented by 
his family as perhaps any Father ever was. He was a man of not 
only good natural and acquired abilities, but of very uncommon sen- 
sibllities. His tenderness and affection was like that of a woman, 
and yet there was no want of decision and fiirmess in his character. 
He first made a public profession of religion here and wited with 
the Second Presbyterian Church under Rev. Dr. Sprague, on the 19th 
November, 1837. As I have before intimated he had entertained as 
I believe a well-grounded hops for about fifty years, or ever since 
he was tienty-one ysars of age. All this time ho had been waiting 
to attain some comfortable degrees of that confidence which his 
perents, my Mother, end all his acquaintance, so far as I have ever 
heard, had for him. His life had not only been blameless, but in 
all other respects than public profession, highly exemplary. From 
my earlisst recollection he had always evinced a rerarlkably tender 
conscience, which could not leave on the minds of his children any 
reasonable doubt, but that his governing principle was the Divins 
lew, Very early in his sickness he became greatly prostrated, and 
before he or others became much alarmed it was very difficult for 
him to speak at all. 

later in his sickness although perfectly sensible, he could 
not so articulate as to be understood. This was apparently a very 
preat trial to him, as it certainly was to the family. He did 
however give very satisfactory evidence of being sustained, and 
of appropriating the promises of the Gospel. After his death the 
family continued to reside, as it had before in the North wing, 
until the 2lst of June, 1852, when it removed to Brooklyn. 

James, who had for several years boarded in the family most 
of the time, had now gone to New York, and he wished to have the 
family together there to make a home for him as well as for then. 
The family too, felt very much broken up here, and inclined to go. 

Their children, my brothers and sisters were: 


Oliver Howard, born at Alstead, Feby. 19th, 1795, died 
July 16th, 1904. 
Ezra Parmalee, myself, born Dec. 18th, 1797 - treated hereafter. 
Nathaniel Sartell, born Jany.18th, 1800, died Jany. 1857. 
John Hill, " March 24, 1603. 
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Sibyl Pamsla, born Sept. 24, 1807, died Cleveland, Ohio, 
April B the 1874. 

Jemima Calista, born Jany. 3, 1810, 

Lucy Candace, q PML 5 LOLs » 

Janes Hill, " June 29, 1817, at Canton. 


Nathaniel married Sarsh Walker at Canton, Sept. 4, 1823, and set- 
tled. down there on a farm his wife had inherited from her deceased 
father. On this he continued to reside until the summer of 1855 
when he removed to Green Bay, Wisconsin, where he died of fever in 
Jany. 1857. He left two children 


Mary Candace, born July 23, 1833 and 
Ezra Parmeles, " Dec. 17, 1838, died in Oregon Jany. 19,1872. 


The first of these Mary Candace, married George H. Wood, at Can- 
ton, and settled in Green Bay, before my brother went there; and the 
last, Ezra Parmelee, married and settled in Brooklyn, last Fall (1861). 
Nathaniel's oldest son, James Sartell, born June 7, 1831, died at 
Minosha, Viisconsin, in Oct. 1853. 

This son had been educated to the law under Judge Flanders, at 
Malone in this State, and at tho time of his death was settled in 
the practice, and occupying a very promising position at !inogha. 
the facts connected with the professional life, the sickness and 

' death of his son probably led my brother to settle in ‘Wisconsin. It 
was a crushing blow to him, and perhaps more directly than by simply 
changing residence may account for his own death. He never in any 
considerable measure recovered his spirits, and when taken sick 
neither seemed to expect or wish to recover. He (my brother) was 
of a nervous sanguine temperament, and gensrous, nodle, self-sacri- 
ficing instincts, Bold and daring rather than cautious and calcu- 
lating, with him it was, first thoughts and courses rather than sec- 
ond and middle. He was a man of unbounded energy and will, who al- 
Ways made a stir wherever he went; and sometimes stirred the evil 
a3 well as the better passions. He was moderately successful in 
business, dying worth a few thousand dollars. 

Ke was not a professor of religion, and yet his parents and 
a highly respectable family with which he boarded (Esar. Knovles) 
while attending the ‘Academy! during a powerful revival of reli- 
gion in Potsdam in 1820 or '21, always appeared to feal, it was 
clearly hig duty to mke such a profession. And he too, I am per- 
sunded, always regretted that he did not at that time profess the 
hops entertained. Such a profession I have reason to suppose, he 
always contemplated, and that if his life had been spared, very few 
woeks longer, he would hava made it at Green Bay when he felt more 
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settled, and Soe dlisily more in consonanes with tho church SE 
tion ee tat RES than he had done for many years. 


John Hill 


born at Alstead in 183, removed with the family to Canton in 1816. 
He attended school there and at the ‘Academy’ at Potsdam, was clerk 
in my Father's store, and two or three years with George N. Seymour 
at Ogdensburgh. In 1825 he came to this city (Albany) and engaged 
with Denison Williams & Co. The first winter he spent in New Or- 
leans, and most of the succeeding years in travelling about for the 
Company. In 1827 Mr. Williams removed to New York and John became 
associated with Mr. Packer, who had theretofore been the 'company' 
with Iir. Williams, in the same business here. 

On the 8th of March, 1831, he was married to Sarah Nichols 
Davis, daughter of Dea. Nathaniel Davis, an old citizen hers. He 
continued to reside here until Sept. 1840, when in consequence of 
Mr. Packer's going to Europe, he removed his family to Brooklyn, 
in order the better to ba enabled to give his personal attention 
to the joint business in New York, to which lr. Packer fornerly at- 
tended. He has continued to reside in Brooklyn ever since. Of him 
and the matters connected with his family, I need not speak, for 
the information of my children, who are contemporaneous and familisr. 
Of his business I need not speak since I shall have occasion to re- 
fer to it hereafter in speaking of myself. 


Sibyl Pamela 


born at Alstead in 1807, removed to Canton with the family in 1816 
and here in 1825, On the 3rd of June, 1841, shea was married to 
Norman Sackrider a widower of Norfolk, St. Lawrence Co., a merchant 
_ there, In 1850 they removed to Ogdensburgh where he had already con- 
menced the millline business and there she still resides. | 
Their children are: 


Harriet Calista, born Feby. 18, 1845. 
Yorman Prentice, " Apl. 2d, 1847. 


hy second sister 
Jemima Calista 
born Jany. 3d, 1810, married Moses Whitcomb a merchant at Canton, 


Sept. 26th, 1831. In 1834 they removed to this city where he was 
then already engaged in business - the wholesale grocery and Vest 
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Indies. They continued here but about a year, and in 1835 went to 
Brooklyn, he having removed his business to New York. Mr. Whitcomb 
is of nervous, bilious temperament, suspicious, violent and dopgmat- 
ical. They did not live very happily together and yet there was 
never any observable outbreak and thoir nsighbors probably thought 
them as happy as others. In 1848 he went to California and has 
never been back or mde any provision for his family in the mean- 
time. They occasionally hear from him, and he says, "he will pro- 
vide for them if they chooses to go there." The family has besn 
supported and daughters educated since he went away and to sone 
‘extent before, by John, James and myself. I know not but his hab- 
its are good, he is a man of considerable capacity, great industry, 
and supposed to ba worth some property. 

-Their children are 


“Ellen Calista, born August 12, 1833. 
Ida Prontice, e ih nal ue bend Sole 


Ellen went out to California at the earnast request of her 
father and at ou expense in July 1852 and was married there to 
Joshua P. Haven in 1853. Her husband died there in Decr: 180, 
and witn her three children she returned here in April 18). Her 
hushand left some property perhaps enough for her support. 

They now reside at Oswego, this State. Ida Prentice, born 
August 13, 1843, has now completed her education in the Brooklyn 
Female Academy and with her mother resides with and is supported 
by James. 

. My youngest sister 


Lucy Candace 


was born at Alstead Jany. 15, 1814. She has never been married 
and though not enjoying very good health, being troubled with a 
spine difficulty, she has yet for many years been a vary important 
link in the family. Has had for the last ten years, as she now 
has, the entire charge of James! housshold affairs. 


James Hill 


ity youngest brother was born at Canton June 29, 1817. He ¥Es 
adueated at Canton and first came to Albany a clerk with Packer, 
Prentice & Co. in the summer of 1834. In 1639 he first took an 
intsrest in the business. Wr. Finn until then a clerk in our house 
at N. Y. coming in at the same time. The name of the firm was then 
changed to that of "Packer, Prentice & Finn." In 1841, both hr. 
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Packer and myself went out, leaving John, Jamas and Finn. The name 
of the firm was then altered to that of Frentice, Finn & Co. In 
1&6 lr. Finn went ovt and John and James went on alone wider tha 
nama of J. H. Prentice & Co. John having the care of the houss in 
New York and James of the manufactories here. Thay continued until 
the fall of 1850 when the manufacturing and sale of furs having be- 
coms very much reduced they resolved to give up that branch of 
their business and in place of it add that of hats. The mamfac- 
tory in this city was therefore closed and in November 1850 James 
went to New York to reside. Ha boarded with John witil the sum- 
mer of 1852, when in pursuance of previous arrangement, my moth- 
er's family, Nother, Calista, Candace and Ida, moved to Brooklyn, 
and under Candace's administration commenced to keep houss for hin. 

My brothers! business continued large and as prosperous as 
they had expected until the fall of 1&57 when having an unusually 
large stock on hand, and encountering a sevare money panic when 
all the Banks suspended they were forced to do tne same. Their 
debts were about 500,000 and they showed a surplus of tyo in thes 
business besides which John had a pretty large interest in real 
estate. They had before this taken in two former clerks without 
capital, Ames and Moulton. Their debts were finally conpronised 
at 50¢ and so settled but when matters cleared up a little their 
debts came in better than was feared by their creditors, or then- 
selves and with the aid of John's real estate which begen asain 
to have sone tangible valus they paid tne other 50¢ with interest 
in the winter of 1858 and 9. 

In the Spring of 1856, Jares started up *he same kina of 
business apgein on his orm account and alone. I had before had in 
their joint business an interest. In collecting their debts, 
they were enzbled te get money as fant as it was necessary for 
him to use which otherwise they would have paid to me, as my debt 
against them. 

He has since done a good and safe business, the first two or 
three years. making considerable money and in the last cne or to 
losing less than most others. The last one year will long be re- 
membered as a year of Civil War, and vtter prostration cf nearly 
all ordinary business. Nothing is collected from the southern 
states, now in rebellion and all the banks, as well as most of 
the New York merchants, havo suspended. Fortunately for James, 
his practice from the first has been to buy with, and only with 
his receivables without recourse. The result has been to relieve 
him from a large amount of what would now have been, suspended, 
if not, lost paper. He still has some such paper on hand but the 
amount is comparatively srall and leaves tho earnings of other 
and better years almost intact. 
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F2zra P. Prentice 


Copy of oil portrait in possession of 
Mr. %. P. Prentice, New York 
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He was married to Eloise W. Valiont at Palmyra, Missowri, in 
June 160, and now with his wife and tro children lives as he did 
before in the family at Brooklyn. His wife was young and they 


preferred their manner to that of having a separate establishment; 


ali things therefore with them move on much as they did before 
under Candace's supervision. 

Having now oriefly spoken of all the other memberg of the 
family, it becomes me to say something of myself and the persons 
amd things with whom and with which J am immediately connected. 
In doing this, if I am more particular than I have been in spaak- 
ing of others, it will be remombered I am doing it for my chil- 
dren end not for others. 

I was born in Alstead, N. H. December 18th 1, and so far 
as educated at al), was so in the common schools there. All the 
advantages of this kind that were available either in our om or 
‘peepee cistricts my parents were careful to secure both to 
my brothers and mysolf. At the eve of 15, I left school and went 
to live with Col. Bieney in Newport, N. H., aeclerk in his store. 
Such a position, before the days of "railroads was very much more 
important than now. Here I remained until August 1816 when, as 
before stated, I went with my fether to Canton, this state. 

I continued with him, and in his business wntil the spring 
of 1625, when I went into a store at Ogdensburg, on a salary of 
400 doljers - I had before this received of my father 300, and 
most of the time, my board. 

In the course of business at Canton a small gim and rifle 
manufacturing esteblishrent had fallen into my father's hands, 
and in the spring of 1&22 it was proposed that I should take 
that interest and make of it a business for myself. Though not 
Lae satisfied with it, yet the difficulties in the way of my 

tiing anvthing better seemed so preat, I resolved to give it 
: eet eal and for the next two years make that my principal busi- 
ness. -In-all ee time, however, I never pot my cowere up to 
the point where I was willing to heve my fether's interest cease 
and mine begin, nor yet, until near the close of this time was 
it settled that they should not be so. I feund I could not dis- 
cipline myself into a love of the business nor quite give up my 
aspiration for something better. With my father's entire concur- 
rence, therefors, the interest remained his and the salary mins. 
I was not more emcicus to do better than was he to have me do so. 
He had no capital to give me but everything else that a father 
could de, was done for ms. 

The ebject of my going to Opdenshwrg was not se much the 
salary, as an opening and ea little wider acauaintance. Before 
this, and on the 24th September 1622, I had married Fhilene 
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Niss Jessie P. Prentice, New York 
Vr. Samuel Isham is of opinion that 
this portrait was painted by Mr. Frederick Fink 
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Copied from oil portrait in possession of 
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Philena Cheney Prentice 
Copied from oil portrait in possession of 
Niss Jessie P. Prentice, New York 
Yr. Samuel Isham is of opinion that 
this portrait was painted by Mr. Frederick Fink 
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Cheney, daughter of Col. Wm. Cheney at Newport, N. H. It was with 
Kr. Cheney I had served my apprenticeship in business. He was an 
enterprising and vary respsctable man, and citizen as well as ex- 
tensive and successful country merchant. Was one of the leading 
men in the torn, representing it in the State legislature, was 
deacon in tho Baptist Church, &c. He died in 1830, and his widow, 
whom my children knew and loved as their grandmother, in August 
last (1861) at the house of her son in Rochester. 

At the time of my going to Ogdensburg in 1825, we had one 
child, then a few months old. I remained at Ogdsnsburg but little 
more than a year, when having made an arrangement with Messrs 
Dennison (or Denison) Williams & Co. of this city, throuch my 
brother John, who was already in their employ, to enter their 
service myself, I left Ogdsnsburg in August and first came to 
this city to reside on tna 14th of September 1826. 

With Kessrs Dennison (or speetitesd Williams & Co. I was to 
have $500 a year. That, however, which I esteemed of much greater 
importance was a wider field of business, to lmow and to make my- 
self known upon. The business of Messrs. Williams & Co. was that 
of buying, dressing, manufacturing and selling furs and all kinds 
of pelting, as well as buying and selling raw shipping firs and 
skins, It had been determined that i should go to the northern 
British provinces, New Brimswick and Nova Scotia with a lot of 
their manufactured goods to sell as well as to buy shipping and 
other furs. This it was supposed would occupy my time for most 
of the fall and winter. Under these circumstances, myself am 
wifes concluded, it would be the most pleasant, as well as sconon- 
ical disposition of the family, in the meantime, for her to accept 
the invitation of her parents, to spend it with them. 

To carry out this plan I went over with my wife and child 
and left them at Newport late in September and on tho 22nd October 
sailed from New York with my goods for St. Johns. After a few 
weeks spent at St. Johns, and in that vicinity, I went across the 
country from Digby Bay to Halifax, where in the mean time, other 
goods had been sent from New York, I remained in Nova Scotia 
until into January when I returned to St. Johns, and the last of 
February by land to Albany and made a report of my doing which I 
have reason to think was satisfactory. 

During my absence the copartnership of the house with which 
I was engaged had expired by its own limitation, and Mr. jilliams, 
without concert with his partners had resolved to remove to New 
York with his business. He proposed that I should go with him 
and although the other members of the house, Messrs Packer and 
Douglass intimated to me that the business would still go on here, 
yet, on the whole, it was thought best that I should consent to go. 
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This winter while I was at the north, John was in New Orleans 
and he did not return until after this arrangement was made. With 
lr. Williams I was to have 600 dollars, with house, fuel and some 
other perquisites. I went over to Newport for my family and on 
the 1ith of April 1527 left Albany for West Farms, Westchester 
County where Mr. Williams had concluded to locate his mnufactur~ 
ing establishment. Here I remained until the Ath August follow 
ing, when after having, for a considerable time before, given Nr. 
Williams notice of my intention to do so, I left there and re- 
turned to Albany. 

; hir, williams was a man of more energy than perseverance, more 
versatility than stability, and much more jealousy than good sense. 
He had a high appreciation of both his om powers and rights and a 
correspondingly low one of those of others. He left Albany with- 
out concert with his partners, Messrs. Packer and Douglass, and yet 
strange as it may appsar seamed to suppose the business could not, 
or would not be continued there in his absence. When therefore, 

he found that Mr. Packer and John, were going on with it, he seemed 
to withdraw his confidence from me, and almost studiously to make 
my position intolerable, though I had endeavored to serve him with 
a singleness of purpose, 

After I returned to Albany, I continued with Packer and John 
through the year, and the next winter, that of 1827 and 8, I took 
an interest with thom and Dennison (or Denison) Williams, who now 
sought such an association and proposed to return to Albany for 
that purpose. His business at New York had not been so success- 
ful as he expected and though he was an undesirable partner, yet, 
in order to get rid of the opposition, it was thought best to take 
him in. This continued but one year, for in February 1829, while 
both tr. Packer and I were absont, Mr. Williams took the entire 
amount of our bills receivable from the store to his house and 
refused to return them. The result was a suit in chancery and a 
receiver. Our year's business had been quite successful and there 
was no other apparent cause for all this than a wish on Mr. Wil- 
liams' part to lock up the joint capital in court for a year, in 
order to thus kill off his partners, and secure the business to 
himself, the capital now being principally the profits of the 
last year, and a large proportion of it, of course, belonging to 
his threes pertners. He was willing to have his ow Locked up, 
for the sake of taking theirs out of their hands, and consequent- 
ly, out of the market. 

This was made the more apparent by the subsequent develop- 
ment, that at this time he had made an arrangement with the house 
of Smith & Willard of this city, to take into company with hin- 
self the son and brother-in-law of the partners in that house and 
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with them, in the strength the new association would seit hin, go 
on with the business. 

Mr. Williams had the reputation of being the capitalist of 
our concern, nor was it generally known that he had brought back 
but a little pert of that he had taken away, when he went to New 
York in tho spring of 1827. Besides this, it was knom, Hessrs. 
Smith and Willard who were to be his indorsers, were very strong, 
and the young men Messrs. Smith & Young, very respectable. In 
opposition to this his three partners were all young men of very 
limited acquaintance and no other means than those now mde sub- 
ject to the contingency of a decision in chancery, to be had not 
until the close of the year. 

It was under these circumstances we represented our case to 
the directory of the Bank of Albany and asked if they could wmder- 
take te carry us through on our own strength and without other 
security than our promise of integrity, industry and economy. Te 
told them just how the investigation in chancery would result and 
just what we must have; if anything. After consultation they 
apreed to take us under their wing and nodly they redeemed their 
promiss. I think they have all said we redeemed ours too. The 
receiver in chancery made his report on the 18th day of November 
1829, fully sustaining what we had said of the interest referred 
to him, and giving us near three quarters of the capital which 
all this time had remained in his hands. 

Our business during this year too had been highly successful 
and at the close of it we were enabled to pay off the Bank and 
add very handsomely to our capital. For the additional strength 
it would give, we had this year associated with us Mir. James B. 
Douglass, a business man of this city, who had before been con- 
nected with Messrs. Williams & Packer. He continued with us, 
however, but this one year, neither contributing money or per- 
sonal attention, yet the name and responsibility were worth the 
cost, probably. 

While business affairs were moving on in the way I have 
stated domestic matters were receiving a large share of my atten- 
tion. The first summer we boarded with Mrs. Fuller in Beaver 
Street between Green and South-Market, where now there are only 
shops, and on the first of November moved into a nicer house on 
the north side of Mark Lancs, now Exchange Street, between Deem 
Street and the Dock, This was then a respectable place for resi- 
dence and all the street, nearly, was so occupied. At that time 
Montgomery Street east of the Delavan House and Colurbia Street, 
east of Montgomery was quite the court end ef the town. John and 
Packer boarded with us in Mark Iane. On the 12th December our 
son George was taken with croup, to which he had before been sub- 
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ject; it did not yield this time as heretofore and on aie 22nd he 
died, aged a little more than three years. 

This was a crushing blow to his parents. Thelight of ow 
dwelling seemed to be put out. We were comparative strangers here, 
even Packer and John were both absent. We had however made the ac- 
quaintance of a few families and they were very kind. Rev. Mr. Welsh, 
at whose church we had worshipped, attended the fimeral on the 23rd 
and our only child was buried in the Baptist ground. When, after- 
wards y we became connected with the 2nd Presbyterian Society the re- 
mains were removed to the grounds of that society. 

On the 9th October 1828, we had a daughter, Marion Jemima born, 
and thus were we made to eiha of mercies and of judgements, and here 
would I gratefully record how mercies rejoiced against judgment. 

In 1830 the business was continued as before, only now, with- 
out Mr Douglass, and was again quite successful. On the first of 
May, this year, we moved into a house on the north side of Colum- 
bia Street between Pearl and North Market, now North Broadway. In 
1831 the name of the firm was changed from Wm. S. Packer Jim. & Co. 
to Packer, Frentice & Co. The parties however were and continued 
the same, ie Mr. Packer, John and myself. The shares were equal 
and from this time to 1839, there was no change in name or inter- 
est. The business continued prosperous and constantly extending. 

In the manufacturing of goods we employed from five to seven him- 
dred hands, male and female and were largely engaged in taking, 
buying and selling rew furs and pelting. We had a pretty large 
interest during this time in the Pacific. At one time, I remem- 
ber, eight vessels in which we were more or less interested, and 
in several of which, we had a controlling interest, were all round 
Cape Horn at the same time. 

Farly in this period Mr Packer went to New York where we took 
a store and where our sales were principally mde. Here he ever 
after resided. My own attention was principally given to prepsr- 
ing the stock, and John's to making it up. 

In March 1831 John was married to Sarah N. Davis, daughter 
of Deacon Nathenial Davis an old and very respectable citizen 
here, 

In May of this year 1831 our factory and the pier were burned, 
by which we suffered several thousand dollars loss. Before mov- 
ing over into the pier, for manufacturing purposes we. had occupied 
@ large brick building where now the Central Railroad Depot is on 
Dean Street between Maiden Lane and Steuben Street. After the 
fire, we purchased the property on Water Street, at the corner 
of Iumber St., and built and removed the manufactory to it. Here 
we remained as long as we continued in business here. 

On the 26th of August, this year, ow son William Cheney was 
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born. In the spring of 1833 John and I purchased two hovses in 
Washington Street, and on the first of May moved into them. On 
the 18th of June following, our son lim. Cheney died of scarlet 
fever aged near two years. In 1834 John and I bought the prop- 
erty at Mount Hope with a view to make a home for our psrents, 
and ultimately, probably, for ourselves. On the 26th of August 
this year, our son William Packer was born. He was named for 
my partner William Satterlee Packer, for whom we had very great 
respect. 

In the summer of 1835 John and I built upon Mout Hope, a 
house and out-buildings for ow parents. The house was of wood, 
two story, with a low wing on each side. It cost a little over 
five thousand dollars and stood immediately in front of where 
the main building now stands. It was taken down to make room 
for the present structure, after the north wing was finished 
for the reception of my parents in June 1844. In October 1835 
our parents came from Canton and first took possession of this 
house prepared for then. 

In Vey 1836 our store and shops north of Mechanics & Farm- 
ers Bank burned at 10 o'clock in evening by fire communicated 
from an adjoining building. The loss was fully covered by in- 
surance .. 

In July (10th) Marion Jemima died, with scarlet fever, aged 
7-3/4, years. She had lived to be older and more intimately con- 
nected with all our words and deeds than either of our other chil- 
dren, and though this was not a first grief yet it was lasting - 
avery trying one. The day after Marion was buried Packer was 
taken with the same diseese and for many days we had but very 
slight hope of his recovery. 

On Sundey the 23rd Cctober my wife and I, both wnited with 
the 2nd Presbyterian church, Rev. Dr. Sprague. Sho on evidence 
of good standing in the little Baptist church at Newport, N. H., 
where she united on profession in 1820 and on examination by the 
session both as to her religicus views and motives for changing 
her general relations and I on profession of my faith, made from 
a growing though trembling conviction that this was both my priv- 
ilege and duty. This was a quarter of a century ago, and to-day 
I am without assurance that my name is registered on high as 
well as in the church on earth. God I know is faithful and if I 
have a right to appropriate his promises, why has twenty-five 
years been so barren? Why so little of the enjoyment it is the 
christian's privilege to have? ‘hy are not my children, to-day, 
among the followers of the Lamb? They are amiable, respectful 
and affectionate, for all of which we bless God, but do thoy 
love the Savior? If not, how shall I stand justified before a 
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faithful God? I dere not give up my profession. I cannot give up 
my hops. It has had some sore trials without utterly failing me 
though it has never been so strong that I could say "I know that 
my Redeemer liveth," but I can say "I believe, help though my un- 
belief," and that while I live I shall continue to supplicate God's 
blessing on my children, not in relation to the things of this 
world, but the things which are of infinitely more importance. 

1837 March 30, our farm barns were burned at Mount Hope at 
10 o'clock in the evening, conswning three horses, som hay, grain 
and farm implements, loss about 1,800 dollars. We supposed at the 
time it was the work of an incendiary, and now have very little 
doubt this was in the person of our carpenter, Nicholas Connover, 
and that it was done simply to get the job of putting it up again 
when work was slack. In this he succeeded and did rebuild it. 

We first suspected him when we found he had charged in his bill 
for much more lumber than he had used in the reconstruction. He 
afterwards proved himself a very bad man, and was obliged to leave 
the country for its good. Cn the 29th of lay our son Sartell was 
born, the twin of a still-born female. The mother was very sick 
both before and after as well as at her confinement and for a long 
time her friends were all quite anxious about her. She continued 
feeble through the summer and fall and as cold weather approashs? 
tho physictans advised that she should go to a warmar climata on 
our own coast or make a voyage to Europe and remain in the south 
pert of it for the winter. 

The last was finally detarmined upon, and to prepare for such 
an absence tva arranged to send the tro children and mwse into 
John's, whose houss was next door to ours in Washington Street, 
and to have my sister Candace stay there during ow absence to 
teke care of them. | 

All this basing completed and our house shut up, with my sis- 
ter Pamela, we sailed from Now York for Havre on the ist of Decem- 
ber in the packet ship Baltimore. This was before the days of 
ocean steamers but when we had such sailing vessels as tho stean- 
ers have now displaced. We had a pleasant winter passage and 
after staying a little more than a month in Paris started for 
Italy in our own hired carriage. At Marseilles we took the boat 
for Naples, shipping our carriages to Leghorn to be taken on our 
return round the Nediterranoan. We made the usual route and cana 
back as we expected, all the way by lend via Geneva, Turin, It. 
Cenis, Genoa &ce to Paris. We remained in Paris this tims about 
tivo weoks and left for London via Brussels and Antwerp. In each 
of theses places we stayed a day, and at the last, took steamer 
for London on the 25th of April. We remined in London until 
the Sth of May when we left for Liverpool stopping at Birminghan, 
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Coventry, Warwick, Kenilworth &c. At this time thore was not a 
continuous railroad all the way, but part of our journey was made 
in the post coach. I went into Yorkshire and bought some Short 
Horned cows there and in Liverpool arranged to have them shipped 
to New York. From Liverpool we went out to Chester and over to 
Dublin, but we saw very little of Ireland. 

While we were abroad the first regular steamer crossed and 
we might by waiting a few wecks have taken it but we preferred the 
packet, as well as to save the time. 

. On the 24th of May we left Liverpool in the packet ship Inde- 
pendence and reached New York on the 17th of June, having bean ab- 
sent little more than six months and so far as my wife's health 
was concerned, feeling that the great object of the journey had 
been measurably accomplished, while to all of us it has besn done 
in a.very pleasant we hoped profitable way. We found ow chil- 
dren and friends all as we had left them and business seemed not 
to have suffered by my absence. I have run over the account of 
this hurried tour, much as we did through the tour itsolf, and 
only because there were no wnusual incidents in the detail of 
which my children would be interestsd. It wes not undertaken 

for pleasure however much we derived from it, but for the health 
both of my wife and sister. On accoiwmt of our family as well as 
my partners and business, we did not feel at liberty to be gone 
any longer than was necessary to secure, so far as we could, 

this particular object, 

Business throughout this year 1833 continued as it had been 
for all the years since I spoke of it, nor was there anything in 
our affairs deserving particular notice, more than in those years, 

On the first of December this year brother John, his wife 
and daughter Anna sailed for Havre in the sailing vessel we had 
taken just one year before. In this case the object vas not un- 
like that in mine, only here it was mental rather than the phys- 
ieal health of my brother's wife. Their children had been left 
at ow house, as ours were at theirs when we went and now his 
house was shut up. 

1839. At the commencement of this year we took in A. T. 
Finn, who had long been a clerk with Mr Packer at New York and 
brother James who had as long been a clerk here, and altered the 
name of the firm to Packer, Prentice & Finn. This change had all 
been settled upon before John went away in December. 

On the 19th February our daughter Laura Frances was born - 
our only daughter. On the 12th September John and family returned 
from Europe bringing one more. than they took away - a son born in 
London in June. Through the year 1839 and 1640 business and all 
other matters with us continued as they were wntil the 8th July, 
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when the necessary preparation in our business and otherwise hav- 
ing been made Packer sailed for Europe. John and I had gone on 
account of our wives and Packer was going probably, because he had 
no wife ~ so far as business was concerned, however it was best 
anticioating by a few months the changes we contemplated for the 
next spring. 

It was now settled that John should go to New York to take 
his place immediately, and James assumes John's particular duties 
here. On the 20th September John's family removed to Brooklyn 
where he had purchased a house for their accommodation. 

1841. In January the business was settled as had before 
been determined upon, myself and Packer going, and Finn to go on 
with the business. The name of the concern was altered to Pren- 
tice Finn & Co. For several years Packer Prentice & Co. had been 
interested both with Geo. C. Treadwell and I. C. Taylor in retail 
fur establishments which each carried on in his om namo, Packer 
Prentice & Co. furnishing the capital and such other aid as was 
necessary until now they had become strong enough to go alone. 

With us, as with them, it had been both profitable and pleas- 
ant, and it was only because neither of them needed further aid, 
as well as because we were closing all ow joint affairs, that 
their common interest was settled. 

Our own business had been reasonably successful, and since 
Mr Williams turned us owt in 1829, had at least been conducted 
with perfect harmony, and good will, among ourselves. The only 
strife had been to see which should do most for the joint inter- 
est - each had given his undivided attention to it resisting all 
political, or other outside influences, at least as far as is 
justifiable. As is common to everybody these had been presented 
to each of us, and in one or two cases in rather glowing colors. 

In the twelve years since 1829 the character of our busi- 
ness had somewhat changed. At one time the sealing was a very 
important part of it. The change in fashion, however, among 
ourselves, had so reduced the value of this kind of stock in 
the market and the excessive catch of former years had so re- 
duced the number of animals to be found at their old, or any 
new haunts in tho South Pacific now to be found as to nautral- 
ize the advantages of the business. This therefore had to a 
great extent, been given up, but in other directions the busi- 
ness had increased to perhaps just as great an extent. 

It may not be uninteresting here to say, that long before 
the close of this time, lir. Williams had got through with his 
money credit, friends, partners and indorsers. The last, 
though an old, respectable and wealthy house failed, as well | 
as himself and partners. Mr. Williams died in this city a poor 
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man about ten years ago. 

Befora John left for New York I took his half interest in the 
Yount Hope property and proposed to build upon it, with a view to 
going there myself to live - of the company I also took the joint 
interest in the planing mill in the upper part of the city. 

Vr Packer returned from Europe on the 24th April - somewhat 
carlier than he had been expected and not so well pleased with 
foreign travel as he had hoped to have been. He was a man of very 
fine natural powers and of good common education, though obtained 
with very slight advantages. From early youth, his attention had 
been given, with singular oneness to himself, and neither his hab- 
its, or readings had prepared him to enjoy such a tour, alone as 
he was. His capacity for business was no ordinary one. He was 
energetic, prompt and decisive, acting upon first thoughts and 
intuitive conclusions based upon naturally high and chivalrous 
notions of integrity and honor. He was short and slight in stat- 
ure and nervous, bilious in temperament. With strong filial re- 
gard for his mother he had early imbibed a high degree of respect 
for the religion she professed, and in 1840, after a very severe 
struggle, amoumting to almost despair, at times, he obtained a 
clear and cheerful hope, and connected himself with Dr McElroy's 
church in New York. In 1842 he married Harriet Putnam in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and settled dom there where his property, princi- 
pally real estate, was situated. On the 15th of December 1850 
he died there of what is called softening of the brain. From 
the approach of this disease he suffered, probably five or six 
years; very little however was known about it until within three 
or four years of his death. For thse last two years he was able 
to attend to very little business and none at all, in the last 
few months. 

He was a generous noble spirit, a firm warm friend, and e6x- 
cellent citizen. He left a widow and tvo children. 

On the 3rd of Jume ry sister Pamela was married, as has been 
before steted at her father's. Dr. Sprague being sick at the 
time, Rev, Dr. I. N. Campbell performed the ceremony. 

In building, ss we did this year at Mount Hope, the north 
Wing was first finished in order to make provision for my fatrer's 
family while we should take dow the house in which they then 
lived, this being necessary to make room for the main buildirg 
to be erected immediately in rear of it. This wing was finished 
and the family moved into it on the 2]st June 1840. This year 
my attention was given almost exclusively to building upon the 
farm, the stock upon the farm and other farm matters. I had at 
Fs time a pretty large herd of imported and hore bred Short 
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1842. Having completed that part of the house at Mowmt Hope 
which we expected to occupy, we moved into it on the 22nd June. 
Shutting up the house we left in Washington Street. That however 
wae sold the next spring to Mr. Tucker or rather, was exchanged 
for other property. 

The close of this year was unusually severe, the river 
closed on the 28th November, and it was winter wntil early in 
January but on the 8th January 

1843 the river opened and boats continued to run until the 
lst of February after which it was as wncommonly severe and long 
continued, as January had been mild and pleasant. 

On the 13th March, our daughter Laura Frances was taken sick 
and on the 16th died, a little more than four years old. This 
was a terrible blow to her parents. She was a precocious and 
very attractive child, and besides, was our only daughter. We 
in some measure realized that these repeated afflictions, if not 
the penalty, were the righteous judgments, of an ever gracious 
God, for our idolatry and we did strive to humble ourselves be- 
fore his mighty hand. At the time of her sicimess and death the 
weather was more tempestuous than it had been at, porhaps, any 
other time during a remarkably blustering winter. It was to all 
of us, especially her poor mother, an extremely gloomy tins. The 
ice did not leave the river this spring until the 13th April when 
the first boat came up. In May Packer was sent to Poughkeepsie 
to school where he remined tvo years. 

As was the last, so was this year of 1843 and 1844 given to 
the things of the farm - my father's authority, however, always 
being supreme there. Nothing deserving of particular notice, 6x- 
cept the things elready mentioned occurred in either of these 
years until the 12th December 1844 when our daughter Bertha was 
born. As the first of the last year had been a season of gloom 
so was the last of this a season of rejoicing, yet certainly of 
fear, lest heaviness should be sent into our souls. In the morn- 
ing, after the birth, when I mentioned the fact to Sartell I was 
startled by his wild, nervous appearance and violent, though ap~ 
parent involuntary gesticulations. I had never noticed any such 
thing before, but it continued to increase, and soon left no doubt 
that he was suffering from what is called St Vitus dance. The ex- 
citing news had only served to develop the disease, a little ear- 
lier perhaps, than it would otherwise have appeared. After a 
while the difficulty began to subside and in about three months 
had entirely disappeared. 

1845 Having already served nino yoars as one of the Trus- 
tees of the Albany Female Academy and as it was now inconvenient 
for me to attend the meetings of the Board generally held in the 
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evening, I refused to have my name used at an elsction held on the 
first of April. 

In May I took down the large two-story house, formerly used 
as a tavern, where the Gate Lodge now stands, and commenced the 
erection of the present Lodge. This summer too I built the Temple 
and Pagoda on the two front Imolls. On the 25th Jue I had a pub- 
lic sale of Short Horn cattle. At it between 30 and 40 animals, 
old and young, were sold at an average of about $113. At the time 
of this sale the herd was the finest I had ever seen, and wmdoubt- 
edly the best ona in the country. We had a good company and the 
prices were tolerably satisfactory, though much less than have 
since been obtained for no better cattle. Much less attention 
had then been given to improvement in this direction than has 
since been paid to it, and fewer persons were disposed to buy. 

At the time of this sale I had a few Ayrshires, which for ssveral 
years after I continued to breed with very great satisfaction. 
The few Short Horns which were left I afterward sold to Geo. Vail 
Esq. of Troy. 

On the whole I do not suppose I aither lost or made much 
money in the importation and breeding of cattle, but I think thers 
can be no doubt I did do somes good to the farming interest of the 
country, and had myself at least the benefit of a healthful and 
harmless amusement, if it was nothing more. By this means too 
I avoided any violent change from the excitement of a somewhat 
extensive mercantile business to the comparative quiet life of a 
farmer. At any rate I took great pleasure in it, and thought I 
was doing some good. Lend here however was too valuable to mke 
much money at it or to contemd with that worth a quarter as much, 
and I therefore thought it was best to sell them out. 

In November this year I commenced the Hops cottage. Ths obe- 
ject of building this was principally to break up a common run- 
way for idle city strollers along the bank of the creek. From 
time immemorial this had been a kind of public rendezvous and it 
became necessary to break it up. 

1846. On the morning of the 7th of April we found the house 
had been entered during the night, and all ovr silver carried off. 
I immediately saw the city police, advertised, offered a boty 
for recovery &c, but nothing was heard of it wntil into Novenber 
when through a New York officer I learned that a prisoner in the 
Brooklyn jail could probably tell me something about it. I went 
down and saw him and found that he was one of a party who took it. 

In consequence of disclosures he made I went on to Philedel- 
phia and found several of the smaller pieces in the shop of the 
receiver (as he proved to be) and some larger ones, which he had 
Bold, at two other jewelry stores in the city. These Jast I dis- 
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covered without any particular clus, merely in looking in at shops 
for familiar articles. All of these I took on sight and rather m-~ 
ceremoniously. The receiver was brought up, examined in Court and 
put under large bonds. At his trial he was convicted and sent to 
State's Prison not only, but required first to pay the full values 
of all the articles which had not been recovered. He was a man of 
considerable property, a German Jew, by the name of Van Tine. 

On the 24th of April this year, our daughter Bertha was bap= 
tized in the house by Dr. Sprague, who with the officers of the 
church, were down especially to baptize by immersion, Mrs. I. W. 
Vosburgh, in our fountain. Besides the things already spoken of 
notaing of any particular importance occurred this year requiring 
notice nor did there in 
- 1847 until the 23rd of July when our second daughter Jessie 
was born. We had now ta#o sons and tvo daughters and had lost the 
sane. I trust we had some appreciation of God's goodness in sete 
ting these mercies over against his judgments in ow affliction. 
This year for the first I suffered very much from the dyspepsia, 
and this year too I built ths Swiss, Bertha and Jessis cottages. 

1848. Through the last year I suffered very much from the 
dyspepsia without knowing precisely what it was. I did every- 
thing for it which I supposed promised any good and on the Sth 
of February left home for ths South, hoping to derive som ben- 
efit from the change. At New York I took steamer for Charleston 
where I stayed some days, then went to Savannah, Iiacon, Mont- 
gomery, Mobile and New Orleans. At each of these places I spent 
a few days and only that I felt so miserably in health should 
have enjoyed it. From New Orleans I came up the river to Loutis- 
ville, and Cincinnati, then via Pittsburg, Brownville, Cumberland 
and Baltinore to New York and home on the 30th March. 

On the 27th May this year I started the omibus, which has 
continued to run since and now has become one of the established 
conveniences of the place as well as miles below here. I ran it 
two or three years at my om expense and then, when it began to 
pay expenses, sold it out in 1857. 

On the 17th of August a very destructive fire occurred in 
the City, taking all of south Market Street and much of the Dock 
and Plier. 

Loss was estimated at 11/2 to 2 millions of dollars. It 
bankrupted one of the insurance companies by which I lost about 
$3,000 stock. Nothing apparently but a sudden and violent change 
(of "wind and showers saved ail the north part of the city, includ- 
ing the Pionser's Will and Factory. Early in the progress of the 
fire I had gone up to my brother's factory in the north pert of 
the city to aid if it should become necessary in the removal of 
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the property there, and while with James and his men I stood watch- 
ing the rapidly approaching flames, we saw indications in the west 
of showers and change of wind. These soon came with ereat violence, 
when the fire had reached within two blocks of us, and turned it 
back upon its own desolate track. 

The fire commenced at the foot of Herkimer Street; everything 
was dry and the wind strong from the south. The engines were power- 
less against it and had ceased their efforts, and nothing but the 
wind of Heaven saved the north part of the City. Nothing of any 

icular moment occurred during the remainder of this ysar or in 

1849 until the sickness and deatn of my father in September 
and October, as before spoken of, p. 63. This to ma was a very 
startling event. At once I was brought into the front ranks. 

From the second had becomes the first generation, and from bsing 
young, had suddenly become an old man. It is true I did not lis 
to hear my father called old while he lived, even in contradistinc- 
tion from myself, nor did I look upon him as such myself. He was 
full of activity, life and vigor with faculties nearly or quite 
unabated. Yet now, when for the first it scemed to m, I was made 
responsidle for my own acts and could no longer feel that thers 

was a shield between me and their consequences, or betveen me and 
the grave, my whole being seamed cnanged. I had been young and was 
now old and must of necessity take the head of the family. My 
mother still lived, but except in the affections, the relation 

was not the same to m,. 

This year closed as it had begun, without any noticeable oc~ 
currence. 

1850. In January I was elected President of the New York 
State Agricultural Socisty. Early in the spring of this year 
Packer was taken unwell and continued feeble without being real 
sick, through the summer. We were much alarmed about him. Had 
Dr. W. Parker up from New York for counsel in his case, and it 
was not wutil November he was able to resume his school again, 

I went to St. Louis in August this year for my brother in 
New York to arrange som business matters with defrauding debtors 
thore, named Bradford. I left home on the 25th August and re- 
turned 20th September. 

1851. Passed without any very noticeable change. The Al- 
bany Hospital was organized and opened th’s year. J. C. Spencer 
President. I served as one of the governors and VY. P. 

1852. In March Packer and I went to Savannah, Charleston 
&ce., we had the company of Rev. Dr. Spencer, Mrs. Packer and 
young John Prentice from Brooklyn. In August Philena, Packer 
and I went to the White Moumtains, having the company of John 
and Anna Prentice. 
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William Packer, Sartell, Bertha and 
Jessie Philena Prentice, children of 
Fzra P. and Philena Cheney Prentice. 


Copied from a daguerreotype taken 
September 30th, 1850. 
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1853, In January Packer entered tho sophomore class in Wil- 
jiams College. 

1854. In January Packer Sertell and I went to Fashington and 
spent several Gays there. We called at the White House, saw Presie 
dent Pierce, &c. This spring I had the epizootic pneumonla among 
my cattie and lost 13 very valuable Ayrshires with it. This year 
too I altered the houses end built the greenhouse, gas houses, ice 
a ae coachman's house, at an expense altogether of about 

15,000. 

Sartell this year, attended a private school in Wiiliamstowm 
preparatory to entering colisge. 

1855. Packer graduated and Sertell entered Williams College. 
This year, too, on the death of Mr Spencer, I assumed his duties in 
the Hospital Board. On the 30th October Packer sailed from New York 
for Liverpool on his way to Germany for educational purposes. From 
Liverpool he went direct to Esrlin, where he entered the University. 

1856. This year I filled up the fish pond. This year too, 
the Observatory was organized and inaugurated at the meeting of the 
scientific association here in August. 

1857. On the 18th January ry orether Nathaniel died at Green 
Bay, of typhoid fever, and on the 20th Decembex Nathaniel Davis, 
died in this city of apoplexy. 

On the 26th February Calista and I started for Green Bay to 
attend to the affairs of our brother's family and estate. On the 
16th May Sartell sailed from New York for Brussels expecting to 
meet his brother there and to pursus his studies, as well as the 
German langusge in company with him at Gottingen. 

On the first of September, this year, my brother suspended, 
as has been before stated, in New York, ese p. 67. On the 19th 
September this year G. H. Cheney left Toronto, Canada, where he 
had been several years in business and whsre now hs had failed. 

4 In the sumer of this year I added to the Bertha Cottsge the 
> back kitchen &c. 

1858. In August this year I resigned the presidency of the 

— Albany & Susquehanna Reilroad Company, which I had held since 

| September 1853. 
4 On the 16th October this year with my family I sailed from 
| New York in the steamer Arago for Havre expecting to meet the boys 
| and to spend the winter with them in Paris. We had e prosperous 
| Voyage with only the usual incidents and reached Havre on the morn- 
| ing of the 29th. While lying out in the stream waiting for the 
f tide, a emall tug came out to take the passengers off and as it 
f rounded to under our stern we recognized the boys among the crowd 
| upon its deck, They were soon on beard the vessel and the ordi- 
nary scenes in euch cases were all gone throvgh with. Packer had 
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now been gone three years and Sartell half that time. We staid 
in Havre but one night and the next day, Saturday, went up to 
Paris, where the boys had secured us good rooms at the Meurics. 
Woe remained at this Hotel about two weeks and then removed to a 
suite of rooms we had taken at No. 6 Rue Balzse. We very soon 
secured ths services of a very good educated French lady as gover- 
ness and teacher for the children. On the 23rd November Packer 
and I started for Berlin via Cologns and Gottingen. We spent 

the 24th at Cologne, running down to Bonn and back in the P. M. 
We had but little time at Bonn but obtained a good general idea 
of the place, the University &¢. Here Packer had spent his first 
summsr abroad. On the 25th we left Cologne for Gottingen via 
Hesse Cassel and reached there the sams evening. We spent the 
26th at Gottingen and to me it was very pleasantly spent as I 

am sure it was to Packer, We called upon several of the Profes- 
sors, among them Prof. Dorner who was particularly attentive to 
us. He afterward called when Packer was out and said som very 
kind things of him as well as Sartell, who he said he "remembers 
of." He invited me to a kind of a remmion meeting of the faculty 
to be held that evening, but from this I excused myself. He is 
aman of fine, but very soft and wmpretending manners, about 
fifty years old and speaks the English quite well. 

Wie also called upon the hostess of the boys when here; 

i. 6,, where they had rooms and stayed, having most or all their 
meals, She and the family gave Packer a very cordial reception, 
and ma, on his account, a very respectful one. 

The town itself is a very pleasant but antiquated looking 
one. It seems to have no other business than such as the Uni- 
versity brings and when the students are at their lectures no- 
body is seen at anything else. The University buildings are in 
character with all others in the town, ample but antiquated in 
appearance. At Bonn on the contrary they are very imposing. 
There a vacated royal palace has been appropriated and is occu- 
picd by the University. It is both grand and very extensive. 

On the 27th we went to Berlin and spent the next three days 
thers and at Potsdam. The weather was mild but cloudy damp and 
chilly. At Berlin we saw the tom, the parks, the museums, the 
University &c. We also heard Ritter, the friend and companion 
of Humboldt, lecture before his class, a fine looking vigorous 
but grey-headed man. 

At Potsdam we saw all that visitors usually do. The Sans 
Souci, the Gardens, the now Palace, the Charlotten Hof, the 
Gorison Church, where is the sarcophagus of Frederick the Great, 
&, On the morning of our last day in Berlin, tho 30th we 
breakfasted with our Minister there, Governor Wright of Indiana. 
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At his table we met one other American, a Mr. Vassar of Poughksep- 
pis. 

In the evening of the 30th we left for Dresden whsre we spent 
the lst December. Here we sew our consul Mr. Stockton and Mr. 
Philip van Rensselaer, who with his family has been living here 
for soma years. As in duty bound we visited the Greenvaults where 
is collected the costly trinkets and accumilated wealth of Saxon 
princes for many generations and the picture gallery, said to be 
the best in Germny. Among many very fine things we saw were the 
famous "Madonna Di san Sista" by Raphael. It is a very imposing 
picture but I could not go into ecstasies before it, as seemed to 
have been expected, nor feel the inspiration now as I think of it, 
and yet in soma respects I do think it remarkable. 

From Dresden we went to Frankfort on the Main, where we spent 
one day. Here we bought each of the boys a signet ring. Here ve 
sav the Rothschild birth plece, the old house still in good con- 
dition in a narrow, dark jew street, and here too we saw the mon- 
umsnt to Goethe and a very striking picture of John Huss before 
his accusers, 

From Frankfurt we went to Heidelberg where we spent one day 
and then went to Strasburg where we spent most of one day. We saw 
the Cathedral of course and well it is worth a journey from Paris 
to see, if it was only for that purpose. We also saw the monument 
to Marshal Saxe which is deserving no less attention than the ca- 
thedral. I think it is the finest thing of the kind I have ever 
seen, 

From Strasburg we returned to Paris on the 6th December. 
There was still no snow on the ground and no frost in it. The 
country all the way is still one of the finest agricultural ones 
I have ever seen, Winter wheat was green and a great breadth of 
it and mny farmrs were plowing for spring crops. 

On the 20th December we changed ow apartments, as we had at 
first expected to do, to better rooms, now vacated, on the floor 
above where we were.- Packer at this time was attending lectures 
in the University and had his rooms and board over in the Latin 
quarter. He was also taking lessons in French over there, while 
Sartell attended the classes of Mr. Fesandil, in the house where 
ve were, The girls were also pursuing the language (French) wder 
& French governess. In this way and with little other changes the 
year 1858 closed upon us. In this tims, however, we made the ac- 
quaintance of a few American residents in Paris. 

1859. On the 14th Janwary Sartell and I went over to London, 
ve remained there util the 28th, seeing all the lions in and 
about London usually seen by strangers. On Friday the 21st by in- 
vitation we went out to Bowfant, Mr. Lampson's country place and 
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spent two or three days most delightfully there. The first day we 
had company, twelve or fomteen to dinner and a charming company 

it was; on the second day we went out shooting with him and friends. 
Some description of this I wrote soon after for the Country Gentlo- 
man, and herewith preserve a copy. 


Paris February 23 1859. 
Mr. Tucker: 
hy dear Sir 

You asked that I would tell you something of the 
farming I should see on the continent, and in England, but 
as I told you at the time, so mist I say again -- it isa 
field too thoroughly gleaned, and by expsrienced hands, for 
me to venture into it; and yet there is one phase of English 
farming which has not been so often and minutely described 
with us. This I had lately an opportimity of observing, and 
as I was greatly interested in it, so I have supposed you 
would be willing to receives some straws from this field. 
I cannot say, however, that any two of them grew where but 
one grew before, or that the system is capable of farther 
improvement. Yet this I think I may say, that our Anmeri- 
can character would be improved by a little cultivation in 
the direction indicated, as our pockets have been by the 
more material importations. 

The part of farming I spsak of, ig that almost indis- 
pensable part of every English cowntry-seat, called pre- 
serves, i. @., a part given up to the preservation of such 
game as pheasants, hares, rabbits, foxes, &c. These are 
protected by rigid laws and guarded by the unceasing vigi- 
lance night and day of game-keepers. 

The parts of a farm thus given up, or appropriated to 
the cultivation of the physical, rather than sordid, or 
mental are generally the poorest for tillage, and are suf- 
fered to grow up to heath and other low underbrush. This 
heath, by the by, is the same we propagate with so much 
care under glass, and was at the time I saw it, (January) 
$n full bloom. Its habits are much like the ferns, which 
are indigenous in many parts of ow country, particularly 
the mountain parts of New England. 

It grows very thick and close, and once having got 
possession, it impedes, very much, every other vegetable 
growth; and yet stumted white birch, blues beach, oak, 
chestnut, and the various kinds of resinous trees, make 
some headway among it. For the sake of this young timber, 
as well as to keep the field clear, this ground is cut over 
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about once in ten years. The young wood is sold for hoop- 
poles and the fire. 

The farm I visited was that of an esteemed friend, a 
very respectable business man in London, and is about thirty 
miles out on ons of the great railroad thoroughfares, It 
consists of about 1,200 acres; 700 of which are wnder till- 
age, and 500 in the stete I have spoken of. The custom of 
my friend is, to give five days in the week to his business 
in the City, and one (Saturday) to shooting. This is pener- 
ally with one, two or more of his neighbors, whose courtesy 
he shares in turn in the sams way on their respective es- 
tates. The shooting season for pheasants, lasts for three 
months from November to February. 

It was while enjoying the hospitality of my friend at 
his charming place in the country, that one of these Satur- 
days occurred. Two of his neighbors had been invited to 
shoot with him. One a retired officer of the arny, now a 
magistrate living about eight miles off, and the other the 
rector of the parish living two miles away. The day was 
such as most persons in England have at least heard of - 

i. e., slightly rainy; but as no one here thinks of stop- 
ping for rain, so I mist not be less bold than others; 

though not quite so well prepared as they. The deficiency 
in my wardrobe was in a preat measure made up by the kind 
attentions of my hostess, and though it rained all day, it 
was not such a rain as we get at home. I did not suffer 
much, and no one else seemed to know that it did rain at all. 

We were soon on the ground for to me this new kind of 
farming, and here I my be allonved to mention that all these 
grounds (preserves) are laid out into parallelograms of about 
200 rods wide by from 60 to 100 long. These are marked by 
Straight and narrow footpaths, cut through the underbrush, 
so that they not only direct the sportsmen in straight lines, 
enabling them to know when he has gone once over the ground, 
but also to enable the game-keepsr to stretch nets across 
the base of each plat, to prevent the birds from running into 
that at the foot, not intended to be gone over, and on the 
side next to that already done. Without this precaution many 
of the birds would escape, for they are much more inclined 
to run than to fly. At the point agreed upon for commencing 
operations, we found the game-keeper with his tro assistants, 
and two dogs, and 34 men and boys with log sticks, prepared 
to beat the bush for others to catch the birds, This was to 
me a new and literal illustration of the above familiar 
adage, for these men and boys are required to beat every 
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bush and shrub on the growd. 

So disinclined is the bird to rise in the face of danger, 
that it never does so, when by hiding or running it hes any 
chance to escape. This is shown by the fact that, notwith- 
standing this thorough manner of going over the ground, it 
frequently riges when the danger is passed and the sports- 
men only see and hear it far in the rear. 

The guns precede the beaters a few fest, and divide the 
plat between them as nearly as they can. The heath and under- 
brush is so thick, and the birds lie so close, that none can 
be seen until they rise, and to drive them up is the object 
of the beater. In some cases, if they could see them, thoy 
are near enough to strike them with their canes, before they 
will fly, and you pass them in this way, without seeing then. 
(Notwithstanding it is so difficult to find them when at rest 
in the day, yet when on their roosts at night, it is not very 
difficult to find them, even with lanterns, and hence the 
necessity of game-keepers' assistants). When they do rise 
it is with a low fluttering somd (sometimes with Boraroe) 
slowly and in nearly straight lines. They are, therefore, 
not a very difficult shot for practiced sportsmen. This 
was demonstrated by the result of the days sport when I was 
out. Of all the birds shot at, not more than one in ten es- 
caped, and only ons did so, which was supposed to have been 
wounded. 

The first time going over the ground both cocks and hens 
are shot indiscriminately, but after that, and so, when I 
was out, only the cocks were killed. They are easily dis- 
tinguished as they rise, by the long feathers in the tail, 
which the hens do not have, Thirty-six of these, Berhape., 
and half a dozen rabbits were killed. The rabbits were 
not part of the object of this day's sport, and were only 
shot when they were not in the presence of birds. 

The rabbit, hare, and fox hmting is a very different 
thing from that I have attempted to describe, and is always 
done with dogs; while here they were only used occasionally, 
to look up a wownded bird, which without them it would have 
been difficult to find. At all other times they were kept 
in tether. 

By what I have said you will notice that even this kind 
of shooting is a somewhet formidable affeir, though less so 
than what is called hunting. Here were in all 41 persons, 
and something like this number is supposed to be necessary 
to the sport. The ground gone over in the day was not more 
than 100 acres. The manner was to take parallel plats, al- 
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ways going back after getting through with one, and beginning 
the next from the same end, and driving in the same way, the 
assistants in the meantime changing the nets to the end and 
side of the new plat. In this way it takes about five reeks 
_ to go once over the preserves of my friend; and during the 
season this may be profitably done several times, and is al- 
ways done more than once. The shooting of any country gen- 
tleman, however, is not confined to his own acres, for, as 

I have intimated before, this is a social kind of farming, 
and where one day is spent in this way at home, two or three 
may be on neighboring estates. At all these gatherings the 
game-keeper is the master of ceremonies. He directs each 
man where to stand and what to do; the proprietors not less 
than others. Directs what plats shall be beaten, and in 
whet direction &c. ' 

Yhen the work laid out for the day is accomplished the 
company comes together on the field and lunch. This is more 
or less sumptuous for the guests, and substantial for the 
beaters, as the circumstances of the case, and the taste 
of the proprietor shall dictate. I can testify, however, 
that so far as I have noticed, it is extremely liberal. 

It is not uncommon for the guests, on occasions of this 
kind, to take a change of apparel, and when the work of the 
day is done, to mst their own and other ladies, as well as 
gentleman, at the house end spend an evening as pleasantly 
as they have the day. 

In the winter season these birds are fed with corn 
scattered along their walks. This, however, is not neces- 
sary to their sustenance, but to keep them in fine order 
and such was the case with all we took. Fat or lean, how- 
ever, it is a splendid - a noble bird, but one which the 
severity of our winters will never allow to becoms a part 
of our farm or forest stock. 

The numbers every year killed in England is bayond all 
computation: and yet, like our domestic fowl, it is not di- 
minished. The number of rabbits annually killed in England, 
is estimated at ten millions. My friend killed on his place 
alone, over four thousand last year, and yot it is said they 
are increasing; and not the tenant farmers only complain, 
but the landlord too. In no other way, perhaps, can they 
be extirpated or materially lessened in mumber, than by giv- 
ing up the hares with them, end clearing up the hedge rows 
which separate their fields, and make a most secure retreat 
for them. These hedges are generally planted on an earth 
embankment thrown up from a ditch at the side, and make not 
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only a light end dry, but among the thorn roots, a very safe 
borough for them. 

The proprietors cannot allow poaching even for this game 
which they do not valus, because poachers are not quite dis- 
_ ceriminating enough, or do not exercise their powers of this 

kind with a very strict regard to the landlord's interest. 
These rabbits are much like ours, and weigh about three 
pounds. They bring in the market from six to nine pence 
each. The hare is much more valuable and is propagated in 
warrens ag well as at large. These weigh from six to nino 
pounds, and are worth in the market about 1s. 6d. There 
is a hybrid between these two, which is in even less favor 
than the first. These are killed wherever they find then, 
and can do it. Tho rabbit and hares is one of the most prom 
inent objects in every meat and vegstable markat - either 
on the Continent or in England ~ nor is it scarcely less con- 
mon on the table both of rich and poor, so far as the poor 
have meat at all. 

I said that "my friend gave five days to his business 
in the city, and one to shooting" in the wesk. To leava 
this so, I should do him a great ren ah eas a farmer, for 
such he truly is, and I have rarsly if ever, visited a farm 
where the evidences of both skill and attention were more 
apparent, 

He bought the place some twelve years ago, then in a 
very dilapidated or neglected state. It is now quite the 
wonder of his neighbors, and the improvements being mada 
both in farm building and tillage, show clearly that a very 
succsssful business and healthful recreation are not incon- 
sistent with the most thorough economical and remunerativa 
farming - and both are, in this case, fine examples of what 
_ can be done by intelligent, persevering industry and econory. 
The wages paid are about half paid with us. To his bailiff 
my friend pays £60 tho year, and furnishes a tenement; to 
the ordinary laborers £25. without tenement. To his game- 
keoper £50. with perquisites, and to the assistants & 25 
without then. 

The dwelling house is one of those ample old stone Eng- 
lish mansions, which, if it was not built before the flood, 
was yet dons at To early a period that the memory of man 
runneth not to the contrary. It is immense, polished oaken 
beams, its thick walls, and substantial, convenient form, 
show that it is of no modern invention, and my friends have 
shown their good tastes and judgment in having retained all 
its original features, only brushing it up, and adding such 
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conveniences as modern civilization and improvement have made 
necessaries, ; 

The park in which it stands, is in keeping with the house - 
large, cultivated and graceful, with an abundance of both trees 
and water. And here, from tims imnemorial, has resided some 
“lord of the manor" to whom the whole neighborhood has looked 
for a kind of central influonce and protection, 

I attended church with this excellent family on the Sab- 
bath, and heard the rector preach, who shot with us on Satur- 
day. Jom sure he was not heterodox in any of the forms of 
an church, nor was his precenta@ in his loud and sonorous 

N€S. 

If the clergyman did not shoot quite as well from the 
desk as he did from the field, yet everybody seemad to be sat- 
Asfied, and I could but be, with at least a part of his service. 

The church itself is a very venerable structure of stone, 
which has almost defied the tocth of time. It is supposed to 
have been constructsd before the time of William the Conquer- 
or, and is known to have been a kind of rallying point for 
Cromwell and his roundheads. This of itself, with the pe- ° 
culiarity of its appearance and surroundings, interested ma 
very much, and is what time can never show in our variable 
climate. 

Now, my dear sir, I have talked a great deal longer than 
I intended, not only about this kind of farming, but about 
almost everything else, and I am aware it is (or they are) 
among the things to which you may say "distance cannot lend 
enchantment" - that it does not strictly comport with the 
motto of your instructive paper - but it is because we have 
no such thing, or things in our country that I have been in- 
terested here and so I have supposed others mignt be. If 
our American charactsr cannot be modified or properly cul- 
tivated in this particular way, it does not necessarily fol- 
low that it may not be in this general direction. For my- 
self, while I do not regret age (save its barrenness) I do 
every day have occasion to regret that a more youthful feel- 
ing had not kept along with increasing years; nor do I re- 
gret this more than perhaps my children do, though they 
never speak of it. Realizing that there is another and 
opposite extreme even more dangerous than this, I shall 
do what I can to guide them between the two, but who is 
sufficient for these things? 


Truly yours, 
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At Windsor we not only went through the Castle but out to and 
through Prince Albert home farm in the Park, through all his sta- 
bles, saw his cattle, horses, sheep, pigs &c. The weather here was 
Jike our October, neither frost nor snow while we were in England. 
On the 28th January we returned to Paris and remained there with 
little change until the 21st March when we left for Switzerland, 
stopping over one day at Fontaineblsau. We spent two days at 
Geneva and about a week at Lausanne where we went to Hotel Byron 
near the Castile of Chillon where we spent several weeks. I should 
have said before that Sartell left us in Paris, on the first this 
month (March) for Spain and Italy in company with Anthony M. Strong 
and son of this City. Packer, however, and young John Prentice, 
who reached Paris the day before we left thers were along. We had 
a very pleasant place and good comfortable house at "Hotel Byron" 
and remained there until the 10th of May. Packer left us at Hotel 
Byron ‘on the 27th April for the University at Heidelberg, and there 
we expect soon to go. 

While at this place I gave some attention to the cultivation 
of the vine which all about the lake is a very important branch 
of agriculture. I was very mich interested in it but found it 
somewhat difficult to get at statistics in relation to it prin- 
cipally from not understanding the language. I was egreatly in- 
terested too in the Old Castle of Chillon, which, if not other- 
wise, Byron has made celebrated. Some description of both these 
I gave in a letter to the Country Gentleman, while here, and now 
attach a copy hereto on the other side. 


Hotel Byron, Near Chillon, 
Canton de Vaud, Switzerland, 
May 9 2 1859. 


"Lake Leman lies by Chillon's walls; 

A thousand feet in depth below, 

Its massive waters meet and flow; 

Thus far the fathom-line was sent 
From Chillon's snowewhite battlement." 


My dear Mr. Tucker: 

It is no wonder that the inimitable genius of Byron was 
inspired to say inimitable things of the inimitable scenes 
which surrounded him here. These glorious old "mountains 
with their thousand years of snow" not seen in the distance, 
but apparently near, almost directly overhead; their won- 
derfully bold outlines and fantastic forms reflected in the 
dark shadows of the placid lake; the waters of the lake 


me of tuo sud 


fa 


© 


rv 


LIBSU 


~ete etd Iie dayotrtt 


e 


aw ete ~ernyaer ofriT 


os ayia ,qeete ,seatod « 
pL thw rots Bw teott perry # 


eit dysro sss daow ‘xno ae 


ttst off of mat enor 


»bralgad of eter ew 
ithe etodié bentenes bas altel oF beatstert ow me fel 
bral ree Lye 701 “Sal th nar total tals. edt eae 
ts eyed owt ¢nega eo .veshdentataot Js eb. ono Tevo 
nosy Latol of Fenn ew etodw ortiaaual Js. doer a tua ay 
wuods I . ow Iexevee tneqa ow etetiw agiitdd Yo soa 
ed ‘} no ,etted at ev #tef fares tadt etoted & 
ru “tt 1 yoaqmoo al vast bas nieqe 02 (de 
fol envoy Soe ,.toverod ,teuped .WshO etdt ‘to nos 
| roofs eter e tel ow etoted yeh odt shied. bedasom. ot 
JoH" $a saved eldattoitaos Soom Gra evsla seoasela © 
; gy Tisl vei to dfOL emt, Iitow nth a 
dlebial texrevind edd SOI [fs mA mM vs pi not c 
. .03 Of coos foeqx 
1 Vv ; * s amos evag I soria eld? Fae Oe 
et ; ‘ t otal edt duods Ile doldw enty 
t bear an: “otat doum Yrey eaw 1 . envy insiegs @ 
‘ t eoteattase Fa Fe— ot tiwolTZ 4») te $ 
i. [ ait 9 ychbest ero! mo tor nott yf Le 
~"r60 .nofttdd lo efseed BLO edd nk ood Beten 
meds | qgitoaeb ence “bod erdeleo obsa ead m6 fen 
1 bre ,.e : ~cameltne: Soma add of *ettel « at. orn 
.ebte sodto eff mo ofeted yqoo a do 
[{kdo ae2ef .ootya Lefok rg 
(testiwe ,baeV¥ ob notnsd rh m4 
CeSL .o yall aa 7 
-olflow a'taol{tdo yd eetl aswel etal’ 
a: ted d3qeb nt teet basevors A i fa 
ywolt hae deem etotaw eviegem efT “ e 
daes sew ent{[-modist edd te? eici? es ee 
" tnemeltiad etide-vons o ‘nel tino mott : ser a 
rueolos? J ta0b YM 
anew ootya to exkneg eldatiatat of? tad} tofinow on et aan Se 
soneca sldatiotnt edt to syakdt? eldatinint bree ot betke 
untetivoa" bio sudtiel{g esedT . Yea bahitvo Tar 2 dotdn 
,constelb eft at agen jon “worn Yo siaey tons: ni 


“tow tla? 


-™ 


:baedzevo vitoetth tect 
edt al parol ier esto? olfnatast baa 
etal ed? to aa wets: 


Poort 
ep rad 


4 


Por bre 


92 


themselves so clear as scarcely to obstruct the view; the 
genial atmosphere and charming foliage; the high culture, 
the embellishment, the dense population of its shore; the 
vine-covered terraces which occupy all the lower acclivities 
of the mountains; the pastures above these so steep that 
they seem almost to stand on edge; and to carry the con- 
viction that no animal can either reach or stand upon them; 
the herdsmen's huts on these pastures at an altitude of from 
3,000 to 5,000 feet, and at which we scarcely dare to look - 
many of them being at an angle of vision, ssemingly little 
if any less than 45 degrees, and over ali and everywhere, 
the everlasting snow. These form a combination nowhere else 
to be seen, perhaps, and will be a source of admiration while 
"the everlasting hills endure, end the eye is not tired of 
sseing." This, too, is all classical ground, and with many 
of these old castles and places, my earliest associations 
are vividly connected. With what lively imagination did I, 
when younger than now, read Byron's "Prisoner of Chillon" 
and with what interest walk around the pillars one by one 
"remaining where his (my) walk begum" and on Sunday worship 
with a protestant congregaticn in its old wnchanged chapel 
of a thousand years. 

That this is not all poetry is proved by the fact that 
every aveileble fcot of this ground is taken up, either for 
some kind of tillege, for village or farm buildings, or the 
more tasteful residences of the thousand foreigners or 
wealthy natives, who indulge a cultivated taste and secure 
the comforts of a quiet home where both the grand and beauti- 
ful of nature's psrfect works are brought together. 

In this way all the shcres of the lake are occupied where 
the mountain does not rise directly out of it, nor are they 
very particuler, even, about this. Many of the villages hang 
directly on the side of the mountain, and whether large or 
small, are extremely compact, built on very narrow and crook- 
ed, but always paved streets - through many of them no car-~ 
riage ever passes, and some are only stairs; they have no 
suburbs, but when you have reached the first houss, you are 
but 15 to 30 feet from the next, and so mtil the last. Their 
villages of from 100 to 5000, occupy scarcely more space than 
some single dwelling and greunds in ours, and differ in this 
respect only in external dirensions from each other, except 
occasionally one has a terrace or small public square. The 
economy of the inhabitants in saving manure is particularly 
observable here; nor to the eye only is this so. Farm build- 
ings are frequently even more picturesquely sitwated than these, 
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being higher up the mountain, and without any appsrent access 
or safety. And so, too, the waters of the lake ere frequently 
encroached upan, and many expensive buildings are erected on 
the ground redsemed and terraced up from its stesp shore. 
These are generally what are called "pansion" or boarding 
houses, and they are found all rownd the lake; nor occupy- 
ing such position only, but likes that of the hotel where this 
is dated, higher and more eligible positions, with ample and 
cultivated grounds, 

Here all find abwmdant business during the summer months, 
ordinarily. 

The expense of living here, independent of the value of 
the soil, is small compared with that in England, or even the 
larger towns of France. This is principelly so, however, be- 
cause of the more simple habits of the people, and greater 
exemption from the demands of society. 

Nothing has surprised me more than the enormous - the 
even fabulous - price of land, whether arable or mowtsin, 
villa locations or terraces. A sale a few days ago of ter- 
raced vineyards, brought three-fourths of a franc the square 
foot, French measure; this is less than 13 inches of ours, 
or at the rate of more than $6,000 the ecre! The railroad 
being constructed from this place to Leusanne, about 14 
miles, has paid at the rate of $5,000 the acre, independent 
of incidental damages, for all the land taken. I am told 
no good terraced land can be had for less than from $4,000 
to $7,000 the acre, and that no one man in all Switzerland 
perhaps ovms more than 10 or 15 acres of such, though the 
mumber of these acres is equal to one per cent of the en- 
tire territory. These terraces are ali walled up on the 
lower side with stone and lime, from 5 to 15 feet high, and 
are gonerally from 10 to 50 feet wide. Mamy of these when 
so walled up, still incline at least 22-1/2 derrees, and 
the more so the bstter, other things being equal,it is said, 
and so in the market, the steeper the terrace the steeper 
the price. They are ascended from one to the other by stom 
steps, and up these the manure and everything else is car- 
ried in baskets. They ascend from the shore of the lake, 
generally from 500 to 600 feet up the mountain, and are al- 
ways chosen with a southern exposure. The soil is a grav- 
elly lcam, composed of the debris of the incumbent mountains, 

The vines ars kept low after the French manner, and 
trained to stakes about 4 fest high. Sons of them are & 
or 100 years old though generally they prefer to renew then 

-as often as once in 40 years. 
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. It is estimated that 30 days' labor is the required av- 
erage for every acre of vines; this costs 1 1/2 francs a 
day where the laborer is found, or 3 francs where ha is not 
so. Nearly as many womsn as men are seen in the fisld, and 
_ they receive about half the wages of men. The number of per- 

sons so employed, even about the lake, is estimated to be 
not less than 30,000. The product is from 600 to 750 gale 
lons per acre. This is worth from 1 to 1 1/2 francs when 
new; the second year, when racked twice, from 2 to 3 francs 
the gallon; and after a few years the consumer pays at 
least this maximm a bottle of little more than half a pint. 
It. is of two kinds, red and white. Very little of this is 
exported, but is the generally used beverage of the coum- 
try, though not exclusively so, for both French and German 
wines are imported to som extent. 

Other lands, though less valuable than these prepared 
and stocked vineyerds are still very high, and have increased 
in price very mich in the last four years; even these moun=- 
tain pastures of which I have spoken, and which can be occu~ 
pied for only about three months in the year, bring from 500 
to 1,500 frencs the acre; while arable land is worth from 
two to ten times this maximum here about the leke. 

Cattle ere taken on to these pastures by very long, 
circuitous and steep paths, and are kept there while the sea- 
son lests - say about three months - the herdsmen remaining 
with them, only coming down at log intervals for the neces- 
sary supplies, the ccws themselves furnishing tho most of 
it. Their milk is made into cheese in these huts of the 
herdsmen. 

It will be asked how these Jands can be made to pay in- 
terest at such prices, and "echo will answer how" with our 
notions of interest. In this comtry, investments, (if not 
made for taste in land) are made for security, not profit; 
and the holder is pretty well satisfied with 2 1/2 per cent. 

Apricultural products except the cereals, are all high. 
The prices of flour and grein are governed by those prevail- 
ing in France and Germany, from whence a considerable portion 
of that consumed is importad, as Switzerland does not produce 
all its bread stuffs. The hay is worth about $20. the ton, 
and wood from $10. to $15. the cord. Cattle and horses are 
about the same as with us. . 

Of the whole of Switzerland, about 20 per cent is given 
to such mountain pastures as I have spoken of, 20 per cent 
to natural prairies, 17 per cent to wood, 1 per cent to 
vines, and 11 per cent to arable, andthe balance, 31 per 
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cent, is water and wproductive mountain. 

To pay for her small importations, Switzerland exports 
watches, jewelry, cattle, cheese, silk, lumber and wooden 
toys. 

The wealth of Switzerland consists, next to the frugal 
and industrious habits of the people, and their civil and re- 
ligious institutions - in the 31 per cent of wproductive 
mountain and water referred to in the first part of this let- 
ter. The physical endurance of the laborers in these vine- 
yards whether males or females, is wonderful. They commence 
work, in the summer, at 3 o'clock and continue it till 7 
o'clock at night, nor do they seem to suffer from the long 
continued application, as we have abundant evidence in our 
orn streets. Their application is with moderation however. 

-' They "hasten slowly." 

Their manner of working the vineyards is not with the 
spade as with us, but with a two-pronged mattock, like our 
pick, only with the two teeth on one side and about 6 inch- 
es apart, and 12 to 15 inches long; the other side has a 
head, with which they drive the stakes into the groumd. 

The stakes are all taken up in the fall, and put out again 
in the spring. 

The mean temperature here is about 51 degrees Fah. 
ranging from a few degrees above zero to & degrees. They 
sometimes have snow but never to remain long on this level. 

Foliage at this time is not mich further advanced than 

with us, though it has been mich longer advancing. The in- 
flux of strangers has hardly yet commenced for the summer; 
nor does it now appear as if these sounding avalanches 
would have their usual attraction for ths coming season, as 
all the territory is inconveniently approximate to the less 
peaceful sound, and more exciting ecenes of war. 


4 Q. 


On the 10th of May we left our Hotel for Heidelterg, spend- 
ing several days as we intended to do, at Geneva, at Lucerns, at 
Zurich and at Strasbourg. At each of these places as wel] as at 
Basle, where we spent some hours and where we first saw the Khine, 
we were very much interested. At each of them we saw everything 
of genoral interest and at each could be very well content to 
live if circumstances made it necessary. 

At Lucerne Luther Tucker joined us and after tyvo or three 
days he with John left here for Lake Thun and the mountains. At 
Heidelberg where we arrived on the 28th Nay we found ourselves 
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as pleasantly situated as travelers ever do probably. Our hotel 
was a very good one the "Adler" and we were quite independent in 
our own nice apartments. The boys we felt were well situated in 
the University. Sartell returned from Italy 13 Jume, and every- 
thing done that could be for the girls. Their governess was with 
them and they had an excellent music teacher. There were sevaral 
American familiss here, and quite a number of American students. 
Indesd we had quite an American society and this in one of the 
most charming places, so far as surroundings are concerned, in 
the world. So numerous ars Americans here, though attracted by 
no commercial or purely pleasure seeking objects, that on. the 

4th July, while we were there, some sixty or eighty of them got 
together and had a real celebration of the day. For some account 
of this as well as other things thers, in which we were interest- 
ed, I havs attached another letter written to the Country Gentle- 
man'on that day - sea the other side of this sheet. 


Heidelberg, July 4 1859, 
Dear Editors: 

The date of this suggests the propriety of my first 
saying a word of the manner in which it is noticed by 4mer- 
icans hers, for here, as everyvhers, there are Americans, 
and with them here, 2s everywhere abroad, distance sesms 
only to have lent enchantment to their own (may I be par- 
doned for saying "peculiar institutions"). 

As is usual at home, go hers the celebration began 
last night, not by young America's firing squibs and 
crackers, in the strests, but by a little older, though 
not less zealous Amerka's firing cannon and other guns 
from the deck of a steamer on the river. Nothing could 
have sounded more American, we can say, than this, on the 
eve of our natal day. It was so universal too, in this 
orderly place, that though it was at the close of a quist 
protestant sabbath; fa the observance of which our coun- 
trymen ars rather distinguished than otherwise; we could 
not doubt it was by Americans. 

Viho else would mike such a rumpus at such a time, and 
in such a placa, certainly not the Germans? This is not 
the way they do things. 

They are very patriotic, but there is no spontaneous 
out-burst of it with them as with us. They shout by com- 
mand, and so do they firs too. In this case the whole city 
was astir, to ascertain what the mtter was, whether really 
the seat of war had not been removed, and the extraordinary 
armament of the last few months was being brought into use. 
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With others we soon learned, as we had suspected, that these 
were only American sounds, and proceeded from the subjects 
of our republican government. The captain of the little 
steamer, plying on the river, is himself an Amsrican, and 
with a few friends had assembled to let off this surcharge 
of pent up sentiment. 

Today the Americans, some sixty or eighty in number, 
are to go up the river on this boat to Neckar Stsinach, ten 
or twelve miles, whers, with invited guests, they are to 
have a dinner, and the usual concomitants of a fourth of 
July dinner. I trust they will be able to give a good 
account of themselves, and that you will be willing to re- 
port it in due tims. 

In writing you a few days ago, I spoke of fences, cat- 
tle, roads &c., and expressed my regret that the customs 
in relation to these, were all suffered to remain European 
peculiarities. 

Where land is as cheap as it is with us, and mich of 
it unsuited to tillage, it is undoubtedly a dictate of econ- 
omy in many cases, to pasture it. But the economy or jus- 
tice of requiring every man either to pasture his neizh- 
bors! cattle, or slse to restrain them, I do not so well 
understand; nor do I any better, that of requiring him to 
maintain a fence on each side of that strip of his farm in 
which the public has a right of way, or, as the case may be, 
his side of it. This can only be necsssary to prevent cat- 
tle destroying the crops on one side of the fence, while 
with no more right they are allowed to take it on the other; 

or that they shall not, both spring and fall porch up his 
garden and private grounds, while they destroy the banks, 
ditches and water-courses of that in which the public have 
a joint interest with hin. 

But, Messrs. Editors, it sesms to me the sconomy and 
justice of these requirements, is as easy to be understood 
as their policy. These everlasting fences are not only an 
enormous expense to our country but they are also a very 
great deformity, as well as inconvenience. Nor is that all. 
A large amount of land is absolutely lost to tillage by 
them, and thus they lead to a slovenly kind of tillage. The 
side and corners of these fences is generally a nursery of 
noxious weeds and plants, and serves to seed the rest of the 
farm, as well as to kill off the courage of the omer. 

We boast that ours is a frees comtry; that ow laws 
are equitable and just, and this we have a right to do, I 
verily believe; compared with any other people upon the 
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face of the globs; but do we realizes how nearly the extremes 
nest in relation to the matters spoken of, as they do every- 
where else, 

Liberty and oppression are really but next door neighbore, 
and like other near neighbors they sometimes mix up in an m- 
accountable way. 

Today the people of Europs are oppressed, that the nations 
miy be free, For liberty, the owmers of the soil are taken 
from their farms and slaughtsred by the thousand; while their 
wives, mothers and daughters sustain the army and serve "the 
king himself by the field." 

The roads, ths cars, the towns, are filled with soldiers; 
end the meadows, the threshing floors, and the markets with 
wonen. 

In a journey of a few hundred miles last week, through 
Baden, Wurtemburg and Bavaria, I had the curiosity to con~ 
pare the relative numbers of men and women in the fisld, and 
found it to be nearly three of the last to one of tho first. 
Counting those in sight of the road, as we passed, we in one 
case made eighty-one women to twenty-one men (81 to 21); in 
another eighty-six to thirty-two (8 to 32); and in another 
one hundred to forty-six (100 to 46). 

These women were doing every part of farm work, that 
anybody does, such as plowing, digging, sowing, reaping, mow- 
ing, pitching, driving &c. The men in the army, great as the 
number is, will not accowmt for this disproportion alone, but 
when to these are added thoss engaged on the public works, and 
in private shops, I think we have an explanstion. 

Very few children are seen in the fields, although their 
mothers are there. 

By law, both in Switzerland and Germany, parents are sub- 

jected to a fine, or fine and imprisonment, if their children, 
able to attend, are not kept in school up to the age of 16, 
and from 14 years, nine and a half months in the year. These 
schools are nearly free, the parent being required to pay a 
mre nominal sum for each child. 

Nowhere in our comtry have I seen so general an attend- 
ance at the public schools, or so few idle children in the 
streets. When we do sea them in the streets, or about their 
doors, it is almost invariably with their books in hand. 

They are very quiet and respectful too, and mke their obei- — 
gance to every passer by older than themselves. It is a charm~ 
ing custom, and one in which I think, they compare to great 
advantage with our young America. The different training how- 
ever or something else, produces a difference of appearance, 
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which, apart from the manner, is decidedly in favor of young 
America. There is an intelligence, my I say, a precocity of 
appearance, in our children, which is seldom seen here. Here 
there are children, while it is said "there are none with us." 
This custom of gencral salutations which I have spoken 
of in connection with the children, is by no means confined to 
them. Their parents, too, are well bred in this respect and 
the "good morning" or "good evening" with the raised hat, by 
those we meet in the street, and to whom we have never been 
introduced, is certainly a very unexpensive but grateful 
civility. I should be glad too if these were not peculiari- 
ties of the Continent. England, if possible, is more reserved 
even than we are in such matters, but England is more distin- 
guished for other things than civility, I have heard it said. 


V. Q. 


I have before said that Sartell left us in Paris for Spain 
and Italy on the first of March. He joined us egain here on the 
13th June. On the 10th June Packer and I went to lunich where ve 
spent two or three days, and where I bought the painting of the 
old man asleep &c. From there we went to Augsburg and Stutigart. 
At both places we spent some time sesing the things of particular 
interest to travelers. These at Augsburg ere principally the re- 
miins of a former age and at Stuttgart the life of the present 
one. Here we went through the Fark, the King's Stables éc. Fron 
Stuttgart we rode to Hohenheim, six miles, and spent somo time at 
the Agricultural School there. Luther Tucker had joined us agein 
at Ifunich and was now in our company. He left us for Cologne and 
England the 17th. Cn the 15th, we returned again to Heidelberg 
and found Sartell there, as has been before said. 

On the 6th July, with Mrs. Frentice and Sartell I went to 
Baden Baden where we remained two or three days and then went via 
Basle to Schaffhausen where we spent Sunday the 10th. On itonday 
we went to Iunich via Lake Constance; at Constance we remained 
long enough to visit tho Cowmcil House and room where John Huss 
was tried and condemned and had the locality pointed out to us 
where he was burned. At htnich we went over the ground, Packer 
and I had seen about a month before and added to this a visit to 
the Felace and Parks at Nymwphenburg, about three miles out. The 
garden and grounds here are magnificent, but I was too unweli at 
the time to enjoy them. While Sartell and his mother were aray 
with the guide, I lay ona bench near one of the fountains and 
waited for them. 
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Ve returned to Heidelberg on the 14th June and remained there 
with little further change until the 26th July when we all left for 
Paris, via Vayence, the Rhine, Bonn and Cologne. On the way to 
Yayence wo passed Mannheim and Worms. They both looked, and the 
last particularly, sounded inviting to our ears, but we made no 
stop. Our ride down the Rhine was as delightful as a fine day, 
good boat, novelty of scene and company, easy imagination, and 
present visicn could make it. None of us, I think, will forget 
that day while we live, Here the living and the dead government 
and anarchy, the grand and beautiful were brought close together. 
Most of the 27th we spent in Bonn and toward night went down to 
Cologne. It was now in the midst of their wheat harvest and such 
harvest scenery I have never witnessed before. Indeed I do not 
believe they can be witnessed anywhere off the Rhine. Here with- 
out any division fences and with few country houses, there was 
almost a continuous field from one city to the other. The grain 
was already about half of it cut and the remainder was being cut, 
while that which was down was in all stages of security, in the 
gavel, in sheafs, in stoups, and in stock, and the whole field, 
as far as tho eyes could reach, was animated with moving men, 
wonen, horses and carts. 

We spent the 28th at sight-seeing in Cologne, and early on 
the morning of the 29th Sartell, John and I left for Amsterdam 
and other ports of Holland, cauaostng the rest of the family with 
Pecker to leave soon after for Paris direct. From Cologne to Dus- 
_selford it was little else than a repetition of the scenery fron 
Bonn to Cologne, but after we left Dusssldorf the land gradually 
grew poor and, as we approached Amsterdam, it was either barren, 
dry and sandy, or nearer still, boggy and wet, but just as bar- 
ren. The 30th wa spent at and about Amsterdam, going out to 
Ereek, and to Hasrlom in evening. 

At Amsterdam we saw the Palace, the Exchange, the galleries, 
the docks, canals, business, the town and country about, the wind- 
mills, over to Saardam &c. On the way to Brosk we saw a romark- 
able dairy, and at Broek, a remarkable village. At Haarlem we saw 
and crossed a part of the drained soke, sav the enormous draining 
engines, pumps &c., saw and heard the great organ. From Haarlen 
we went to The Hagus, where after seeing our Minister, Mr. Murphy, 
we saw the gallery, Paul Potter's Bull and other fine things, the 
old and new palaces. The Chamber or States General, drove through 
the wooded park some miles, saw the Queen Palace there, and after 
dinner drove out to the seasids, about three miles, through a mag- 
nificent avenue of large old trees. Here we found every usual 
appliance of a fashionable watering place, several bathing estab- 
lishments, hotels and cafes. Here too is a summer pavilion of 
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the Queen. 

From The Hague we went to Antwerp via Rotterdam, Pogsiny,. 
Delft and Dort, all places of interest to calvinistic business 
Americans. At Rotterdam we had several hours which we pave ‘to a 
general view of the place, its docks, canals, business, parks, etc. 
No place we have seen had more the appearance of business than 
this, nor do we here, or anywhere in Holland see those fat and 
sleek burghers which we had expected to find, but the business men 
here are like the business men in New York and elsewhere, sanguine, 
nervous, light and active. 

- In all these Dutch towns we were greatly interested in simply 
walking through them. The novel combination of land and water, 
streets, canals, bridges, trees, ships, storehouses, promenades, 
is what we had never seen before. It is a kind of amphibian coum- 
try, though, and at this season of the year, the water everywhore 
was covered with a yellow slime, and in my then state of health I 
could but feel some apprehension of the effect of its miasma. 

I did what I could to guard against it, short of not seeing 
and breathing it. Itch of the time when the boys were out, I re- 
mained in my room at home to rest. 

At Antwerp we met John Knower of Albany, when we went down 
to breakfast, and again afterward in the cathedral. - Here we went 
through all the churches and saw again Rubens! celebrated pictures, 
These I had felt a strong desire to see, ever since I had seen them 
twenty years ago. I now think, as I did then, that nothing of his 
which I have seen at all compares with these. I bought a few pic- 
tures here, and had them sent to Paris. We went to Brussels in the 
afternoon, and remained there most of the next day, seeing every- 
thing of particular interest. We then left for Paris, and got in 
about 11 o'clock in the evening of the Ath August. No trip that 
I have ever made in Europe has interested me more than this very 
hurried one through a little part of Holland. Everything is so 
unlike that seen otherwhere, and yet everything so neat and con- 
fortable that a traveler cannot fail to enjoy it, while at the 
same time he will be intensely interested. The results produced 
in Holland by persevering economy without the ordinary stimulants, 
the wealth secured without either of its sources in any perfection, 
and in the entire absence of at least one, must be seen as well as 
read and heard of, to be understood. 

Qn returning to Paris, our purpose was to spend about bao 
weeks there in finishing up what we wished to do and ses before 
the 16th, and thon to mke a short trip through England, Scotland 
and Treland, and to taka tho steamer Fulton at Southampton for 
New York on the 22nd Septenber. Our rooms had been engaged and 
paid for since midsummer, Everything progressed favorably, and 
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our programme was nearly completed when I was taken sick on the Ith. 

The 14th was the Sabbath, and though the Sabbath of the Lord, 
was not a Sabbath in Paris. With much hesitation and great misgiv- 
ing, both on tho part of my wife and myself, we had probably choat- 
ed our consciences into an acquiescence in the very natural dosire 
of our children and others to see the triumphal entry into Paris 
of the French Army just returned from the war with Austria. Here 
were about a hundred thousand troops, and like all other French 
fetes it was to take place on Sunday. It was to be such a display 
as is not often seen, even in warlike Europs, and never in om coun- 
try, as we were only two years ago simple enough to believe. We 
hired a window, small room and balcony, on the Boulevard, paying 
200 francs, and did sea the pageant, Sunday though it was. It was 
certainly a very imposing spectacle, and only for the fact that we 
did not sea it in time belonging to us, I should have felt the time 
and money were well spsnt. 

On our return to the house at the closa of the show and when 
near the intersection of the Rue de la Paix with the Boulevard, I 
was taken with a kind of chill and fainting sensation, so peculiar 
that I could not doubt it was the harbinger of more serious unde- 
veloped difficulty. I did not intend to be superstitious about it, 
nor was the premonition so demonstrative as to be noticed by others 
in the carriage with me, and yet it was so decided that I could not 
think rightly of it. Several times before I had been taken sick in 
much the same way, but never when I had so little general health 
and vigor to resist disease. For several months before this my 
health had been such as to leave an open door for the admission of 
malarious or other disease -- such too as would probably have yield- 
ed to nothing else than acute disease. On returning to our roons 
I went immediately to bed, and though I got very little rest, yet 
I was about part of the following day, nor were our preparations for 
finally leaving Paris the next day entirely suspended until night. 

This 15th was the anniversary of the Emperor's birthday, and 
taken in connection with his recent triumphant return from Italy, 
was nom to be celebrated with unusual pomp and magnificence. 

All owr late plans had been made with more or less reference 
to this much talked of fete and now I was unwilling it should be 
lost to any of the family because I could not be with them. I 
therefore insisted that they should all see what they could of 
the pageant, both in the day and evening. Instead ol going off 
the next morning, however, as we had expected, to London, it was 
thon very clear we had no altsrnative but to give it up for the 
prasent and to send for a physician, Whom to send for, however y 
was now the question, We had no medical acquaintances in Paris, 
excapt that of a fellow passenger with us on the ship in going 
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out the fall before, This was a Dr. C. D. Seropyan, whom we had 
occasionally mst since then in the city. He was a native Armenian 
from Constantinople, but educated, both classic and professionally 
in our country. He was now for the second time, attending medical 
lectures in the college in Paris, was a man of thirty or thirty- 
five years of ags, of some professional practice, and respectable 
general attainments - a member of Dr. Bacon's church in New Haven. 
He was first called, and for several days attended alone, but on 
the 25th(?) the family became more alarmed and called in Dr. Broca, 
a French physician of considerable distinction, to consult with 
Dr. Seropyan. On the 22d these gentlemen asked for still other 
counsel, and by the advice of the family they called Dr. Vigela, 
another eminent French physician, After a thorough examination, 
on the evening of that day, they called Packer and John (my 
nephew) out and told them the case was a very complicated and 
doubtful one; that if there was anything for me to do no time 
should be lost. At that time I had fallen into a comatose state 
indicating a cerebral affection. I could be roused without much 
difficulty, I am told, but could not be kept awake. I remember 
Packer's telling me what tho doctors said, of his being mich af- 
fected when he did so, of his asking if I had anything in partic- 
ular to say or directions to give, in view of the circumstances. 

I remember, today, as I haves remembered every day since that one, 
the strong desire I felt to tell him what I thought, and to ad- 
vise the family in relation to particular anticipated contingencies. 
I remember the sad disappointment I felt when I found I could 
only be very imperfectly understood, and the necessary conclusion 
to which I came; that if their apprehsnsions were to be realized, 
then I mst leave forever wmsaid the things I so much wished to — 
say. In relation to the great mtters of eternity, in which I 
alone was interested, I felt no such difficulty. I knew an om- 
niscient God could "tmderstand the words I meant to speak." I 
believed he did hear my feebie cry. 

My own impressions were that I should get well, and it was 
only when I reasoned from evidence without rather than within 
that I came to any contrary conclusion. I knew the physicians 
were there, and that they made examinations and performed some 
delicate and painful operations, and yet, except for a moment at 
a time, I slept while they did so. I reasoned enough to know the 
synptoms were all against me, that even this lethargy which I 
felt was drinking up my spirit, was ominous of evil. I made a 
desperate effort to shake it off, but it seemed easier to shake 
off the mortal coil. Ths shadows were deepening about m, and 
yet for a moment at a tima I could reason, and am now surprised 
that I did so, and so clearly as I am sure I-did. My mind in- 
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stantly recurred to the samo things, and always did I try to com- 
mend my spirit to that Saviour who at times I felt was near, while 
- at other tines it would be dark about me. On the 23rd the physi- 
ciarB told the boys, in the evening, it was very dovbtful whether 
I should go through the night. Again Packer told me what they 
said, and again I tried to tell him what I wished to have done, 
But, as before, I was pained to find I could not be understood, 
and he asked me to cease the effort. I distinctly remember the 
impression, as well as the sense of exhaustion, but at this time 
it was but a momentary gleam. The importance of all these con- 
sicerations, together, was not sufficient to resist the leaden 
sleep which locked up my senses. This lethargic state continued 
with but little change for several days, the physicians saving at 
night it was very questicnable whether I should live wmtil mom- 
ing, and in the morning inquiring if I did still live. By de- 
grees, however, the torpor wore off, and was succeeded by a more 
wakeful but a greatly more prostrated state. The physicians took 
courage though, and now said they thought stimulants might save 
m, as they seemed to suppose they had done so far. From the very 
first council in my case I had been literelly stuffed with quinine 
in one form or another, and under one disguise and another. With 
pulse so high they could not be counted, and with a surface parched 
and burning, I was still required to take the bitter draught overy 
half hour, whether I would or no; and this too, when my head 
seemed near to bursting, and when my convictions were strone that 
these French physicians by such a course would soon leave little 
for tho disease to do. I had no power to resist, nor even to 
tell them of these distressing sensations, and verily believed I 
was a victim to their inability and to a new practice. My convic- 
tion now is that under God, nothing elss than this, togethor with 
an excessive, and not less revolting dose of very strong baat soup, 
saved me from dissolution. I have before had some experience with 
typhus fever, have twice been desperately sick with it myself, and 
have observed the treatment in various other cases, but never have 
I known the same course of treatment adopted, and never a subject 
raised in a case like that of my own, so far as I now understand 
it, The change from torpor to greater prostration was apparently 
influenced by a very copious hemorrhage of the bowels, at that, 
time, though it did not decidecly alter the diagnosis of tho dis- 
ease, the fever howover became less and the sense of sinkiny and 
exhaustion more oppressive. On the 30th I was thought to be so 
mich better that John ventured to go to London to attend lanpaon's 
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sale (1) as he had heretofore expected to do. 

From the lst to the 6th of September it was thought I was 
failing all the time. The food increased, the strength dimin- 
ished and I was subject to frequent and distressing sinking turns 
which seemed to bring me near the end. The family became more 
aisrmed and on the 6th telegraphed John to come back. On the 7th 
when he reached Paris I was again more comfortable. This state 
continued with only alternating hopes and fears wmtil the morning 
the 1&th September when at 4-1/2 o'clock I was suddenly and vio- 
lently attacked with congestion of the limgs which seemed to 
threaten immediate dissolution. Packer was sitting up with me 
at the time. He immediately but with great prudence alarmed the 
family and messengers were sent off in different directions for 
physicians. The first one who got there was not one we had had 
before. He did nothing and left us. The second one was Seropyan. 
He went vigorously to work to get up a counter action and almost 
literally rolled me up in strong mstard. While he was working 
Doctor Peori, for whom John had gone came in. When Seropyan 
first came I was greatly distressed for breath. ly extremities 
were very cold and there was no pulse discoverable at the wrist 
and only a flutter at the heart. After an hour or two the blood 
began to return to the circulation and in the course of the morn- 
ing I again became quite comfortable. 

Up to the time John went to London the three boys had taken 
turns in sitting up with me at night, having always one, Packer 
or Sartell, in an adjoining room to be called whenever circun- 
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1. Mr. Racker Prentice says in a letter of March 30, 1910 to 
E.P.P.= | 
Mr. Lampson was an old friend of the family, and like 

your grandfather and unele had bsen largely engaged in the 
seal business. I think their recommendation aided him to 
the appointment as agent of the Hudson Bay Company, and in 
all the furry world the annual sale of seal skins, under Mr. 
Lampson's direction for the Hudson Bay Company was an event 
well known. Mr. Lampson was afterwards Sir Cyrus M. lampson, 
and he visited at my uncle John's when he came to America, 
and both my uncle and father and your father also were at 
Mr. Lampson's house in the country in England. He was hr. 
Peabody's best known friend, and his title was passed to him 
fron bir. Peabody who had declined it, recommending Ir. Lamp- 
son; both engaged in the Atlantic Telegraph development. 
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stances required it and this was more or less frequently every 
night. After John went the two boys alternated but both being up 
a part of every night, while Philena did what she could to relieve 
both in the day. One of them, however, had always to be present 
with the French physicians to take the directions. This was work. 
ing very hard on them all, and was beginning evidently to tell 
‘foarfully on their healths. After sitting up with me at night 
Sartell] took his bed on the morning of the 16th September not 

only with the quinsy fixed upon him, but with every appearance 

of a settled fever. This involved the necessity of a hired murse, 
which up to this time both boys, had strenuously resisted; on 
“the 17th it was quite clear Sartell was in for the typhus fever 
and apparently not in a very modified forn, 

It is sufficient now to say, he did have a severe run of tho 
typhus fever and some of the time he was very sick, so as to caune 
very serious apprehension. He was confined until the 5th November, 
when with great caution he was moved uder his mother's care fron 
No. 6 Pus Balzac down to the Hotel. Jessie was taken sick appsr- 
ently with the same disease on the 19th September but she got out, 
again after a very few days. Packer gave up on the 22nd September 
and he too had a severe run'of the same fever, wags confined until 
the 2lst November when we first rode out but both he and Sartel] 
remained under the Doctor's care until the latter part of Decem- 
ber. Yihen the boys both gave up, the entire charge was left on 
Philena already mich worn down and on John; our anxiety was now 
much centered on them, particularly Philena lest she too should 
be sick. We had already secured two good professional nurses who 
took the care at night, of both the boys and myself. 

Bertha came down the day after Packer gave up, and for a fow 
days she too, was very sick, This made five in our family dom 
with the same fever at the same time. Jessie had it the lightest 
and perhaps hers may not be called the same fever thougl: the Doc- 
tor thought it to bea so at the time. 

As soon as the children were sufficiently recovered they 
were, by the advice of the physicians sent out of the house and 
to a boarding school and after removing Sartell, Packer was re- 
moved to the Louvre the 25th and on the 26th November I went down 
to stay, it being thought desirable to make an entire change. Be- 
fore I went dowm however Philena who had remained at the Louvre 
ever since she first went down with Sartell. or ths 5th November, 
was taken sick there. She had before becomes very much prostratad 
by long continued anxiety and care, as well as unusual physical of- 
fort and it was more to guard against being sick in her case, than 
anything else that the physicians had avised she should make the 
Change she did, When she went to the Louvre with Sartell, my sis- 
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ter Candace, who had coms out, on the 27th October with my brother 
John and his daughter, remained with Packer and myself at Rus Bal- 
zac. One nurse went with them and one remained with us. In my 
case, the congestion of the lungs on the 19th September seemed to 
have been the turning point. ’ 

Although there were critical pericds after this and some very 
discouraging features yet there was no long continued pull back, 
and on the 13th November I rode out for a few rods for the first. 
The boys were both sick for a long time. They ali no doubt took 
the disease from me after being worn dowm with long continued 
watching and confinement. The children had frequently been called 
up towards morning to sit in the room while the boys should try to 
get some rest, 

_ The plan with all was to save Mrs Prentice at night as far as 
they could that she should be able to mansre affairs in the day. 
Notwithstanding this, however, her nights were also much broken in 
upon. When she finally gave up, we had ail become convalescent, 
and more and she rather yielded to physical exhaustion and nervous 
irritability than disease. Shs was at no time dangerously sick, 
and yet hers was a tedious, long continued and troublesome sick- 
ness - precisely what might have been expected in such 4 case. 

The only wonder is that she kept about so long, nor can we ever be 
sufficiently grateful, that she was able to take the care of the 
rest of us, when there was no one else to do it, and to do this 
until we were able to take care of ourselves and her. If she had 
been taken sick when all the rest were down as there was, at the 
time mch reason to fear she would be, it is difficult to see 
what would become of us. 

There was a good deal of alarm in the house about the conta- 
gious character of the disease, so many of our own family having 
it and besides it was thought to militate against the interest of 
the boarding house to have so much sickness in it, and without 
some influence more than I covid then exert, we might all have 
been sent off to the Hospital. Many such cases are nearly every 
day occurring in Paris and just about so many deaths. As it was, 
I do not know how wa should have got along if John had not been 
with us, or if he had not remained well to assist his Aunt in the 
multiplied duties of such a hospital. 

Philena remained under the Doctor's care (Dr. Vigela) and 
kept her nurse throvgh all the month of February, nor was there 
any time, before we did get awey from Paris, when we were el] well 
enough to have done so. As I said before, our plans were all made 
to com home in the fall. Our passages were taken and paid for, 
and our house open and prepared at home, when I was taken sick in 
August, We did leave there on the first of May 1860, but even thon 
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were invalids, and it was eae year after this before either Philena 
or I had entirely recovered. On the 20th of February Packer had 
so far recovered that It’was thought prudent for him to start’on 
a tour he had expected to make after the family should have coma 
home in the fall, through Spain, Italy and the more sasterly part 
of Europe. He therefore did not now return with the rest of the 
family, but got home about the middle of August. 

I have been thus particular about all this matter of sick- 
ness in Paris, not for any reason given for making others fanil- 
jar with the facts than I am (my notes are taken from those of 
my nephew) nor yet, because it will be of interest to anybody 
else, for no new thing has happened under the sun, nor is ita 
matter of much conssauence to others whether we live or die, 
but to me and to ourselves, this whole experience mst always 
be a matter of deep interost. Several of the family were brought 
very near the gate of death, and this under circumstances not 
only peculiarly trying, but from which it is wncommon, in so 
many instances to escaps. Surely, then, it is proper for us 
all, here, if anywhere, to raisa our Ebsnezer, for notaing but 
@ sovereign and gracious God interposed for our restoration, 
and nothing but a grateful acknowledgment and renewed consecra- 
tion of the preserved lives, can in any measure, answer the de- 
mands imposed. Would to God we might all, and every day realize 
this, and so, through promised grace, be prepared for this de- 
ferred summons, come it, at whataver hour of the night it may. 
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Village of Isham, England 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Fritten by Mary Adeline Isham Prentice (Mrs. Sartell 
-Prentice) during the Winter of 1905-6 at the "Essex! Aparte 
ment Hotel, Madison Avenue and 56th Street, New York City. 


Isham is the name of a village in the northwestern part of 
Northamptonshire, England, between Kettering and Wellingborough - 
the brook Yse or Ise forming the eastern boundary of the village 
and giving it the name Ise-ham or Isham. The station having 
this name on the London, Midland and Scottish Railway is about 
half a mile from the village. The Manor Farm is in the south- 
west corner of the village and the first residence of the Isham 
family was apparently on the Farm, but later the Manor House — 
was erected in the parish of Pytchley east of the brook, a very 
large, imposing mansion known as Lamport Hall. 


The First Generation of the 
Isham name in America 


(Sets aes ee te eee ee ee 


The first of the Isham name whom we have been able to trace 
in this country is John Isham, born Warch 31, 1654, died at 
Barnstable, Massachusetts, September 3, 1713, who married Jane 
Parker at Barnstable, December 16, 1677. My cousin, Charles 
Isham, oldest son of Willism B. Isham, of 5 Fast 61st Street, in 
this City, from whom I get my early family history, says that out 
of a considerable mass of assertion and tradition about this John 
Isham, he has been unable to disentangle anything that looked 
like history. He thinks that John could hardly have been the 
"Capt. Issum" mentioned by Hubbard in his History of New England, 
and whom Hubbard hated. It has been said that there is in the 
records of Plymouth Colony a mention of one John Isham, who emi- 
grated from Boston, England, but the reference has not been found. 
Our ancestor may possibly have been a Crommellian, who left Eng- 
land very quietly and remained quist for a sufficient reason. 

Jane Parker came of a good colonial family, and all tho 
Isham line left respectable estates for those times by wills 
that are extant. They all had many children, but in following 
family history I have conesrned myself only with our own direct 
line. ; a 
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Dr. Ezra Isham 


From a picture in possession of Mr. Edward 
Swift Isham (1868-1927) of New York City, son 
of Mr. Edward Swift Isham (1836-1902) of Chicago. 


Original of this picture now at East end of 
hall at Mount Hope. This original was given to 
Spelman by Edwin Schutt Isham, formerly of Dun- 
kirk, New York, and we keep the portrait for 
Spelman. 
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Second Generation. 


Isaac Isham, a son of John and Jane, was born in Barnstable 
in 1682, married Thankful Lumbert (or Le May 3, sae and 
died March hes L794. a 


Third Generation. 


John Isham, son of Isaac and Thankful, was born in Barnstable, 
August 6, 1721, and died in Colchester, Connecticut, March 2, 1802. 
It is shown by the genealogy of the Foote family, published by Mr. 
Nathaniel Goodwin of Hartford, that John Isham married Dorothy 
Foote, daughter of Ephraim Foote and his wife, Sarah Chamberlain, 
on December 19, 1751, in Colchester. She disd November 8, 1790, 
in the fifty-ninth year of her age. John and Dorothy had eleven 
children of whom the oldest was Samusl, born December 20, 1752, 
the ancestor of our cousins, William Bradley Isham and Charles 
Hyde Isham, his brother, both now living in New York City. The 
youngest of the eleven children of John and Dorothy was Ezra 
Isham, my grandfather, born in Colchester, March 15, 1772. Wile 
liam and Charles were grandsons of Samuel Isham through Charles 
Isham, Samel's son. They are therefore in the sixth generatim 
of the family in America. 


Fourth Generation. 


My grandfather, Ezra Isham, was born in Colchester, Connect- 
feut, March 15, 1772. He studied medicine and early in life set- 
tled in Manchester, Yernont, where he ever after lived and where 
he died, February 8, 1835. I well rerember his house, which stood 
& little North of the place where now is the Mark Skinner Library 
and about a couple of hundred feet west from the road to Factory 
Point. On June lst, 1801, he married Anna - always called Nancy - 
Pierpont, daughter of Robert Pierpont, who occupied a large house, 
south of the site of the present Equinox Hotel. My grandfather 
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l. Note by E.P.P., 1953. There are errors in the Barnstable 

records upon which Isaac's history, as Charles Isham gave it 

to my mother, is based. Mr. Homer FW. Brainard, who compiled 

the Isham genealogy (Tuttle Publishing Co., Rutland, A AD GEE} Re 
discovered and corrected these errors as will be seen on p. 118 
of his book. In substance Isaac's wife was Abipail lunbert (or 
Lambert), not Thankful Lumbert, and the date of Iseac'a birth 

is ten years too early. He died in 1771. ps a 
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From a portrait in oils owned by 
Mr. Edward Swift Isham, in New York. 


Born October 24, 1784, at Litchfield, 
Connecticut. Married Dr. Isham, June 21, 
1801. Died at Manchester, Vermont, Sep- 


tember 29, 1873. 
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died before I was born but I have been told by Mr. Franklin Orvis, 
who remembered him, that Dr. Isham was a gentleman by nature and 
education, highly esteemed es a physician, and having many friends. 
He was fond of good horses, always riding an animal of spirit, and 
was killed by a fall froma horse he was riding. 

The Pisrropont or Pierpont Family. We have so long kept the 
name Pierrepont in our family and have maintained such intimacy 
with cousins whose relationship comes through this connection, 
that it seems desirable to give some account of the family. My 
information on this subject, so far as concerns the earlier gen- 
erations is taken from the pamphlet published by Mr. Edward J. 
Warks in New Haven, in 1881. 

The original ancestor in this country was James Pierrepont, 
of an illustrious English family, who died at Ipswich, Massachu- 
setts. By his wife, who died in London, a widow, in 1664, he 
left several children, among others a gon John Pierrepont rho 
was born in London 1619, and settled in Roxbury where he became 
an influential citizen and a member of the General Court. He 
died December 7, 1682 and his grave in the old burying ground in 
Roxbury was not long ago, and probably now is in tolerably good 
preservation. John Pierrepont married Thankful Stow and had three 
sons, John Jr. who died without issue, James, and Ebenezer. James 
Pierrepont, or Pierpont as he began to spell the name, was born 
at Roxbury January 4, 1659, was graduated from Harvard College in 
1681 and eettled in New Haven in 1684, as pastor of the First Con- 
gregational Church, a relationship which continued for thirty 
years. He was one of the founders of Yale College over which 
two of his descendants, Timothy Dwight and Theodore Dwight Woolsey 
have presided. By his third wife, Mary Hooker, grand-daughter of 
Thomas Hooker, the first settled clergyman at Hartford, who had 
come from Marketfield, Leicester County, England, he had among 
other children, James Pierpont 3rd who was born in New Haven May 
2lst 1699, studied at Saybrook College as Yale College was then 
known, and died in New Haven, June 18, 1776. Rev. George Whit- 
field was twice the guest of this Mr. Pierpont, once in October 
1740 when he preached in the church of which Mr. Pierpont was the 
pastor, and in 1745 when the numbers, being too large to be ac- 
commodated in the church building, "he preached to an immense au- 
dience from a platform under the elm tree in front of Mr. Pierre- 
pont's house." Whitfield also visited in Northampton at the resi- 
dence of Mr. Pierpont's daughter Sarah, the wife of Jonathan 


1. There is a good account of this second James Pierpont in 
Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, Vol. I, p. 205% 
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James Pierpont (2nd) 
Born at Roxbury, Jan. 4th, 1659. 
raduated at Harvard College, 1661. 

For thirty years pastor of the First Congre- 
gational Church in New Haven. Died Nov. 22, 1714. 
Buried under the Center Church, New Haven. 

Copied by the courtesy of The Yale University 
Art Gallery from a painting now (1955) owned by 
Me. Allen Evarts Foster, a descendant. 

For a good notice of his life ses Sibley's 
Harvard Graduates, Vol. III, p. 222. 
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Edwards. 

Like his father, James Pierpont 3rd married more than once. 
His first wife, Sarah Brick, died childless. His oldest child by 
his second wife, Anna Sherman, was Evelyn Pierpont, who married 
Rhoda Collins, daughter of Charles Collins, grand-daughter of 
Rev. Timothy Collins, a clergyman of Litchfield, Connecticut, and 
preat-grand-daughter of John Collins of Boston, who came to this 
country in 1640, and died March 29, 1670. The Collins family was 
at that time of somes consequence. Timothy Collins's mother, Anna 
leete being a daughter of Governor Willism Leets, and his wife 

Elizabeth Hyde a great-greand-daughter of William Hyde, a descendant 
of the well known English family and one of the original proprie- 
tors of the town of Norwich. William Hyde came to this country in 
1633. 

James Pierpont's second son, Robert, married on October llth 

-1780, his wife's twenty-third birthday, Lois Collins, the sister 
of his brother's wife. Lois was a person of great charm as well 
as force of character, and has left in the family a vivid impres- 
sion which has caused her name to be remembered and repsated as 
is no other name of that by-gone gensration. Her portrait with 
that of her husband, belonged to my brother Edward, and now be- 
long to his son Edward S. Isham in this City. 

In 1795, Robert and Lois Collins Pierpont removed with their 
family to Yanchester, Vermont, where ehe died May 5th, 1826. He 
died August 16th 1835 while visiting his daughter Laura, Mrs. 
Anson J. Sperry at Plattsburgh, New York. Their children were 
five in numbers- 


Frances, born at Litchfield, May 29th, 1782, married September 

18, 1803, Richard Skinner, afterward Governor of Vermont, 

by whom she had four children. 

Susan Pierrepont, born May 31, 1804, married May 18, 1831, 
Winslow C. Watson of Port Kent, New York. Died Jan- 
uary 26, 1845. 

Frances, born August 18, 1808; first wife of Winslow C. 
Watson, was married to him Way 28, 1824, died April 
26, 1829. 

Timothy Collins, born November 17, 1805, died March 1, 1806. 

Vark, born September 13, 1613, was graduated from Middlebury 
College 1833, settled in Chicago where he married Eliza- 
beth Williams. Their children: 

Richard, graduated from Yale College 1862, killed before 
Petersburgh, Virginia, 1&4. 

Elizabeth, not married. 

Frances, married Henry J. Willing of Chicago. 
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Mary Hooker 


Daughter of Samuel and Mary (Willet) Hooker, 
granddaughter of Rev. Thomas and Susannah Hooker, 
and wife of Jamas Pierpont. Born at Farmington, 
Connecticut, July 3, 1673. 


Copied by the courtesy of The Yale University 
Art Gallery from a painting now (1955) owned by 
Mr. Allen Evarts Foster, a descendant, 
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Frederika, not married. 
Susan Pierrepont, married Ambrose Cramer of Chicago. 

Anna (Nancy), who married Dr. Ezra Isham, of whom I shall speak. 

Esther, born at Litchfield, May 14, 1787, married Calvin Sheldon 
— died at Vanche ster, in 1833. 

Laura, bori January 30, 1791, married Anson J. Sperry, Jamuary 9, 
1812; died 1873. Her daughter Elizabeth married Benjamin S. 
Roberts an arny officer. 

Julia, born March 9, 1793 at Harwinton, Connecticut, married Dr. 
~~ Edwin Marks of Barhamville near Columbia, South Caroline, in 
whose houss I used to visit. 


The children of Ezra and Nancy Isham were:- 

Pierpont, born August 5th, 1802. My father, of whom I shall speak 
later. 

Caroline, born December 28, 1804, married George Bradley of Dun- 
kirk, New York, June lst 1836; died June 11, 1898. Their 
children were: 

Pierpont Isham, died March 9th 1844. 
Eliza, born August 7, 1843, married but left no children. 
Ezra Chester, born April 13, 1840, died October 3, 1881. He 
married Amalia Groot of Schenectady, and had two chil- 
crenie 
Philip Reid, born July 2, 18€5, married Clara Bristol 
and lives in Dunkirk. He has, I think, three chil- 
dren, 
Jeasia, born January 31, 1869, married Sept. 12, 1889, 
John Henry Clews, a partner in the well-known bank- 
ing firm. They reside at 49 West 58th Street, and 
hava one child Natalie, born July 30, 1690. 

Mary, born March 23, 1806, died unmarried, August 22, 1828. 

Jans, born July 27, 1810, died wmarried. 

Edwin, born June 27, 1812 settled in Dunkirk, where he engaged in 
business in partnership with Georgs Bradley. He married 
June 27, 1839, in New York a widow, Eliza Russell, with one 

child Hester, Edwin and Eliza Isham had one child. 
George Pierrepont born June 19, 1840, married a lady of 
- Dutch femily Ellen Seut and had threa children of whom 
but one, Edwin, born January 2, 1867, is living. 

John, born Tanuaty a5 1817, was graduated from Williams College, 
married Elizabeth Sherwood of La Grange Georgia, December 
23rd, 1856. Their only child was Anna Pierrepont born in 
1857, I think that Uncle John married again after the death 
of his first wife, but we have been so separated from the 
Southern branch of the family that we have little knowledge 
of then. 
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Robert Pierpont, 

Born at New Haven, June 13, 1757; 
married Lois Collins, October 11, 1780. 
Moved to Manchester, Vermont, about 1795. 
Died August 16, 1835. 


Copied from a painting in possession of 
Mir. Edward Swift Isham of New York. 
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Fifth Generation. 


My father, Pierpont or Pierrepont Ishem, was born in lanchese- 
ter, Vermont, #ugust 5, 1802 and died on May 8, 1872 in Piermont, 
New York, about trenty miles north of Jersey City on the west 
side of the Tappan Zee. On October 3, 1832 he married Semanthe 
Swift, born in Bennington - now called Old Bennington or Benmning- 
ton Center - on December 30, 1808 and died in Chicago January 
12, 1896. Her grandfather Job Swift was a son of Jabez Swift 
who was born March 1¢th 1700 and married Abigail Pope October 9th 
1729. 

Job, the fifth son of Jabez and Abigail was born June 15, 
1743, at Kent, Connecticut, graduated from Yale College in 1765, 
and November 6, 1769 married Mary Ann Sedgwick of Cornwall, Con- 
necticut. He settled in the ministry at Richmond, Massachusetts 
in 1767, and continued there until 1774, when he went to Amenia, 
New York, and in 1783 moved to Bennington, Vermont, where he was 
pastor of the church until June 7, 1801, when he removed to Addi- 
rs La thal He died October 20, 1&4. His widow died February 

» 1826. 

Of Grandfather's brothers, I rerember Uncle Benjamin who was 
United States Senator from Vermont, and I have an impression that 
Uncle Samuel Swift followed Uncle Benjamin in this office, but my 
memory on this subject is not distinct and may be confused. I 
remember also Uncle Heman, Uncle Sedgwick and Uncle Serenus. The 
others of the family have passed beyond my power to recall. 

Noadiah was the second son of Job Swift, born February 24, 
1776, married Janet Henderson March 28, 1€02, and died March 21, 
1&0. Her father, Thoras Henderson, was a Scotchman, who came 
to this country as a boy before the War for Independence. One 
of his daughters, Phoebe, married, first, Mr. Harry Smith and, 
second, Rev. Mr. Joel H. Linsley, a Congregational clergyman who 
was pastor of the Second Congregational Church of Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, then pastor of the Second Congregational Church of 
Hartford, and later president of Marietta College, Chio. A third 
daughter of Mr. Hendergon married « Mr. Campbell, great-grendfather 
of my friend, Williams Norman Campbell. 

after his daughters were married Mr. Henderson bought a place 
hear Bennington. Ve have his shoe buckles. 

My grandfather, Noadiah Swift, was a physician, much looked to 
and often called for consultation to the neighboring towns as far 
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l. The life and services of Rev. Job Swift are described in 
Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, Vol. I, p. 640. 
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Lois Collins, wife of Robert Pierpont. 
Born at Litchfield, Connecticut, October 11, 1757; 
died at Manchester, Vermont, May 5, 1826. 


Copied from a painting in possession of 
Mr. Edward Swift Isham of New York. 
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as Troy on one side and Vanchester on the other, - each distant 
from Bennington in those times a day's journey. 2 As a child I 
often went with him on these trips and I was with him when he 
went to Manchester to see my grandamt Francesa Pierpont the wife 
of Governor Skinner. J remember that she sent for me and spoke 
to me, but my memory of her is faint. 

I think my mother was born in the "Green" house, so called 
because occupied during my childhood by a family of that name. 
It stood about fifty feet West of the road leading from Banning- 
ton toward Williamstown, at the top of the hill, not far South 
of the house now occupied by ir. Charles Sanford. Some poplar 
trees which shaded the front of the house, are still standing 
near the fence. The old house is gone and the land belongs to 
the Griswold Estate of Troy. 

Ky mother was educated at a girls school at Litchfield, 
Connecticut, then one of the best schools in the cowmtry, to’ 
which young ladies were sent from considerable distances in 
New York and New England. She was naturally a reader, and 
partly because of her taste for books, partly because of affec- 
tion for her brother, she follicwed in her studies the course 
which he followed in preparing for Williams College. She thus 
acquired an interest in the clessic languages which she always 
maintained. I still have the copy of Cornelius Nepos which 
she read as a girl. 

In those days young people danced, as now, and in Benning- 
ton it was common when it was desired to give a dancing party, 
to invite one's friends to the dancing rooms of the village 
hotel which were larger than the rooms of private houses. It 
was at one of these dancirg-parties given in the hotel in Ben- 
nington that my mother met my father, who had come from Man- 
chester. They were married at Bennington by Reverend Dr. 


——_ 
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1. Mr. Isaac Jennings, pastor of the Bennington church, wrote 
a book, Memorials of a Century (Gould & Lincoln, Boston, 
1869), which gives on p. 92 an account of Job Swift and on 
p. 310 of Noadish Swift. Of Job Swift, Mr. Jennings quotes 
the statement of Fresident Dwight of Yale College: 


Dr. Swift was one of the best and most useful men whom 
we ever knew. Good men loved him and delighted in his so- 
ciety and the worst men acknowledged his worth. To the 
churches and ministerae of. Vermont he was a patriarch, &c. 


This is taken from Dwight's Travels, Vol. JI, p. 443. 
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Judge Pierpont Isham 


| Copied from a daguerreotype. 
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Edward . Hooker on October 3rd 1832. My father bought one of the 
handsomest houses in the village, next West of the old Governor 
Tichenor place, now Mrs. Lyman's, and after their wedding journey 
my father and mother moved into this house and oceupied it for 
thirty years. It is now substantially unchanged and occupied by 
Mr. and ire. Philip Jennings. 

Before my father's marriage he hed left Manchester, which was 
a smill town, and had settled in Bennington, which was larger and 
growing. Here he practiced law, was for a time bank examiner and 
afterward Judge of the Supreme Court when Isaac Redfield was Chief 
Judge and Nilo Bonnett the other Associate Judge. Shortly before 
the War Father resigned from the bench and moved to New York. Ths 
children of Pierpont Isham and Semanthe Swift Isham were all born 
in the Bennington house and were of the 


Sixth Generation, 


Edward Swift, born January 15th, 1836, died at the Waldorf Hotel, 
Fifth Avenue between 33rd and 34th Streets in New York, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1902. He married Frances Burch at Little Falls, 
New York, on May 2lst, 1861. Their children were: 


Ann Eliza (Lizzie), born in Chicago, January 25th, 1&2. 
She is not married. + 

Pierrepont, born in Heidelberg, Germany, August 16th, 1865, 
married Lois Kellogg at Chicago. They have one child 
a daughter Lois. Pierrepont was graduated at West 
Point about 1887; eerved one year in the 7th Cavalry, 
and then resigned; studied law and was admitted to 
his father's firm in Chicago. He died May 19, 1906. 

Edward Swift, born in Chicago January 3rd 1858; was grad- 
uated at Yale College; married Laura Miller in New 
York City, and has three children. 

Frances Peereben)s born in Berlin, Germany, January 6th, 
1872. 

Mary Adeline, the writer, born February 4th 1838, married Sar- 
tell Prentice of Albany, Vay 29th 1862. Our children: 


Ezra Permalee, born July 29th 1863, was graduated at Am- 
herst College, 1885, married Alta Rockefeller in 


1. Note by E.P.P., 1953. Lizzie died on the Titanic, April 
4-15, 1922. 

2. Frances married Henry T. Shelton, of Bridgeport, Connecti- 
cut, on March 23, 1907 in FRashington, D. C. 
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Semanthe Swift Isham 


Copied from a daguerreotype. 
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New York, January 17th 1901. They have one child: 
John Rockefeller, born December 17th, 1902. 

Pierrepont Isham, born at Bertha Cottage, Mount Hops, Albany, 
October 16th 1855; attended Amherst College and waa 
graduatad from tha Chicago Medical School in 1889; 
Gied January 4th 1890 in the Hospital of the Minnesota 
Tron Company, Soudan, Minnesota, where he was one of 
the attending surgeons. 

Sartell Jr. born September 30th 1867 in Albany, was gradu- 
ated from Amherst College in the Class of 1891 and 
from the Union Theological Seminary in New York in 
1894. He married Lydia Beekman Vanderpool, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron J. Vanderpoel on September 
30th 1896. Their children: 

Pierrepont Isham, born Sept. 20th 1899. 

Lydia Vanderposl, born October 12th 1902, died 
October 18th 1902. 

Sartell 3rd, born December 28th 1903. 

Richard Skinner, born November 2, 1874; disd at Mount Hops, 
November 16, 1876. 

Mary Adeline Isham, born December 17th, 1880, married Henry 
Homes Porter February 19th 1901. Their children: 

Mary, born March 22nd 1902. 
Henry Homes 3rd, born October 8, 1903. 
Sartell Prentice, born December 31, 1906. 
Henry Pierrepont, born January 27th, 1842, died unmarried in Chi- 
cago, October 25th, 1897. 


Father's office in Bennington was just Vest of the carriage 
entrance to his place. It has since been moved about a quarter of 
a mile West, and now makes part of a residence. 

We children were brought up in the good old-fashioned way. 
Sunday was the "Sabbath Day" and there was only one such day in 
the week. No stress of weather interfered with prompt attend- 
ance at church at half past ten o'clock in the morning. The pews 
Were square, and ours had a little table in the center, on which 
wa put the hymn books and bibles. I always sat next to my mother. 
She carried a sable muff whoss generous dimensions were like those 
of a pillow and on this I rested my head before I was old enough 
to attend to the sermon. The pulpit was very high and entered by 
winding stairs on each side of the platform. The pews wera en- 
tered by doors as high as the sides of the pews, and fastened by 
a small brass button. I remember once as a small girl, standing 
outside the door, hoping that it would open, but not daring to 
knock, until my aunt Samantha Robinson Swift - the wife of ny 
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Mr. Edward Swift Isham 


Copy of photograph taken about 1880. 
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uncle Edward Swift - who sang in the choir, sent down and had 
the door opsned. 

Colored people were not admitted to the body of the church. 
For them there was a large equare pew in the corner of the gale 
lery opposite the pulpit, and I well remember seeing in that pew 
an old woman named Lydia of whom it was said that she had been a 
slave in Vermont while slavery still existed in the State. 

Church closed about twelve o'clock and then my parents went 
across the street to my grandfather Swift's, where several frisnds 
who came from a distance took lunchson evary Sunday and waited for 
the second service. The children meanwhile from the morning serv- 
ice went directly into the Sunday Schcol. This lasted three-quar- 
ters of an hour. Fe then ran over to Grandfather's, ate a light 
luncheon, and at one o'clock every body was again in church for 
the second service, which began at that hour and continued until 
half past two. Four hours of service with an interval of fifteen 
minutes was a tax upon childish energies. Illness was the oly 
recognized excuse, end Sunday illness was treated by a dose of 
"Elixir Pro" - a proprietary medicine I suppose, but one whose 
effect was moral rather than physical. Its taste and smell I can 
still remember, for I took it many times, but never without such 
reluctance that church seemed almost the better alternative. 

After service we went home and studisd our lessons for next 
Sunday or read such books as were considered suitable for the 
day. We were never allowed to leave the place, or to stend about 
the gate, or goseip with friends. Breakfast on Sunday was at 
eight o'clock, dinner at four and bread and milk in the evening, 
but at that time the maids were out and we must help ourselves. 
Lunchson at my grandfather's was always put on a tray andbrought 
into the sitting room. There was bread and butter, crullers, 
cookies, cider, home made spruce beer and tea. There was no 
time for more, but this was of the best and we enjoyed it. 

If a doath occurred in the village or outlying country, | 
notice was always given at once, whether by night or by day, 
by the tolling of the church bell. This would toll twice for 
aman, three times for a woman. Then, after a pause, and marke 
ing every ten strokes by a short rest, it would toll the age of 
the departed. 

Prayer meetings were held about mid-week, the people com- 
ing from all over the village carrying lamps or candles with 
which to light the room. At that time every family made their 
own candles once a year. The "candle-dippings" came every fall. 
Afterwards, but with great care, we used camphine. This was a 
great improverent. Children were not required to go to prayer 
meetings, for they came after our bed tims. 
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Before I was ten years old, my Sunday School teacher, Miss 
Katherine Lyman, afterwards Mrs. Boughton of Troy, offered a bible 
ag e prise to the scholar who would first learn the shorter cate- 
chism, question end answer from beginning to end. How I worked 
over that catechiom, and how nervous I wae leat soma other girl 
would learn it first! JI had eaid it backward and forward to my 
dear Mother until at last she thought it safe for me to stand the 
trial. Just as I was about to leave the house I saw Jane Cauld- 
well, enother member of the class walking up the path to Miss Ly- 
man's door. How disappointed I was! I would have given up, but 
for Mother, who then, and when trouble was more real, always 
showed a wonderfully hopeful nature. I nover took my eyes from 
the path which led to Miss Lyman's gate until I saw Jane go. Then 
I went over, almost faint-hsarted but not quite. I went, I won. 

I carried that bible home with pride to my Mother who was as 
pleased as I. I have the bible now, the first and last thing I 
ever earned. 

At Christmas we always hung up our stockings at home and at 
Grandfather Swift's. They were equally well filled and enjoyed at 
both places, the only difference being that at Grandfathor's we 
always found a silver dollar in the very tos. This to children 
who had only pennies to spend seemed very lerge. I went to Grand- 
father's too every Saturday for a visit, and then, in the side- 
board which I still have, I always found an orange, or nuts, or 
something a child would like, waiting for ms. 

Our parents required of the children at all times, an evident 
manner of respect. If our father or mother came into the room 
where we were, we were always expected to give them our seat or 
help them to theirs. Any directions given to us permitted no 
question or delay, and every errand was to be done promptly with- 
out loitering. My father never played with us notwithstanding 
his strong attachment, and though I have seen him laugh at our 
amusements he always tried to hide it. Brought up therefore un- 
der a strict school of respect for ovr parents, very little fa- 
niliarity being permitted, it was with some astonishment that 
in after years I saw Father racing with his grand-children. The 
times had changed and the dear man had changed with them. Per- 
haps, however, children are no better off. We were always per- 
fectly happy. We had ow times for candy making, corn popping, 
and children's parties on the lewn in summer or in the house in 
winter. 

Father did not approve of my going to school, because the 
schools were for boys and girls and he thought the plays at re- 
cess rather rough. So my first lessons were at home with a gover- 
ness, Miss Hester Russell, already rentioneds She not only 


1. See ante p. 113. 
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tavght from the text books but also gave music lessons. When she 
left, I had for several years a Miss Blydenburg of Lansingburg who 
stayed until I left home for school. 

The winter I-was ten years old, my cousin Flora Isham, who 
had lost her mother, came to stey with us. The next winter her 
father and brothers wanted her, and she returned and I with her, 
to her home in Malden, in Ulster County, on the Hudson River. This 
was the house of Charles Isham, wy father's first cousin. He had 
three sons, and three daughters. The sons were Samuel, William and 
Charles. The daughters were Caroline who died before the time of 
my memory; Mary who was the second wife of my mother's brother, Fd- 
ward H. Swift, and who died of lung trouble a year after her mar- 
riage, and Flora the youngest child. 

I was eleven years old in February of that winter, and very 
homesick. I begged and pleaded to be sent for. It was supposed 
that I attended school, but my Unele Charles much indulged me, nev- 
er insisting that I go mnless I desired. Quite to my surprise one 
day I saw a carriage coming down the hill bringing my Grandfather 
and Uncle Edward, who kad come to take me home. Later I heard that. 
my parents did not approve of this movement, but my tender hearted 
grandfather said he could not have me so homesick, - so home I 
went. 

Thanksgiving Day we always went to my grandparents, where ale 
go on that day we often met Reverend Dr. and Mrs. Peters, of Fil- 
liamstown with their sons George and Hugh. Those dinners! Such 
excellent cocking, nice linen fresh and attractive, pretty white 
china with its band of gilt, - I never enjoyed anything more. In 
the morning we all went to church, of course, but the afternoon 
belonged to good things, dinner and games for the children. 

We paid to servants in those days wages which now seem very 
small. A gocd cock received a dollar and a half a week, other 
maids a dollar or a dollar and a quarter a week. Moreover we 
seldom changed servants. They came to live with us and they did 
live with us. When I was about four years old, a cook came to 
my Mother's. She had never lived in service with any other fan- 
ily, later married a man on the place and was absent a few years 
while their child wes emall, but returned to fill the same place 
for many years, and finally retired to a house on my grandfather's 
land. There she and her husband spent the remainder of their 
lives, - she dying in fugust 1905, over eighty years old. They 
had one son who is now the rural postman at Pennington. 

The winter I was twelve years old I was sent to my erand- 
aunt's, Mrs Julia Pierpont Warks, at Columbia, South Carolina. 

I left New York by steamer for Charleston, in care of Rev. Dr. 
Gordon and his sister Miss Agnes Gordon. When we reached Charles- 
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ton, there was so much yellow fever in the city that it was de- 
cided by some of the passengers on the steamer to take a car 
and engine and get away from town, the regular passenger train 
having left. This was done snd I saw very little ef Charleston 
that day. All trains in the South seemed to run very slowly. 
Once & conductor stopped a train to pick some cotton in the 
field for me. 

Dr. Marke owned a young ladies' school a mile or two fron 
Columbia. Here were several pleasant cottages on the hills be- 
side the large building occupied by the school. This was a largs 
square building having galleries on the first and second floors 
in front, and wings extending from each side. The school parlors 
were in the main building and here the Principal lived with his 
family. There were teachers in the wings and some married teach- 
ers in cottages. My aunt's family occupied a cottags, ‘and I 
lived with her, going to school every day. The Columbia College 
students used, when permitted to call on the young ladies. 

Theres was always about these young mon more or less of what we 
in the North termed Southern chivalry - pistols were commonly 
carried and bluster was not uncommon. 

Not far from my aunt's was a very pretty place which had 
some interest for me because years before my visit a young slave 
there had attempted to poison her mistress and in consequence 
was long imprisoned in the attic. There her screams and calls 
to passers by had become so troublesome that shortly befors I 
arrived she had been removed - her end was to me a mystery. I 
had much interest too in an old Mammy who lived in a hut not far 
from Dr. Warks's place. She had eight or ten little colored 
children to bring up. They were from five to eight years old, 
and had all been bought in the market and put into the care of 
this old woman who was good for no other use. The food, a kind 
of mish, was cooked in a black kettle hanging from crossed poles 
in front of the cabin. When cooked and cooled, all ate together 
from the kettle. 

I had many friends among the girls in the school and made 
many week-end visits at their homes, but names and places have 
long since gone from memory. One place where I visited belonged 
to a family of the name, I think, of Gilmore. It was on the 
road from school to town; the house was very large, beautifully 
furnished and a bed in one of the chambers amused me greatly. 

It was a high post bed-stead, mahogany and of colonial typo, but 
different from other tester beds in that it had an arrangement 
which could be wound up like a clock, and which caused the bed 
to rock gently, without swaying the frams. I never saw one like 
it before or since. Every evening, too, three colored slaves 
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cams into the big hall on the parlor floor and played on the flute, 
violin and 'callo for dancing. 

In most of the Southern houses there was a large hall extend- 
ing through the center of the house, with outside doors at each 
end. In consiruction many of the Southern houses were rather in- 
posing, tut in their houses and in thoir ways of living, psople 
in the South went without comforts which were common, and ssemed 
necessary, in the North. 

I remember too a Mrs. Hampton who called frequently upon ny 
aunt and to whose house I was sometimes taken. It was quita the 
handsomest place in Columbia. The grounds covered a city block, 
perhaps more, and the garden in the center of which the house 
stood was very attractive with its box bordered paths. Mary 
Wade, who was a relative of the Hampton family, lived near and 
we became rather intimate; so that I visited her many times. I 
remember too hirs. Hampton's carriage, which as I look back ssoems 
fairly representative of some of the imposing fronts and imposing 
wants of Southern life. It was a large C-spring affair, in the 
fashion of the times, driven by a man servant - but behind, where 
a trunk might be placed, doing the work of a footman, was a young 
colored girl, about fourteen years old, with bare legs and feet, 
in other respects not without clothing yat not much clad, 

Dr. Marks's place was known as Barhamville. It was situated 
on *"the sand hills" a mile or two as I hava said from the City. 
The winter I was there, my grandmother Swift died, aged sevanty- 
tro. 

I went home in the Spring - with whom, how, or at what time, 
I do not remember, That summer - 1851 - I spent in Bennington, 
and the next winter I went to a private school kept by a Mrs. 
Wooster in Burlington, Vermont: John Wooster, afterwards pastor 
of a church on the South Side in Chicago was then a boy in the 
family. JI liked the school, and enjoyed visiting at Mr. & Mrs. 
Englesby's who were friends of my parents and were very kind to 
me. They had a beautiful place on the Square in the center of 
the town. 

At this school I was guilty of lavghing in church at the 
morning service. In this other girls joined, and though it was 
observable only by the teacher I had to go without dinner until 
I had learned the 103rd Psalm, and had recited it to Mrs. Wooster, 
Poor John had many experiences of the same kind. 

It was a good school, and had a good class of girls. I was, 
however, unable to stay all winter because of a throat difficulty. 
Upon a physician's advice, therefore, I went home. Upon this ac- 
count, too, the next winter, when I was fourteen years old, I re- 
turned to Barhamville, and my brother Edward who had been ill 
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went with me. We returned to Bennington in the Spring and spent 
the summer there, where my parents always had a good deal of come 
pany all through the summer, and where we liked to be. 

The next Fall I went to Miss Brown's school, in New York. 

In February of this winter, 1853, Iwas fifteen years old. I 
lived at my uncle's, © Sdward Hendereon Swift, = and went to 
school as & day scholar. His house was 16 Beach Street, on the 
South side of St. John's Park. The school was on Varick Street 
on the East side of the Park, next to St. John's church. Hy wm- 
cle's house was a fine old house, with solid Jamaica mahogany 
doors. During this winter I united with Dr. food's church which 
wes then on Broome Street, East of Broadway. It has since moved 
uptown. Dr. Wood was a brother-inelaw of Dr. Sprague of Albany. 

It was at my uncle's house on St. John's Park, that my cous- 
in Alfred Swift died in the spring of soma year about this tim - 
I am not sure of the date. His body was taken to our house at 
Bennington for the funeral, and he was buried in my grandfather's 
lot in the Bennington church-yard. He had lived with my - and 
‘his - grandparents ever after his mother's death. She was ry un- 
cle's first wife and died when Alfred was very young. Alfred was 
graduated at Williams College, and after that went to New York 
where he lived with his father. He could have had but little 
recollection of his mother, but he cherished everything that had 
been hers. These things he kept locked in a closst in his room 
and before he died he asked that the box containing them be 
placed in the grave with him, that it should not be unlocked, 
and that its contents should not be handled. This was done. 

St. John's Park, at the time of which I speak, was a fash- 
jonabdle district for residences. Later it was sold to the Hud- 
son River Railroad Company. At this time the passenger station 
was at the foot of Chambers Street. Arnold, Constable & Co. had 
their store on Canal Street. Hearn and also Le Boutillier were 
on Broadway a few doors above Canal Street; Morrison was a few 
doors below. The Broadway Tabernacle was on the cast side of 
Broadway, below Canal Street, and was a free church, paying ex- 
penses from its morning offerings. In my walks I sometimes went 
up-town as fer as 14th Street; but seldom above that. 

The next winter I was at Troy at Miss Willard's school, and 
there I spent the winters of 1853-4 and 1854-5 when I was six- 
teen and ssventean years of aze, The following winter I spent 
at Madam Chegary's school on 28th Street in New York where I 
roomed with Miss Constanee Fennimore Woolson of Cleveland, a 
most lovely and attractive girl with a beautiful contralto voice 
and a gift for writing ready rhyme. Later in life sha becane 
widely known through her books. Her story I think was a sad one 
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and her end tragic. The Century Dictionary states that she was 
born in Claremont, New Hampshire, 1848, and died at Venice, Italy 
_ January 23rd 1894. The date of her birth is probably a mis-print, 

_ for she was about my age, and the correct year was about 1838. 
During the winter the school moved to the corner of 28th 
Strest and Madison Avenue, and there at our request "Tante" Chegary 
allowed Libbie McMaster, now Mrs. Austin Flint, and me to room to- 

gether. We had been friends at Troy for two years. 

The next winter, 1856-7, my mother and I spent at Barhamville. 
On our way South we stopped in Washington to visit our cousins, 
General and Mrs. Robsrts. Here I went with General Roberts to all 
the receptions. Mr. Buchanan was President at this time and Miss 
Llane presided at the White House. I admired the General in his 
full dress uniform and sword, and everywhere had his company. Ae 
mong other gayeties, I well remember a reception at Senator Cass's 
house. 

Going South from Washington we had no sleeping cars, but rest- 
- ed our heads on a frame which was attached to each geat. When we 
reached Petersburg it was raining hard, and as I gat there, look- 
ing from the window I saw what was well thought a very hard side 
of a very great wrong. Thsre I saw a large heavy man, with a cir- 
cular cape - I remenber his appearance well - driving about fifty 
little colored children between five and fifteen years of age, in- 
to acar. They were wet and tired, he was cross, and they hurried 
as fast as they could and were locked in the car, for the trip South. 
No slave wanted to be "sold South." Life further South was always 
harder. 

I was nineteen that winter, and my aunt occasionally invited 
young ladies to take lunch with us, among others a Miss Calhoun, 

a daughter of Senator John C. Calhoun, who if one be willing to 
trace connections a long distance, as they do sometimes in the South 
was in a way a connection of ours. Her brother married a daughter 
of my Father's half cousin, - and she and I made something out of 
it. Southern dress was not what would in the North have been fash- 
jonable for young ladies, and I best remember her in a black taf- 
feta skirt of elaborate make-up, and a light blue flannel waist 
belted in like a breakfast jacket, wearing diamonds. 

The winter of 1857-§ my mother, father and I spent at the | 
Richmond Hotel in Chicago. Father had retired from the bench, my 
brother Edward had been graduated from Williams College, had stud- 
ied - I think for a year - at the Harvard Law School, and it was 
decidee that he should settle in Chicago going into partnership 
with a Mr. Stark who also came from Vermont. 

Father preceded Mother and me to Chicago and arranged for us 
at the Richmond House - then the quietest and best hotel in the 
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residence district near the Lake. I think it stood on the corner 
of Michigan Avenues and Lake Street, but I am not quite sure - the 
place is now in the business center. 

Mother and I started West when Father sent for us. A curious 
incident happened, just as we left Troy. Mother came up from New 
York in the morning train, and as I was visiting in Troy we met 
there. It was necessery to re-check Hother's trunk but soma of my 
young friends - young ladies and gentlemen - were at the station 
to see me off and in the excitement I forgot to do so. We had left 
the City lights behind when I thought of it and I was so startled 
by the recollection that I jumped up and exclaimed. At this a gen- 
tleman sitting on the opposite side of the car who had seemed in- 
terested in our good time and farewells, came over and said "Did 
I understand you to say you had left your trunks?" I said yes, 
end he at once left the car. Very soon we stopped and in a short 
tims were backing towards Troy. When we reached the station, the 
conductor went with me, and had the trunks checked, and we again 
set out for Chicago. The gentleman who did us this kindness I 
did not see again until some time during the evening, when he re- 
turned to his seat, and Mother took occasion to thank him. We 
never knew who he was, but thought he probably knsw Father. 

We had a very pleasant winter in Chicago - my first winter in 
society. We had many friends and relatives in Chicago, among others 
Judge Skinner's family, and accepted many invitations. 

After my Grandmother's death, my grandfather Swift spent his 
summers with us in Bennington, and his winters with my uncle Edward 
in New York, and later in Brooklyn, where my uncle moved when he 
sold his New York house. When ve left Chicago we returned by way 
of Brooklyn, because of a televram, announcing my Grandfather's 
illness. We found him very 11] of erysipelas. He died about a 
week later, aged eighty-four years. We went with him directly to 
our house in Bannington, where after the funeral he was buried in 
his lot in the church-yard. 

Our family occupied the old place during the simmer, and al- 
ways, as every year, had a house-full of old and young the season 
through. 

When I was about fourteen years old my brother Henry, then 
at school at Tutor Swan's in Williamstown, brought home with him 
a friend and schoolwate Sartell Frentice of Albany. It was I think 
in the early Fall, after the schools had opened, and before we had 
closed our house for the winter. I remember thinking that Henry's 
friend was a very gentlemanly young man, and that ha had a beauti- 
ful name. After this I met him occasionally. He entered College 
and used to drive to Bennington as did many other students, and 
when we were there I saw him frequently. These calls from students 


\. ann b — 1 
a 7 tay 


est % | ae ‘ Laan 
, : ’ vou i < a 
rexroo oft so boots 22 Antdt I  eded edd ts0a - tretb eoaehh 
ait - eum etivp ton as I dud ,deott® eda] baa ¢ atdol 


.Teti0o sneateud ott ak moa a 8 
svolmwo A .e TO? doen tec?st code seeW bartete IT baad teh 
wet mott qu emao tedgol .yor? lel ew ga tant bone qq at 
ot ow yorT xt gateiely saw I ea*bom .ahev meee 
ya to enoe ted anartt 2 tedtod doedo-et OF Yrssesoen Baw = reds 
cnottats edt ts evew ~ nemelineg buna setbal yavoy « ebnertt 3 Tatts 
sf hed ef .og ob of dogrot I dasmetioxe et? al bas ‘YYto om) sen ¢ 
bofitete on ssw I bes $i to sédgoodd I aerw bated efdgtl yttd @ = 
a) aid? th .beatsfoxe bra qy bequot I ded? amolttoelfooer edt ¥ 
ect beaesr bad odw reo od to ebla atisoqgo ed? mo gatiile nemo Lt 
iT" Hles base tevo eneo ,afloewerts? bas eakf boog two at beveorer 
,s0y Siva I *faternt moy ttel bad soy Yas oF yoy basterebas tT 
Proia a at bas Alonnser dey ew soos yreV .tao eft Stel somo te od bn 
is .noléate edd bedoset ew ned® ,yorT shtewod yatidoad etew enki 
stays ow Som ,bodoedo excurrd oft bad bas ,oe afiw taew tosougb 
I seenbatd afd? av bib odw naewelfiney eiT eogeotdd to? tuo te 
et of nedw .untners edi 5 attub eal? omos [ida aiags esa ton bth 
W ated amedt of notessoo dood teddoM baa ,tsee atd of berms 
wert yidedotq ed tdgvodt sud ane ed ow weed teveq 
r ot w- 0 aorHo at setutw tneesely yrev a bad of a 
s ,onsoldd at nevitsfot baa abnett? ynam bad ef .ysstoos 
~edobtattys “7 yuea betqeoos base ,¥ltest s'tennlite egiut 

“s Sitwe tedfstbnem ya ,tiseb a'teddeabas1) ya tetTtA ay 
root uot ditw erofatw eld bas ,sotgrtaned at ev dtiw ete 
bevow efor ym stedw .tyitooTd at tetsl baa ,Xt0Y well at - 
street ew opaoldd Stef ew medW .eavort A10Y wot ald fb 
‘terftelbeatd ym antonvonas ,mstgefet a To eavasced ereldood % 
tyods beth eH .salegterte to [Lt yrev atd bavct of .a8 
¢ ylioetth atd ddiw tnew of .ataey wot-yidgte begs feed yon | 
at beimd esw od Letens? edt tetis otede etodgalaned ak sevod wo 
-bray-towmio edt at gol e 
-fs boa ,temere edt guttwbh eoafq blo eds be tquoo0 yitast we 
mosses ed? gmvoy bas blo to Lint-eavod s bad ,ta0y TIeve BB , 
MQ jome 


a 
oh 
a 


u 


‘-< 


ned} vine tedtowd ye blo ersey cost wot tuods esw I mer 7 

aid ditw enod tdguotd ,mwotemel{Iih at a'nswe totuT ts ion a 
intd? I saw dl) ye ie to eotsnertt [Letis2 stanloordos baa ; ts 
real ew stoted bas ,bemego bad efoodos edt teftte ,. fist ‘qfme 2 
s'ytieH Jad? yatdatds todmemet I .tetatw eff tot eavod “m0 be 
oy dente 6 bad ed Sad? bow ~faem gnvoy gaw ba 


ores a 
eneff[oD betetne eH .¥fLanstasoce ald tom I atdd 1 


bas ,otnebute todto ynag btb es aotgataned of evi i of boo 
etnebute mort sf{Iao overt Utneupert atd wae Tr ptedt view 
ts oe 7 


e- Pa 14 i 


FZ |, yt LP 4s. tba 


Ny or wo? Porve Sh 

etien Ga-A 
Dy ae sa Ag mi 

Age sage ies ag Pb gprs iy Frets 7 yee Lifer. 7 fat 
a2 pepe i ae Fobra, bake ae titra, Peer = a, 
SUL yore, aud tae unl, JL Ju ofi-G gf hovny fm ¢ 
How etn Oroting pe TbsTlowel Riel Tees 100 tend?’ rams 
baie bs elias ey nach oy Mevigve tars AB: dal vy Dag’, ste 
afew Ane, — 

A a ait Rat tiny 4 Mtry ale dedoute Jew tpn ® 
tn shale BH Patt is honn Y Ze Benin, toon 
afh. DP dachid Annee Ji. fing "Buk stahel 0c. I 
(hen, Ort fab, ar for 2ll He, biota ras Ped gy 
Pr Yee Minelen se je-~ a nae. tee 
end. “Asset ee Tiere. Voorn” andl 
bas Jetheth jo fas fria ku fisbug; te ha tbl 
ee ee ie ee ate Pees Pe 
[aati , aud J bebee fot obs fart te te w&oF ghee 
he thivwnact Lei? afk, Tk? sy ee ite Ae. oe -> 


@h. sane Ph Ate 70 tae xr Nea. rf? Pave The ae Fhe 


ha tit i. pee 
‘a, & 4 ie ee | seeks 
® ihe 129+) seer ait ic a 


eek\ aA ak an RR | - ame 7 * 


% anteee cy 


Fa aes 
a WAS ae os 
say ON one ar S Ss Nie «eh & waa | = 
eT oe gerne BK Ae BN eens Pee WGA eS * 


Ww 
. wm qed  B- eas BK dnote we Ree oa 


meats Ame Nd anets Mas oatteR Ant net 

pes BA bh Vea Rel OR eK worindiem om 

in os © sa Ne eas Do oe ews ana Ne 

weds ks My wk & pA KD ATA os 

ne ee ee nr me | 

von? > a genet athe eh SN NNE oat Se ah eee, wn 
Ne semtin sete NOR ers ob Ny ot en sheerne th ot 
Cw ge Lasce D eak cari | al 


wend Sie. | 


Ve BR on om ps ok aah: AQ Baa A “al tel whit 


* aa WIT Ae oh ak & dvr aenant Meo < tal) 
ey Sree a EK yank on STAN he | aa 
com NAR en Pe 
when taut TN poet oe rie Wve oe 


; ; are tae d 
“oe 5¢ i able gy vey a. e 
. vl t ates 13°38 
ae « yale ee ones 
24 en? ere sida : 


ia 


> re 
» Ror teag. 


ta loatge 4 
isn Sole, Rome 


ree, ‘dite ere ry 


. Sa 
mie 7 
ok 


Pater tr taf BOE Coupe Hare tn fom pode ob A 
On aki 6 — vit 

Ls Wars te tac rmeuk ele Hull ty Aes eo fiw 
Y Pin post Abel lowm, hohe at Afr t bante gy, 
fa att Kefe. Att J Phat ba ath B Offat a 
front hens J nw flaw, at JLT AS rhe & 
CL & Shel CFI asians. Gf, 40 TKS 0 Chon go 
Oat Le RSA WL. Leta ADORE et 
Renstnnbly dermancretire ,— He fad tide got 
Mi jntirns pr Th wittict yor. Kova latan 0 HE 
Pnxtln — A Uinet we rrasenat he Mane, choo 
Caw ho arrow Alakit | Ha bet tony B ten 
O walt falrtG for frrmiss_y £2400, Ancl Jhuer 


IOS VPS CaP eo pM A ee Ae My MT 


he hsa has foain. yer, AMD UG. Ar ford 
Aeandle »>— 


Wa Bt ba A, hone bert Crm Move, 


4 4ll._ You Fiche Z 
CEA neo 


Dh le daaen aay Se ale Ne eye we 
-+Saw® 

aint an <e Shoe whdkn dereert senat 3nd & 
qn Fuhr Ve gwd, nents ah ae 
a yp dred 2A SAK eh See of 
‘s woass SK wea as, ade ty sel, 
ee » NORSK es SS ee meat Sey tig = So 
om Ceanadd> do See ad Bot 


eee Rua ve SA _* a .eGaaaent are 


ee Ses wh, an oh 
dN RT Darn nent le eae Ne oq cline 


an. © & Selene kL ccmmemarien add 
oy wet asa quer A Yoke eee 
AX RS See re 
<8 ek 

Sa 


126 


were pleasant for my friends who visited us, as well as for me. 

Often my brother Edward would bring a friend to spend Sunday, 

or when vacation came, to spend a week. J invited my friends 

too, so that wo often had to take rooms at the hotel for my 

brother's friends =- all our guests taking their meals however 

at our house. These parties continued so as pretty well to fill 

the summer, and Sartell Prentice often came. Then he went to 

Gdéttingen to study and I did not see him wmtil his return in 180. 
I had been visiting a friend in Troy, Frances Townsend, after- 

wards the wife of Professor Nason, and several friends were at the 

station to see me off. To my surprise Mr. Prentice was one of 


then. 


; The members of the Vermont Supreme Court had made wide repue 
tations, so that while still on the bench they had all had favor- 
able opportunities presented to them to go into practice elsewhere. 
Before the Civil War, a statute had been passed in Vermont requir- 
ing the judges of the Supreme Court to go on circuit, with the re- 
sult that all three judges resigned, - Judge Redfield going to 
‘Boston, my father to New York, and I have forgotten where Judge 
Bennett. went. 

Father spent some time with Mr. Samuel Isham - an older broth- 
er of Hr. William B. Isham of New York and head of the Isham firm - 
looking for a house, and when he returned to Bennington, he wrote 
him, on September 14, 1860, a letter on the subject of their search 
as well as on other matters. This letter follows:- 


My dear Sir - 

I intended to have written to you before this - but I 
arrived home Saturday, late in the evening, on the day I 
left you, and was wnder the necessity of leaving early Mon- 
day morning for Rutland, and have not until now been relieved 
from the business which has been thrown upon me. 

I made known to Mary Adeline your request in relation to 
the ball in honor of the Prines, soon after I reached home. 
She was much elated with the idea, and feels, as we all do, 
under many obligations for your remembrance of her on that 
occasion. I balieve she has written to her cousin Flora, 
and has probably expressed her feelings on the subject. She 
desired mich to see her and talk over the matter, and I be- 
lieve feels disposed to do what shall be deemed best after 
that interview. In that way she will be pleased to leave 
the matter, as she places implicit confidence in your judg- 
ment in the matter. 

Wy family were much elated with my description of our 
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jaunt about town, looking at different buildings. We all hope 
., that I shall be able to effect a purchase of some place, and 
that I shall be able to effect other arrangements, so that a 
change can be wade which will be pleasant and reasonably re- 
munerative. We feel under great obligations for the interest 
you have taken in the matter. I trust, in reasonable tine, 
the object can be accomplished: the best way is to see & 
wait patiently for coming events, and then do as shall be 
deemed best. In due time we hope to hear from you, and hope 
for. good results. . | 
PRS Yours truly, 
P. Isham 


Ultimately, Father bought a brown stone English basement house, 
112 Madison Avenue, New York, on the Tiest side of the strest between 
30th and 3lst Streets. I had two very pleasant years in this new 
home with my parents before I was married. My cousin Flora Isham 
then lived at 329 Fifth Avenue, with her brother Mr. Sammel Isham, 
and I often visited at her house. Flora and I went together to 
the ball which was given about this time for the Prince of Wales. 
My gown was of white silk mull trimmed with narrow lace. I do not 
remember the details, but it had flounces and a sash of white and 
I thought it very pretty. It was fashionable then to wear wreaths 
in the hair, and I wore a wreath of small white flowers with green 
leaves partly hidden in the hair. Of course I thought it very 
fine. The life was very gay, with entertainments, opera, calls &. 
The opera was then in the Academy of Music, on East 1A4th Street. 

Mr. William B. Isham soon afterwards bought the house next 
to us on the North, - a house exactly like ours, and Charles H. 
Isham bought on the Fast side of Fifth Avenue between 31st and 
32nd Streets. Father opened a law office in New York where he was 
counsel for one of the well-known banks, for Mr. Oakes Ames of 
_ Boston, Mr. Seth B. Hunt and others. 
LN Ag In this house I was married to Mr. Sartell Prentice on May 29, 

1&2, 


At this time the Hudson River Railroad had not the convenient 
service to near-by towns that it has now, while the Erie Railroad 
had established a very good service by way of Englewood to Upper 
Piermont - now called Sparkil] - Piermont and Nyack, so when Father 
later wanted a place in the country, he bought at Piermont a place 
on which stood a very comfcrtable brick houses, where he could go 
during the warm season. After the war, when Sartell was no longer 
in the Army, Father put up for Sartell and me on part of his land 
a house to which we used to come with our family during the summer. 
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_ My father's family were members of the Broadway Tabernacle, a 
Congregational church, then situated on the North East corner of 
34th Street and 6th Avenue, at the intersection with Broadway. 
Reverend Dr. Joseph P. Thompson was the pastor. 

After my engegement to Hr. Prentice, while he was attending 
the Harvard Law School, the Civil War broke out. He came to New 
York and told me he thought it his duty to go to the front, say- 


a ing that his older brother Packer was also going. I took a dif- 


ferent view. I told him that his brother had finished his pro- 
fessional studies, and after the war he had but to return to his 
office, while if Sartell went, he would in the end be left with- 
out his profession, or be obliged to study when a much older man. 
I advised him to finish his work at Harvard far enough to be ade 
mitted to the bar. However after he had visited Mount Hope it 
was decided that he should go and he was appointed end Licutenant 
_in the 12th Regular Infantry then recruiting at Fort Hamilton. 

He was for a short time at the Fort and when possible came over 
to see me, once taking me to Brooklyn to see his Grandmother, who 
lived there, with Mr. James Prentice, on Brooklyn Heights, - the 
first house on Remsen Street toward the water, and having a mage 
“nificent view of the Bay. 

From Fort Hamilton, Mr. Prentice was sent to Rochester on 
recruiting duty, and while he was stationed there we were rarried 
at my Father's house on }adison Avenus, and went to Rochester. 

It was a small wedding, only the family and relatives on both 
sides being invited. We stood between the windows of the front 
parlor, with our backs toward Madison Avenue. The wedding cake 
was on a table in the middle parlor, near the library door, and 
_ the refreshment table in the library, this being the third room 
on the parlor floor. 

Mother sent the beautiful flowers after the wedding to var- 
ious members of my husband's family among others to Sartell's 
grandmother, then over ninety years old and unable to be pres-~ 
ent; to Dr. Thompson who married us, and to others. 
| After Sartell and I left the house, we ware obliged to re- 
turn for some forgotten article, and while he remined in the 
carriage, I went in to get it. There I found my Mother who had 


- been so cheerful, sitting on the sofa with the tears in her eyes 
.which she could not hide from me now, 


We went direct to Rochester and two weeks later went to Ale 
bany for our reception. This was held at Mount Hope, June 13; 
I think from twelve o'clock noon to three in the afternoon. 
These would not be the hours for a reception at the present tire, 
but then the day was not ordered as now, and dinnsr in a house 
where some ceremony was maintained came in the afternoon - at 
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Mount Hope the dinner hour was 2:30 o'clock. The day of our re- 
ception was warm, and the large rooms and larns were full of 
gussts. 

We then returned to Rochester, and settled down, made many 
“acquaintances and found the social life very pleasant. Among 
‘these new acquaintances, I still have a very friendly memory of 

 @ little canary bird which flew in through ovr open window, and 
as no owner came to claim him, stayed-with us thereafter. 

' From Rochester, Mr. Prentice went to Detroit on recruiting 
duty, and there we stayed at the Russell House. One day an or- 
der came for him to report for duty elsewhere, starting that 
afternoon. Our washing had gone out and I sent a messenger for 

. it. It came wet and I hung it about the room to dry. I worked 
hard all day and had everything packed but Mr. Prentice's cavale- 
ry boots which I did not know how to pack. Evarything else was 

ready, but Sartell was busy closing hig office and had not re- 
turned; time was short, I saw the stage back up to the door, 

so I put on my hat and was ready. No Sartell came. The pso- 
ple were entcring the stage. I put those boots into the trunk 
as best I could and locked it; the stage had not yest gone, when 
suddenly the door of the room opened and Sartell said "Can you 
go?" "yes," I replied ~ he let the man he had brought with him 
pass and take the baggage. We went to New York, where I re- 
mained at my Father's during Sartell's absence. 
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